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COMMON TERN (Sterna hirundo) SOUTH
AUSTRALIA

By A. H. LEND ON.

On Saturday, May 19, 1956, Dr. Mark was seen and tentatively labelled a White-
Bonnin and the writer took two English fronted Tern; it was in company with
visitors to Buckland Park to show them some Caspian Terns and Silver Gulls. The follow-
birds. We were considerably intrigued by inz Sunday I was with Dr. D. Brummitt and
a grQup of some thirty or forty small Terns M~. J. B. Hood when the same birds was
which were resting on the I.C.I. northernmost seen again and an unsuccessful attempt was
bank and which could be approached easily. made to collect it for identification purposes.
The notes taken at that time were that they Finally, on December 31, the bird was
were about the size of a Marsh Tern (Chli- again seen and was shot by Mr. R. McKechnie
donias hybrida), with black (or very dark) and it has been identified as the Common
hills and dark red feet. The nape was black, Tern (Sterna hirundo), a species not pre-
the forehead and crown white, the wings were viously recorded for South Australia. Other
very pale grey and the under surface was Australian records of this northern hemi-
white. In retrospect it seems likely that sphere species are by Hindwood (Emu, 44,
they were Marsh Terns in non-breeding 1944, pp. 41-43), Hitchcock and Favaloro
plumage. Amongst them was another bird, (iVlem. Nat. Mus. Vict., 17, 1951, pp. 207-
not as fearless, which was a little larger, 214), White (Emu, 46, 1946, pp. 98-99),
with a dark bill. The leg color was not and Dunnett CW. Aust, Nat., 1956, pp. 86-
seen.. The whole head was speckled and 88).
the back was a much darker grey than that It is again worthy of note that no Marsh
of the other birds. This bird was thought Terns were seen in the locality on the three
most likely to be either a Roseate or an occasions in December on which this bird
Arctic Tern. was seen, but on subsequent visits in January,

The following day another visit was made 1957, the species has been present in large
in the hope of collecting specimens of both numbers in breeding, non-breeding and im-
birds, but none was seen. mature plumage stages.

In the course of several further visits [Sterna hirundo: details of specimen. S.A.
during the winter and spring no puzzling Museum Reg. No. B24805. Female; locality,
terns were seen and it is worthy of note Buckland Park, near Port Gawler, S.A. Date,
that no Marsh Terns were identified on these December 31, 1956. Wing 245; tarsus 19;
visits. bill 32.5; outer tail feathers 98 mrn. Plumage

On Sunday, December 2, in company with worn. Iris brown; legs and feet dark reddish-
Mr. R. W. McKechnie, a single, strange tern brown.]
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