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On November 15, 1955, while in the
company of Mr. H. J. Norton at Clarendon
Ridge, we were the spectators of an inter
esting domestic event concerning a pair of
Mistletoe-Birds (Dicaeum. hirundinaceum}
and a White-naped Honeyeater (Melithreptus
lunatus}, In a prickly acacia we had just
discovered a nest of the Rufuous Whistler
(Pachycephala rufiuentris}, and in the same
bush a nest of the Mistletoe-Bird about two
thirds built.

This last-mentioned nest was in an un
usual position, as this bird almost invariably

selects the leafy dr.ooping foliage of a gum
as a nesting site. We were standing a short
distance away discussing the nests, when
the male Mistletoe-Bird approached and
perched up about 15 ft. upon a dry stick of
a small blue gum growing nearby. After a
short interval his mate alighted beneath and
about a yard or so away, whereupon he at
once flew down to their nest and started to
pull and jerk it about. This went on for
half a minute or so; then he returned to
his perch and at once the female. flew to
the nest' and left with a piece of. material in
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her beak to fly down the gully, closely fol
lowed by her mate, who kept up a constant
twittering as if urging her on. Doubtless
we were witnessing the birds changing their
nesting site (using the same material)-an
action most likely brought about because the
Whistlers had selected the same bush.

It could reasonably be assumed that the
Whistlers were the second to start nesting
operations, as the flimsy one made by them
would only take a short time to build COm
pared to the beautifully woven nest made
by Dicaeum, where the female does the whole
of the nest-building. It was interesting to
learn that, when it came to rebuilding, the
female seemed incapable of loosening the
material properly, this being done each time
by her mate.

We had watched the procedure outlined
above for some time, when a thief arrived.
A White-nared Honeyeater flew to the ;nest
and after removing a piece of material left
with, it in its beak. Two species were now
working at the partly-dismantled nest. Later
the Honeyeater was tugging vigorously at the

nest when the male Mistletoe-Bird arrived,
and although the smaller of the two at once
attacked the interloper with much noise and
drove it away without nesting material.

On another occasion the female Mistletoe
Bird, after removing a piece of material,
dropped it to the ground among thick under
growth, and she at once went to earth for
some minutes in search of it. Her mate all
the while remained on his perch "scolding,"
and when she failed in her search (and re-.
turned to her position) he went to the nest a
second time to loosen it, after which she
carried away material in the usual manner.

Perhaps it was imagination on our part,
but it seemed that the notes of the "Lord and
Master" on this occasion were louder and
more aggressive and that his anger at having
to attend the nest twice, due to the care
lessness of his mate, was being expressed in
no uncertain manner!

Some time later when passing I noticed
that the whole of the nest had disappeared,
and hoped that the rightful owners had
triumphed.


