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Pacliucephala rufogularis (Gould) Red-lored Whistler.
Extension in Distribution.

By C. E. Rix.

In the year 1840 John Gould publishedttl a description of
some specimens of a whistler which he had collected in the thinly
timbered scrubs surrounding Adelaide, South Australia and to
which he gave the above name. Gould stated that it was a rare
species-usually only one bird being seen at a time-and
expressed the opinion that it would possibly be found to be more
common in the then unexplored interior of the continent.

Following this record, however, nothing whatever was seen
or heard of the species for many years and ornithologists began
to feel that Gould had been mistaken or that, if it had been a
good species, it had become extinct. A. J. Campbell(Z) ven
tured the opinion that Gould had collected immature specimens
of Pachycephala guttularis-P. pectoralis (Gould), Golden
Whistler, which at one stage of immaturity display many of the
characters of the Red-lored species. It was regarded as a very
doubtful species until, in 1911, Capt. S. A. White collected, at
Karoonda Jn the Murray Mallee, S.A., a bird, the description
of which agreed in every detail with that recorded by Gould in
1840.

Following this a number of specimens were collected by
various ornithologists in the mallee country extending north
and east from Karoonda into the north-western part of Victoria.
There were even then further challenges as to the authenticity
of the species, as has been related by F. E. Parsons and J. Neil
McGilp(3), but eventually all doubts were cleared up with the
exception of the matter of distribution. Gould found the bird
within two miles of Adelaide C4l, but no further specimens had
been taken nearer than Karoonda which is 100 miles east of
Adelaide. Careful investigation of all the likely areas of scrub
surrounding Adelaide, as well as the mallee areas west of the
River Murray, had been made without avail, and the distribution
in South Australia came to be regarded as that area of country
contained in the triangle formed by Karoonda, Pinnaroo and
Peebinga.

On December 1, 1939, however, the writer was able to estab
lish a considerable extension of range, when a specimen was
taken west of the River Murray about 40 miles south-east of
Adelaide in the Hundred of Freeling. The locality, which is
locally known as Chance's Line, being originally the intended
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route of the main road from Adelaide to Melbourne, is portion
of an extension area of mallee scrub stretching north and south
for about 15 miles and being about 20 miles wide. Its eastern
margin adjoins the River Murray.

Two birds were heard giving the call which, although "whistle
like" in character, is distinctly different from that of any of the
other South Australian members of the genus. The sharp
whistling climax is preceded by a "purring" tone which begins
very softly indeed, but increases in volume until the final whistle
is brought out with almost explosive force. The" purring,"
which is ventriloquial in character, is not a continuous note, but
a repetition of the same note becoming louder with each repeti
tion.

Unfortunately, only the male bird was collected. The female
ceased calling within a minute or so of the firing of the shot and
was not seen again. In the week, however, two other members
of the South Australian Ornithological Society, S. E. Terrill and
H. Jarman, who were present when the specimen was collected,
visited the place again and made some close observations of
another bird and also heard several others calling in different
parts of the scrub. No specimen was taken on this occasion.

The specimen taken tallies with the descriptions given by
Gouldu) and by Parsons and McGilp(3) and the measurements
are:-Total length 7j- inches, wingspread 13 inches. These
compare with those of four male specimens collected by F. E.
Parsons which range from 7i inches to 8t inches in total length
and from 12 inches to 12~ inches in wingspread. The colors
given for the soft parts are identical in each case.

The type of habitat in which the bird has been found since
its rediscovery in 1911 has been described as that comprising
" whip-stick" mallee of a dwarf nature, together with an under
growth of porcupine tussocks (3). The vegetation in which the
latest specimen was taken is composed of an association of
mallee, which for the most part is of a dwarf "whip-stick"
character, broombush (Baeckia) teatree (Melaleuca parviflora)
in more or less equal proportions with a fair sprinkling of
Olearia and Holly-leaved Grevillea (G. ilicifolia) and other
shrubs and bushes. There is, however, a complete absence of
porcupine (Triodia irritans). As mentioned previously, Gould
described the habitat as thinly-timbered scrub.

The actual spot at which this specimen was taken, and other
birds seen, is of interest on account of the fact that a large area
of this scrub situated about a mile west of this place has recently
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been proclaimed a sanctuary for native fauna and flora. There
is every possibility, therefore, that this species will be preserved
along with the Mallee Fowl (Leipoa ocellata) which is also found
therein, for many years to come.
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