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News and Views.
Obittwry.

Mr. Ronald Richard Minchin. It is with deep regret that
we have to record the death at the early age of thirty-five years
of our member, Mr.R. R. Minchin, who had been Director of
the Adelaide Zoological Gardens for the last four and a half
years.

M1'. Minchin joined the Association in 1938 and but for his
untimely death would undoubtedly have become one of our .
most prominent members. As an aviculturist he was world
famous, having had singular success in breeding some of the
rarer Australian parrots. He was also keenly interested in
Australian ducks, and by his efforts most kinds of native birds
at some time or other found their way into the collection of the
Royal Zoological Society's Gardens.

Mr. Minchin was a grandson of the first Zoo Director, Mr.
R. E. Minchin (1882) and his father, Mr. A. C. Minchin, was
'also Zoo Director for many years. He leaves a wife and infant
son to whom our deepest sympathy is extended.

New Members.
The following gentlemen have recently become members of

the Association:-Mr. A. Owen Crompton, of Salisbury; Mr.
H. Manfield, Zoological Gardens, Adelaide; Mr. E. S. Paterson,
of Brighton, was re-elected a member, having originally joined
the Association in 1922.

Olive Whistler.
Mr. E. F. Boehm, of Sutherlands, writes (29/2/1940) re

Olive Whistler (Pachycephala olivacea) , (see" S.A. Ornitholo
gist," XV, 5, 1940,p. 67): ". . . I should Iike to point out
that. about fifty-eight years previously the late Dr. E. P. Ramsay
(Proc. Linn. Soc., N.S.W., vol. VI) 1882, p. 836) read an article
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to the Linnean Society of New South Wales in which he recorded
having handled South Australian examples of P. oliuacea;"
The actual reference says (re P. olivacea): ""Ve have now both
sexes from the scrubs on the East coast near Sydney, and a
comparison of these with South Australian. and Tasmanian
examples, shows no difference in plumage whatever." From the
remainder of the context it is concluded that" South Austra
lian" means "southern Australian," i.e, "Victorian." There
are no examples of the species from South Australia in the Aus
tralian Museum, Sydney, or in the National.Museum, Melbourne,
" from anywhere west of Melbourne."-H.T.C.
lvIyste'l'Y Tail.

At the end of last year (1939), a member of the Association
(Mr. W. B. Hitchcock) found a tail of a bird on the beach at
Outer Harbour, quite unlike that of any Australian bird,
although the greyish mottlings suggested that of a Tawny Frog
mouth (Podargus strigoides). The tail was eventually for
warded to Mr. George Mack (Melbourne Museum), who identi
ned it as that of a Hazel Grouse Or Hazel Hen (Tetrastes
bonasia Linn). He suggests it was probably thrown overboard
from one of the liners which includes game on the menu. The
.Hazel Hen is an inhabitant of Europe and Asia, including
Japan, but not the British Isles. It has been referred to as.
"' the most delicate game bird."

Field Ornithology in Australia.
In February; 1940, Dr. D. L. Serventy, of Cronulla, New

South Wales, passed through Adelaide and informally addressed
it large gathering of members and friends on American methods
of bird-banding and field observation of birds as carried out
on organised lines, In Australia nothing on the lines indicated
has ever been attempted and it should be obvious to the orni
thologists of this country that ornithology in this respect is at
the same stage as that of America and Europe was fifty years
ago! It is to be hoped that the efforts of the R.A.O.U. to
rescue Australian ornithology "from the doldrums" will be
successful. ,

In Australia all too frequently we hear scientific workers
disparagingly state that" everything is known about our birds,"
and all too frequently also the study of bird life is referred to
aa "unscientific" and CI unimportant." It is obvious that such
statements could only be made by those who do not know that
except for the external features, distribution and habits in a
general way only, nothing is known of the life cycles and
economy of even our commonest birds.


