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CHALlvIERS-Bird Notes !1'01n Macdonald Doums,

Birds Notes from Macdonald Downs, 150 Miles
North-East of Alice Springs, C.A.

,-

By C. O. Chalmers.

1/12/1933. Herewith is a general list of the birds which.
have been seen in our district. There tare more Hawks here
than we have identified. We don't like shooting them, and it
would require an experienced ornithologist to identify them at
'a distanee.ras they are so much alike. They' are a hardy race,
and we rarely find a dead body. The birds here have trouble­
to get water during dry periods. After the waterholes dry up
they either go back to the springs or drink at the sheep and
cattle ,veIls Thenearest permanent spring is situated ten miles
from the homestead, and there are eight others, that we know of,
within 50 miles These springs are ideal for the birds in dry
times. Up till the end of November, 1933, the season was very
dry, and many birds were watering at the troughs-hundreds of
Crested Pigeons, Galahs, Zebra Finches, and a little flock of 55
Little Corellas. The November rains caused all the creeks to-

o run, and the birds have spread out. The best time to study the­
birds is after the March rains (we generally get good rains then) ..
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The weather is ihe~ deii/2ihtful right till the end of October, when
it begins to get hot. In the dryperiods, of course, at the wells
or springs, would be best. We are never sure of Out' rains.
When it does rain the country responds quickly, and tue birds
get busy at once nest building, We have known the Galah to
'hatch out three broods in succession after a biJ1:Match· rain.
Most of the names given bv tho aboriainals to the birds are in
'imitation of their .calls or songs-i-the native names are in the
Jliaura language. .

, .
Emu (Dromaiusnovae-hollondiaev, It ungura.t'-c-Few.
Stubble Quail (Coturnix pectoralis), "abillquarra.t'-c-Common.
Diamond' BOVEl (G:eopeliiJlj, cuneata) ,".urrilyarrar,"-Common.
"Qoi!InnonBronzewing (Phaips cholcopterti), "unduppa."-Few.
Flock Pigeon Cf.listriophap,~ hi:s,trionica) .--::Rarei
'Plumed Pigeon" (Lophophaps plumijera),. II undurite.t'<--

Common. . , .
Crested 'Pigeon (Ocypho.ps lophotes) J ./ bulkni::"-Plentiful..

Black-talled Native -Hen '(Trib,onyx ventralis)..-Commonin,
rainy times.' . '" . ,. .

, Grebe (Podicepi; sp.)-Few, in rainy times.
Silver Gull (t~rrusnovo.e-hO'lla.ndiae) .-One seen: inFeibruary~

1931-stayed three, days... .'
Banded Plover (Zon1~fer tricolo:"'), /I chelka aturra atur.ra."-

Few. .' , .
Black-fronted 'Dotte~~l '(Charadrz'rus.rnel'anops') .-Fe....;;" -:

. Red-necked Avocet (Reonrvirostro. novae-hollandialC) .-Few.
.. Southern Stone-Curlew (Burhinus miagnirostns) J' .,'" ura
peelpa."-Gommon.

Bustard (EJ'I1,podoti:,~ a.ustralis) J ,I< rungoraba."
, B~olga (Oms' rubicundus)'..--:-:-Few; "visit 'here occasionally,

. Yellow-billed-Spoonbill. (Plataleo. flp,vip(')S) :---:'Few in rainy
times. ' , , "',"

"Heron (No:toph<ilYx sp.)..-Few, '~een' afte~ rain.'
Maned Goose (Ghe'ndnr.Ua ju;batw) .-;-Common in "rainy ti~es.

,»lumed :1'1'ee ,:buck .'(PMdrocYr/na eytoni).;-Common, .in
'rainv times' . ,', . ' , ' .

• , Gr'eS T~aI (Qnerq:uj;''(/y,lal ..gib,berif~~s) .-C(i)inm~n a.fte;' rains. ,
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Pink-eared Duck (Mal"acorhynchus membramaceusi s >:

Plentiful after rains,

Wedge-tailed Eagle (Uroaetus audax),'" el1idja."-PlentifUl.
Whistling EagYe EHal1astur sphenurusi .-PlentifuL
Black (Fork-tailed), Kite (jl'lilv.us migrans).
Little Falcon (Falco longtpennis) .-Common.
Red-tailed Black Cockato 0 (Cal'yptorh,ynchus bcmksi),

" yurrineta.v-i-Plentiful, 95 seen in one flock on, the Fraser.
Major Mitchell (Pink) Cockatoo (I<'..akafJoe lea'dbc'aterri).-

Few.
Little Corella; ',€Bare-'eyed €Jockatoo) (If.. sq,nguineal),.
,Galah (B:: rQse:i.catpiU(J}), ~." ilunja."-Very plentiful,
Cockatiel (Leptolopmls hoUandicus). " orroworrow." -

Plentiful.
Port Lincoln Parrot (.Barnardt'us zonoriue), "a:lpadja."­

Common.
Mulga-Parrot ~PslerphotU8 uaciust, "urringburing."-Rare.
Budgerygah (11£elop8itb.acu~' undula,tus.), "atittera."-In dry

periods ri' Iew only.. but in wet periods they lare. in countless
thousands.

Tawny Frogmouth 'CfodargU8 stngoides), "anuningwa."­
Common.

Sacred Kingfisher (Halcyon somctus), "'yurawondera."-,-.]'ew.
Spotted Nightj,ar €E.wrostopodm- gu.8tatus}, "kudarquita."­

Common.
White-backed Swallow (Cheramoeca leucostertui).-Occ:a'Sion­

ally plentiful.
Willie Wagtail (Rhipid1~1'a Celucophrys). "teejijirra."­

Common.
Hooded Robin (Malanod'ryl1s cucuU'ata) I "acarlarduree."-·

Few,
Magpie'-Lauk (G"Pa~I:inw. t:X!J,a1iO'le~~ca.), "quadjareteetec."­

Coramon,
Crested; Bellbird (:01reeriea. gutturalis), ,. qwib barla barl'."~

Plentiful. ,.
, 'Ground Cuckoo-Shrike ePteropoaocy's maxima) .~Fe:w .
. Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrike (Coracina novQJ$-holl(LndiaeL

" martin anreangurra.t'-c-Eew.
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White-winged Triller (Lalage tricolors .-Few.
Red-breasted Babbler ' ( Pomatostomus rubecul1ls) ,

" joackidja."-Common.
White-fronted Chat (EptManura albifrons) .-Scarce.
Crimson Chat (E. tricolor).-Common.

Orange Chat (E. au.rifTOns)".-RJure.
Brown Songlark tCinclorhamphu» cruralis) , I, ohuiekal­

bilang " ?-Common at times.
Black-faced 'Wood-Swallow (Artamus melanops), "purpine­

gil."-Common.
Dusky Wood-Swallow (A. cyanopterus) .~Few.

Red-browedPardalote iPardoiotue rubricabus), " carba
cultililtil."

White-plumed Honeyeater (Meliphaga penicilla.ta leilaua-
lensis) .

Yellow-throated Miner (Myzantha flavigu.la), "umbineba."
Zebra Finch (Taeniopygia castanotiei ; " chubia."-PlentifuI.
Western Bower-Bird (Chlam,yderag1Jlfalta.), "akurickur."-

Few.
Raven (Corvus coronoides) , "ararngura."'-,plentiful.
Crow (Corvus cecilae), "ungula."-Plentiful.
Pied Butcher-Bird (Gracticus nigrogularis), " albuta albuta."

-Common.
Black-backed Magpie (Gymnorhina tibicenL--Common.
White-backed Magpie (G. hypoleuca) .-Rare.


