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Brown Plumage in Australian Corvus.
By E. F. Boehm.

Sutherlands, S.A. 10/6/1940.
The occurrence of brown plumage in an Australian species

of Corvus was reported in 1917 by Carter(2) who described
having noticed that many Crows on Dirk Hartog Island, W.A.,
had brown napes, and much brown, mingled with the ordinary
black plumage, on the back, wings and underparts. This mixed
plumage did not OCCUl' in juvenile specimens. One of Carter's
specimens with brown and black plumage was subsequently made
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the type of a supposed new sub-species by Mathcwste), described
as Corvus cecilae harioqi. .

lVhitlock(5) recorded a, specimen secured by himself, on the
same island, as having "the plumage much like that of an
English Blackbird (T1l1'dus l1w1'ula) , when changing from" the
mottled blackish-brown to the fully adult glossy black of
maturity."

In my collection there are two skins of the Australian Raven
(C. coronoides) taken near Sutherlands, S.A., which agree fairly
well with the Dirk Hartog Island Crows referred to above. Skin
No. 175, a mature female in heavy moult, has the old quill
feathers of the tail "and wings much worn and there are a few
new feathers in sheath. On the throat and chest the plumage
is blackish-brown., The feathers of the crown, nape and mantle'
arc black-brown with a coppery tinge, and but little purplish
sheen. All these brownish feathers are old and worn, and have,
brownish-grey bases. New shining black feathers with a pale:
grey base are sparingly interspersed among the brownish feathers
on the back, mantle, wings, and ventral surface. Iris- white-
with an inner ring of pale blue. Pharynx, black. Hackles
reduced by attrition; length, 29mm.

This specimen obviously represents a' case of delayed moult
having resulted in extreme attrition and fading of the old
feathers.

Skin No. 179, a juvenile(l) female in a moulting condition,
has blackish-brown plumage on the nape and mantle, with some
new shining black feathers in the latter region. Ventral surface
dull brownish-black Iris dark brown. Pharynx pink.

A copper tinge is reported(4) to develop in worn and faded
feathers of the nape and mantle of certain Asiatic and African
races of Corvus corax, Linne 1758. In the worn plumage of
Corvus ctupensis, Licht. 1823, of Southern Africa and Abyssinia,
the bluish sheen. almost disappears, leaving a dark coppery,
oily appearance (Ref. 5, p. 91). My skins of C. coronoidee,
described above, exhibit a marked reduction of the purplish
sheen on all the brownish, faded feathers. It is interesting
to note that examples of tho Black-winged Currawong
(Strepera melanoptera) in which the plumage is much worn
and faded are of' a decidedly blackish-brown colour.

Probably an arid environment hastens the attrition and
fading of the plumage in our Corvus species, while the irregular
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rainfall indirectly causes physiological disturbances in the birds,
resulting in irregularity and delay in the incidence of the seasonal
moult.
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