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The Nesting of the· Spotted Nightjar (Euros~opQd.us g1,1tt~tus ),, 

By Dr. }:.... M. Morgan. 

Op. 13th Octob.eJ:", l9~8, when Mr. B:urtle Morpbett was 
ddviJilg M~:. J. Sutton aud n.wself through a paddock. on his 
estate- at Wood's J?oin~, River ::\1urray·, we put up a Spotted 
N.ig_htj111,r ~roru amongst some. mallee shoots. · A search was 
1;11ad~ 'for the egg without success. Ne~t day we dJ:"ov.e to the 
same. paddock, and, having t~ed up the horses, walked along 
the b.uggy tracks of the da:y before. After· walking a h1,1ndred 
yards or s.o JY.Ir. Morphett flushed the bird ~g_ain al).d noted the 
ClumJ? of shoots from which it rose;. Op. going over to the 
clump, th,e ol;lly thing I. saw at fi:r;st was a dull reddish stone, 
which, gradual~y· r!O'sQlved itself iuto . ~ young bird, squatt_ing 
l;tunch()l;l up wrtb closed eyes and the lieaq drawn back between 
the shoulders. · 




