
SUTTON-A Trip to 1vfurray Mouth. 93 ------· ----- -------· ·--------------------

A Trip to the Islands Near the R'iver Murray Mouth. 

By J. Sutton. 

Dr. A. M. Morgan and I were the guests o.f Dr. A. S. 
Randell and Mr. F:red T. Bruce on a trjp to some of the islands 
near the mouth of the River Murray from 22nd to 24th March, 
1929. Leaving Mitcham at 2.30 p.m., we motored through 
Glen Osmond, Crafers, Stirling West, Aldgate, Mylor, Bigg's 
Flat, Echunga, Meadows, Bull's Creek, Ashbourne, Currency 
Creek, and reached Goolwa, 58 miles, at 4.40 p.m. The weather 
was warm a:qd sultry when we left Adelaide, but it had changed 
to a cool south-west breeze when we reached Ashbourne, and 
the breeze continued from that quarte!I' for the remainder of 
the trip. We got away from Goolwa in a launch (petrol
driv.en) at 6.15 p.m., proceeding up the Goolwa Channel for 
four miles, and anchored for the night near one. of the beacons 
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marking the channel. At 6.22 a.m. O:t;l 'the following morning . 
we wept f\lrt!J.er ~p stream, passed the easter11 end of Hi!ldmarsh 
lsla11cl, ·the}} R,a~ lslanq, Long Island, Shallow Crook, and 
:mcP.ot~d off Peep Creek, lt~edy· lshmtl NQ. 2, at 8·.38 a.m. 
After breakfast we ~owed up Deep. Creek and landed op. ~he 
no:rtherp ~hore. Th1s part of the 1slaud, as well as the ot11er 
poftiop., is Jqw-lyi!lg, being about t~ree to fo~r .feet al?o:re th~ 
level of the Lake. · lt is covered "Vnth samplure, much hgnum, 
~tid SOI;tle n1t.re . blJ(lhes, with reeds along the snores in many 
pll\t;es, Qff the southern en,d there was.~ ve.ry larg~ s~n.dy 
pl~ip, whic\1 '~as ~ry at the tune o! our. vl!nt, but at htgh tide 
<?! ~ flooded P'V~r 1s prob~b\y 'COVered With wat~r. We walked 
$,hou,t ther~ until noon, went'baok to the la,\lnch for lunch, and 
then rowed to the oth-er !lnd larger part of Re-edy Island No. 2, 
bt).t after p,"~Jlli:Pg fot 70 yards tlie water became sQ shallow that 
-we. had to walk .sotrm_ ~0 'Yards il;l tire water to reach ~he s1mre. 
W\'l l{lnded pear a fisherman's but, ~:t;ld walked about a mile 
~:toross the island to anotl:lerr fish~rm~m's lrr~t on Shooting Creek. 
The vegetntlun oh this part was simihn to the other~ but the 
1ahd was !11Q:ie opel), anq.oh walking along a shgl1t ridge covered 
in lqng qry grass ahtl samphite we ca~e tin Qne fox earth, which 
"1\l"as in {"Jccutmt1oh, judging by the sme:ll, and in a <;listance of 
16Q y'ar~s found t~n slo\l&hed skins of; sn~kes, o.ne of which, 
unbrol\,en\ though stretch~d a littl~, wa.s 1dentifit1d. by Mt. li. ~r. 
B;al~, of the S.A. Museum, as thilt of a black sna~e. We w~lked 
along the Lake shore to the landing-place, got O:t;l. Qoa.rd the 
launch, and left at 4 p.m., going back on our course as .far as 
Mundoo Island. We went down Mundoo Channel to Lucerne 
Island, where we ancbored for the night. The channel here wa:; 
about 300 yards wid~. On the mornh~g of th.e ~4th we left at 
,7.48 a.m., went as far as the inlet ~n which Goose Island is 
situated, landed on the mainland, and worked it until 12.27 
p._m., and left fo.r Goolwa, which we .reached at 3.35 p.m., then 
by motQ!'~car h.o.mewards.,, enco.m}tering some ra~n by the way, 
anct ~trived ~t M~tcham ~t 6.4Q p.m. . 
· Witb the (l?-;O<:JPt.ion of Hind.rp.arsh Island, wh.ich ~eems to be 

Qf the s~nne geolo,gioal forll).{tbio.o. :as tile J;n.ainland, the o~her 
isla.\l.Q.$ we S!\W h~ve ev~dently been forJ,ll.ed by the deposition 
o~ :th.~ sil~ oarri(ld do.wn by the w,-aters of: the Rive:r:· Mu.rr~y._ 
Otl ~ l)._nt\oo. an.d Lucerne · Isla.:t;lcls, 'Qesid,es th~ qsual und(;)r.,. 
growth, th(l1:~ w.ere. h!ill.ts o.f teatrees (ll(eb-aleuca.) about 30 (eet 
lngh. . Ou.t§llde the beBtco»,s. of. the ch::J.I\nel the water· is ver~· 
sh~llo'\\• n~l;' !!,ll the ~slangs. 

It \vas inte:r;<;Jsti.ng to find that the migratory wading birds
Eas~eltn Cqrl.ew, Greenshank, Curlew Sandpiper, Red-necked 
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(Little) Stint, and Sharp-tailed Sandpip_er-were still at their 
"winter" residence (the two last named m great numbers), and 
exhibited no signs of the " ju,mps," which are sure indications 
to my' mind of the near approach of their departure for tbeir 
breeding-places in Siberia. (On a trip to the Coorong on 5th-
8th .3\1arch, 1925, the waders- were numerous and very "jumpy.") 
Probably the delay in their departure was caused by the 
unseasonable continuation of warm weather, in which there was 
no break until near the1 end of April. · 

On the islands, the River, Lake Alexandrina, and the main
land near Goose Island we noted, in all, 51 species with 10,066 
individuals, and, including those seen betwe1en Adelaide and 
Goolwa, the species total 73 and the individuals 10,630. In· 
every case the numbers jn parentheses after the names represent 
the individuals noted. 

I have to thank Professor Cleland for determining the 
contents of the crop of the Stubble-Quail, and Mr. A. M. Lea, 
F.E.S., Entomologist of the S.A. Museum, for the stomach 
contents of the Spotted Crake and the .Black-shouldered Kite. 
Coturnix pectoralis, Stubble-Quail- (3). 

These were seen on Reedy Island No. 2. One, !2 , was picked 
up dead. It had been shot most: probably the day before. Its 
crop was full of the fruits of the ruby saltbush (Enchylaena 
tornentosa). 
Porzana fluminea, Spotteil Crake (1). 

This bird was seen on Reedy leland No. 2, feeding at the 
water's edge under lignum bushes. It was secured for the S.A. 
Museum. !2 _:Iris, red; bill, culmen dull green, lower mandible 
bright green, tomia of upper mandible bright green; legs and feet 
dull green, soles grey; inside mouth, bluieh grey; total length, 
19.5 em.; spread. of wings: 31.5 em. Stomach contents: numerous 
seeds of saltbush, and 16 small shelle· identified by Mr. R. Cotton 
as a fluviatile mollusc (Potamopyrgus sp., probably new). 
Podiceps cristatus, Great Crested Grebe (7). 

These were seen in Lak€' Alexandrina between Ram Island 
and Ewe Island Creek. They left the water in each instance 
when the launch was 100 yard.s off, flew low, and the1 frill on 
the ·neck showed out clearly. 
Podiceps poliocephalus, Hoary-headed Grebe (9). 

Six were seen in Lake A.le!Xandrina near Ram Island, and 
three in the bay near Goose Island. 
Phalacrocora."C carbo, Black Cormorant (2). 

These were seen in Lake Alexandrina between Ram Island 
and Ewe Island Creek. 
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Phalacr-ocorax atei·, Little Black Cormorant (2) . 
. One was. seen in the Goolwa Channel and one in the Lake 

near Ram Island. 
Phalacrocora.'t: varius, Pied Co:qnor.ant (50). 

Three were seen in the Goolwa Channel and 47 in Lake 
Alexandrina. 
Microcarbo rnelanolerucus, Little Pied Cormorant (223). 

These were the commonest Cormorants, and were seen every
where we went. Eighty·-seven were noted in the Goolwa 
Channel, mostly sitting on rocks or P!JSts in the water near the 
shores. 
Pelecanus conspicillatus, Pelican (715). 
. Forty-six were seen in the Goolwa Channel, 15 in the Mundoo 
Channel, seven near Goose Island,. and 647 in Lake Alexandrina. 
One flock, estimated at 500, were standing on a spit about a 
mile off·the entrance to Shallow Creek. 
Hydroproqne caspia, Caspian Tern (101). 

Sixteen were seen in the Goolwa Channel, 13 near Ram 
Island, 63 near Reedy Island No. 2 (50 of these werre standing 
on a sandspit in the company of about the same number of 
Silver Gulls. I walked towards them to get them to rise, but 
they merely fleiW over the Gulls and landed on the spit further 
out in the Lake), four were seen in the Mundoo Channel, and 
five near Goose Island. Three of these were quartering the 
little bay•, and one uttered a light whistling, almost wliining, 
call, whilst another gave a harsh scream not unlike that of a 
White Cockatoo. 
Sterna bergii, Cre1sted Tern. ( 4). 

Two were seen near Reedy Island No. 2, · ontJ in the Mundoo 
Channel, and one in the Goolwa Channel. 
Sterna nereis, Fairy Terrn (4). 

Thes.e wer.e seen at our anchorage off Deep Creek, Reedy 
Island No. 2. · 
Larus novae-hollandiae, Silverr Gull (376). 

They' were met with everywhere. As soon as we anchored 
off Reedy Island No. 2 41 Silver Gulls flew about near the stern 
of the launch. One of thes·e •birds had lost its right leg from 
just above the tibio-tarsal joint. . 
Lobibyx no'llue-hollandiae, Spur-winged Plover (102). 

Twelve were noted on Hindmarsh Island (one of these 
called at 5.40 a.m. and. again at 6 a.m.), 56 at Reedy Island 
No. 2, 25 on Mundoo and Lucerne Islands (one of these called 
about 9 p.m.), and nine on the mainland near Goose Island. 
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Charadrius ruficapillus, Red-capped Dotterel (60). 
Those were seen on the shor~:J of Mundoo Island from our 

anchorage there. They arrived about 6 p.m. in one flock, and 
alighted near the Red~necked .(Little) Stints. We were not 
surl:l o£ thl.lir identity, ~o br. Morgan rowed me over near to the 
shore, and we were able to pick out these Dotterels. 

Recu1·virostrd novae-hoUandiae, Red-neckeq A-vocet (9). 
· These were seen in the early mtJrning at our anchorage in 

Mundoo Channel standing on a sandspit at the mouth of an 
inlet in Lucerne Island. · 

NumeniU8 cyanopU8, Eastern Curlew (7). 
Four were seen on Hindmarsh Island in the Goolwa Channei, 

two near Shallow Creek, and one fle,w past us at close. qttarters 
on the shore of Reedy Island No. 2, . 
Tringa nebularia, Greenshank (8). 

One was seen close to the jetty on Hindmarsh Island, one 
was he1ard at 10.44 p.m. at our anchorage in the Goolwa Channel, 
two on Reedy Island No. 2, two at our anchorage in the Goolwa 
Channel, and two near GooEe Island. Th~ Greenshanks at 
RMdy Island No. 2 called many· times, as did one at Goor:<e 
Island. The ordinary call of the Greerishank on our shores is 
" Tewey-tewey,'' or "Tew-hoo." In the Mundoo Channel at S 
and S.45 p.m. we heard this call, but at 7.55 and 8.50 p.m. we 
heard ·very loud and varied calls, which none of U!S had heard· 
before. . The only parts I can. remember were like 11 sip-sip
sip/' or '1 jick-jick-jick," and "tew" brought in twice in the 
song. I have since found that Bent, in the U.S. National 
Museum Bulletin, No. 142, 1927, mentions that "Ip, chip, chip, 
ip, chip, chip,'' etc., was a call of one of a pair ·of Greenshanks 
during the incubation period. One wond€1l's whether the bird 
was intimating to its mate that it was time they had gone north 
to the nesting-grounds! One of the birds near Goose Island 
was standing silently in shallow water, and, thus shortened, 
looked like the woodcut of a Knot, but as soon as it flushed it 
·gave the Greenshank's usual call. 
Erolia testacea, Curlew Sandpiper (10). . 

One was seen at Reedy Island No. 2, Md a flock of nine 
flew past·us when we we.re in Lake Alexandrina near Hindmarsh 
Island. 
Erol~a, ruficollis, Red-necke:d (Little) Stint (313}. 

One hundred and fifteen were seen at Reedy Island 'No. 2, 
and 198 on the shore of Mundoo Island near our anchorage! in .the 
Mundoo Channel. 
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ETolia acmll-inata, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper (414). 
Sixty-one were seen near the jetty· on Hindmarsh Isl~nd, 50 

on Hindmarsh Island in the Goolwa Channel, 200 on Reedy 
Island No. 2, 60 on Mundoo Island, 15 on Lucerne Island, and 
28 on Goose Island. 
Stints and Sandpipers (949). 

The species could not be identified of the following flocks of 
Stints and Sandpipers:-150 near Shallow Creek, 103 near 
Reeclv Island, six near Ram Island, 500, 150, and 40 in the 
M undoo Channel. 
Threskiomis rnol1tcca., White Ibis (7). 

These were se1m in the inlet near Goose Island. 
Notophoyx novae-holla,ndiae, 'White-faced Heron (14). 

Two were seen in· the Goolwa Channel, five on ]~.eedy Island 
No. 2, four in the, Mundoo Channel, and three near Goose 
Island. 

Cereopsis novae-holland1"ae. Cape Barren Goose (2). 
These birds were flushed by Dr .. Randell and Mr. Bruce from 

the shore of the bay in the Goolwa 'Channel at Clayton. 

Chenopis a.tmta, Black Swan (94). 
Two were seen in the Goolwa Channel, 11 on Lake 

Alexandrina, 70 at Reedy Island No. 2 (one flock of 50), an(i 
11 in Mundoo Channel. A number of bones of this species were 
found in a sandbank on Reedy Island No. 2. 

C.a.sarca tadomoid(ls, Chestnut-breasted Shelduck (Mountain 
Duck) (624). 

Two were seen in the Goolwa Channel, 47 in Lake 
Alexandrina, 275 nem Shallow Creek (three flocks were 100, 60, 
and 50 each), 187 at Reedy Island No.2, and 113 in the Mundoo 
Channel. 

Anas superciliosa, Black Duck (172). 
Two were seen in the Goolwa Channel, 17 .near Ram Island, 

four .near Long Island, 20 near Shallow CrMk, 111 at Reed:r 
Island No.2 (one flock of 50), and 18 in the Mundoo Channel. . 

Querquedula gibberifrons, Grey Teal (1,963). 
Six were seen in the Goolwa Channel, two ne:ar Ram Island, 

four near Long Island, 153 near Shallow Creek (two flocks were 
100 and 41 each), 1,052 :hear Shooting Creek (four ilocks were 
400, 350, 150, and 100 each), 130 at Reedy Island No. 2 (two 
flocks of 100 and 30 each), and 616 in the Mundoo Channel. 
Ducks and Teal (3,505). · 
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These could not be identified. Thirty, one flock at the 
mouth of the Riyer Finniss, in ~he Goolwa Channel, 1,400 near 
Long Island (two . .flocks of 1,000 and 400 each), 475 near 
Shallow· Creek (three flocks were' 240, 160; and 40 each) , 1,450 
at Reedy Island No. 2 (three flocks of 1,000, 3001 and 150 each 
-very few Mountain Duck were in them), and 150 in the 
Mundoo Channel. Te<al comprised the bulk of all these birds. 

We saw no Nyroca att.stralis, . Hardheads, nor Spatula 
rhyrnchotis, Blue-winged Shovelers. · The ferrym_~n, who haq 
taken a party down the Coorong, told us that these two specie:> 
were fairly nume<rous there. 

Haliastttr sphenurus, Whistling Eagle (6). 
One was seen near Ram Island, fa,1.1.r at Reedy Islanp. No. 2, 

and one near the inlet at Goose Island 

Elanus axillaris, Black-shouldered Kite (1). 
This bird was se1en on Reedy' Island No. 2, and was: secured 

for the S.A. Museum. ~, immature-iris, light brown; bill, 
black, cere yellow; legs and feet, bright y,ellow; inside mouth, 
horn colour; total length, 35.5 em.; spre1ad of wings, 89 em. 
Stomach contents: bones and fur of two mice, bones and fur of 
a young rat, identified by Mr. H. H. :;Finlayson as probably 
Rattus lutreola, dusky'-footed rat (water rat). 

Falco cenchroides, Nankeen Kestrel (1). 
This bird was seen on the mainland near Goose Island. 

Glossopsitta porphyrocephala, Purple-crowned Lorikeet (2). 
These flew overhead when we were on the mainland near 

Goose Island. 

Neopherna elegans, Elegant Parrot (14). 
These were seen in the wild tobacco-bushes on the mainland 

near Goose Island. 

Chalcites baf,ulis, Horsfield Bronze Cuckoo (1). 
This bird wa:s seen and heard on Reedy Island No. 2 in the 

forenoon. · · 

Hirundo ~veoxena, Welcome Swallow (12). 
Eleven were flying about the River at Goolwa, and one wa:> 

seen on Re1edy Island No. 2. 

Rhipidura lettcophrys, Willie Wagtail (3). 
Two were seen on Goose Island, and one on the mainland 

near there. · 

.J 
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Gmllina cyarnoleuca, Magpie-Lark (5). 
One was noted on Lucerne Island, one at the north side of 

Hindmarsh Island, and three on the mainland near Goose 
Island: 
Epthila.nura albij1·ons, White-fronted Chat (44). 

Six were seen flying over the River from the mainland to 
Hindmarsh Island (four of them at 6.30 a.m.), 26 on Re1edy 
Island No. 2, one on Lucerne Island, and 11 on the mainland 
-near~Goose-Islahd; 

· Acanthiza pusilla, Brown Thornhill (1). 
This bird was seen in some teatrees growing on the shore of 

the inlet near Goose' Island, . 
Acanthiza chrysorrhoa, Yellow-tailed Thornhill (13). 

Four were seen on Hindmarsh Island near the jetty, and 
nine on the mainl~nd near Goose Island, 
Sericornis sp., Scrub-Wren (4). 

The1se were seen 'among the teatrees growing on the shore of 
the inlet near Goose Island. The species was not identified. 
M egalunts gmmineus, 'Little Grassbird (14). 

They• were noted on Reedy Island ~o. 2, in th€1 lignum and 
nitre bushes. They responded to the three-note call of " Peee
pe1ee-peee " when whistled. 
1vfqlurus cyaneus, Superb Blue Wren (5). 

Four were heard in the bushes on R~edy Island No. 2, and 
one was seen on the mainlap.d near Goose Island. · . 
Zosterops halmaturina, Grey-backed Silvereye (12). 

Eleven were noted on Reedy Island No. 2, and one on the 
mainland near Goose Isla.nd. 
Plectorhyncha lanceolata, Striped Honeyeater (1). 

This· bird was seen on Reedy Island No. 2. 
iii eliphaga virescens, Singing Honeyeater .(14). 

Two were seen on Reedy· Island No: 2, and 12 on the main
land near Goose Island. 

Antlms australis, Pipit (Groundlark) (7). 
Five were noted on Reedy Island, and two on the mainland 

near Goose Island. 

Mirafra j(l,vanica, Horsfield Bushlark (2). 
These were flushed from some grass and tussocks on the 

mainland. near Goose Island. Our attention was drawn to them 
as they hove!red for a second or so before dropping into the 
cover. 
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Corvus cecilae, Crow (138). . 
Forty-six were seen on E;indmarsh Island, 65 near our 

anchorage in the Mundoo 'Channel (35 of these fiew over to some 
teatreers: on Mundoo Island, whilst 30 remained on Lucerne 
Island), 11 were seen near Goose Island, and 16 were fiying 
along the mainland shor~ in the Goohva Channel. 
Cracticus torquatus, Grey Butcher-Bird (1). 

A call was heard from Lucerne: Island as we w·erc ·anchored 
in the Mundoo Channel. 
Gymnorhina hypoleuca, vY~ite.,backed Magpie (15). 

Six were noted on Hmdmarsh Island, two on 1\'Iundoo 
Island, and seven near Goose island. 

On .Reedy Island No. 2, in a sandbank at the water's edge, 
was saw a· few burrows which had been used recently by Whi~e
backed Swallows (Vherctilweca leucosterna). In a small opening 
in the limestone cliff at the Ianding.:.place op. the mainland Iiea·t· 
Goose Island We saw seven nests intact and two broken of the 
Fairy Martin (H ylochelidon ·tJ..rl.el). The nests had been used 
in the past SE:IaSon 

During our journeys between Adelaide and Goolwa the follow
ing species were seen :-White-faced Hmon (1); Falco berigora, 
Brown Hawk (J); Hawk sp. (1); ·Glossopsitta concinna, Musk 
Lorikeet (4); Purple-crowned Lorikeet (16); Platycercus 
adelaidae, Adelaide Rosella (70) ; Psephotus haematonotus, 
Red..:backed Parrot (12); Dacelo gigas, Laughing' Kookaburra 
(13); Welcome1 Swallow (11); Willie Wagtail (9); Seisura 
inqu.ieta, Restless Flycatcher (3); Microeca fasc~nans, Jacky 
Winter (2) ; .P.etroica muUicolor~ Scarlet Robin (1) ; 
Pachycephala pectoralis, Golden Whistler (1); Colluricinclct 
IKtrmonica, Grey Shrike-Thrush (1); Magpie1-Lark (6); 
CinClosoma punctatu1n, Spotted Quail-Thrush (1), flew across 
the road in front of the car near Meadows; Pomatostomus 
superciliosus, White-browed B-abbler (1) ; White-fronted Chat 
(19); Acanthiza lineata, Striated Thornhill (1); Yellow-tailed 
Thornhill (11) ; Supe1rb Blue Wren (22) ; Clim((,cteris picumnus, 
Brown Tree-creeper (3); C. leucophaea, White-throated Tree
creeper . (1); M elithreptus lunatus, White-naped HoneiJ'eater 
(3); Acanthorhynchtts tenuirostris, Eastern Spinebill (1); 
Singing Honeyeater (1) ; M eliphaga penicillata, White-plumed 
Honeye1ater (3); · Meliornis novae-hollandiae, Yellow~winged 
.Honeyeater (S2); Myzantha melanocephala, Noisy Miner (9); 
Anthochaera, carunculata, Red Wattle-Bird (14) · Pipit (2); 
Aegintha te·mporalis, Ited-browed Finch (8); Cr~w (1) · and 
'White-backed Magpie (229). ' 


