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OBITUARY
It is with deep regret that we ~ecord the

sudden death at Adelaide on April 7.' 195~,
of Mr. Samuel Ernest Terrill. Wlth his
passing the Association has lost a valu~d
and respected member. Those of us who
knew him well have suffered a deep personal

loss. 'd
Mr. Terrill was born at Cape Bri ge-

water Western Victoria, on June 9, 1876,
and after spending the early part of his life
at various places in the eastern States, set up
in business in Melbourne. In 1912 he trans
ferred to Adelaide, where his business venture
met with considerable success. He retired
in 1939.

Mr. Terrill's connection with the South
Australian Ornithological Association com
menced in 1927, and he was elected Vice
President in 1935, becoming President the
following year. Durin.g these years of office
he lost no opportumty to encourage the
younger members and frequently organised
small parties on trips to places near Adelaide.
His enthusiasm and patience when searching
for nests of birds was an inspiration to the

. younger people accompanying him.
In the year 1942 Mr. Terrill was again

elected President, when he was largely re
sponsible for holding the Association together
during a very difficult period of the War.
The majority of the younger members were
in the armed forces, and many of the older
members now found little time for orni
thology.

At the end of his term of office as Presi
dent Mr. Terrill took over the duties of Hono
rary Secretary in 1943, and continued in
this capacity until 1948. During this period
he applied himself to building up the memo
bership and finances of the Association. He
also assisted the Editorial Committee in ob
taining material for publication in the
magazine, so that regular issues continued to
be published.

Mr. Terrill was an enthusiastic and capable
photographer, and spent many hours obtain
ing photographs of South Australian birds.
Some of the results of his patient efforts'
have appeared in this magazine from time to
time. He also devoted a lot of time to the
study of the nesting habits of the Mallee Fowl
(Leipoa jocellata}, and had a number of
mounds' under observation for several years
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in the Hundred of Freeling, east of Hartley.
On one occasion he observed a newly-hatched
chick emerge from a mound.

An interestincr and successful attempt to
provide nesting ~ites for wild ducks was car
ried out at Port Gawler. 'Wooden barrels an~
boxes were erected in trees around the arti
ficial lake at Buckland Park, and within a
few days of the erectio~ of ~ve of these
three were occupied. This project was con
tinued for several years, and the number of
barrels was increased to fifteen. It is hoped
to publish Mr. Terrill's notes on this experi-
ment shortly.

Mr. Terrill was a keen aviculturist and a
successful breeder of: Budgerigars. He was
awarded the medal of the Avicultural Society
of South Australia for being the first to breed
the Willie Wagtail (Rhipidura leucophrys) in
captivity.

His passing has left us bereft of a kindly,
generous gentleman, and a lover and cham
pion of our native birds.

C. E. RIX.
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