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AUTUMN MIGRATION OF THE SHORT-TAILED
SHEARWATER OR MUTTON-Bffin

By H. M. COOPER

The following information has been sup
plied by Mr. G. Mardon, Chairman. of the
Port Wakefield District Council, from
personal observations. He has seen mass
flights of Mutton-birds (Puffinus tenuirostris)
arrive from the south, average datings about
the end of April, at the waters of St. Vincent
Gulf outside the township of Port Wakefield,
and the waters extending to the extremity
of the Gulf a couple of miles above the town.

After arriving they fly back and forth as
if lost and confused; some have been observed
to alight on the water. Soon after, they all
disappear again. He has found one bird, in
his opinion either hurt or exhausted, which
after being fed with fish, later flew away. A
local farmer, living a couple of miles inland
from the head of the Gulf and towards the
Hummock Mount, found another Mutton-bird
dead on his property there.

[NOTE: Mutton-birds regularly visit and

breed on several islands in and adjacent to
the entrance of Spencer Gulf and- further
westwards. During the last week in April
large flocks have been observed regularly for
many years flying northwards along the
eastern shores of St. Vincent Gulf, presum
ably engaged in the first stage of their migra
tion to the northern hemisphere. Later on
the same day, or sometimes on the day
following, similar flocks of these birds have
been reported flying southwards and following
the shoreline. It has been generally assumed
(and there is no evidence to the contrary)
that the birds involved in this movement
have flown into St. Vincent Gulf in response
to an "urge" to fly northwards, and having
reached the northern limit of the gulf,
discover their mistake, turn around and head
for the Pacific coast of eastern Australia,
where they proceed to the vicinity of Japan
and the Bering Sea- in the northern hemi
sphere.-Editor.]


