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The Mallee Fowl's Nest.
By Bernard C. Cotton.

During February, 1937, a visit was made to Elwomple, near
Moorlands, where on the property belonging to M1'. Fred J aensch
there is a square mile of native mallee scrub in which disused
wombat burrows and Mallee Fowls' nests, still in use, may be
found.

The opportunity was taken to photograph one of the Mallec
Fowl's nests which has been in use for many years, and the bird
was observed about the nest, a good view being obtained from
our place of concealment situated some twelve feet away.

The sequence of operations during the year on the .nests of
this particular area, according to information gleaned from Mr.
Fred Jaensch is as follows:,..--

June.-:Nests are opened and usually after rain they are
worked, i.e., the material inside is -turned out. By 20th June of
this year (1939) all the ncsts were open and one has been worked.
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August.-The nests are deepened and a hole eighteen inches.
in diameter and twelve inches deep is dug in the centre which
goes down about nine inches below the ground level. A heap of
leaves is stacked on the outside of the nests ready to place in
the hole after the first spring rains.

October.-The eggs are laid from the middle of October, at
the earliest) to a week or so later. They usually number about
ten, but sometimes twenty-four as a maximum, may be counted.
The eggs are placed on their sides, over an area of two feet in
diameter and covered with about eighteen inches of leaves, twigs.
and other debris. After rains it has been noticed that the
mound is opened and the eggs turned (?), becoming very
scratched and marked in the process.

January-Feb1'1lw·y.-Providing they escape the attention of
the foxes, the eggs hatch and the nests are left until June before'
they are again prepared for eggs. The-mounds are used year
after year) probably by the same birds or their offspring.

Mr. George Jaensch has observed one nest at the" Granites 'I'
(an outcrop of granite rocks about five miles north of Tailem
Bend) which has been in use for twenty-five years. It was a
large nest when it was first found, so that it may have been in
use for many years previously as the nest has increased a little
in size each year. It is apparently it family possession of some
antiquity.

A few years ago Mr. G. Jaensch dug out the nest by hand in
order to take photographs. After placing the eggs on the side
of the nest he went away to fetch photographic plates. Although,
he was absent for only twenty minutes, the old birds had returned
and replaced the eggs in the proper position arid left the nest
as it was originally.

The young flap their wings vigorously as soon as they leave
the nest, possibly to dry or clean the feathers. The birds perch
at night on the top-most twig of any selected tree. They sight
the twig from the ground and fly up in an almost vertical,
direction to it. •


