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NOTES ON THE BREEDING
FROGMOUTH ~ODARG~

(By REX ELLIS)

OF THE TAWNY
STRIGOIDES)

These observations were made at McLaren
Vale; 25 miles south of Adelaide.

The nest was built in a pine, on the
end of a horizontal branch about 20 feet
from the ground. My observations started
when the young were in the fledgeling stage.
Both chicks were reared successfully. We
often visited the nest at night, and in many
cases the birds made bold swoops at us. In.
the daytime, however, they made no attempt
to attack us, except early one morning when
we tried to touch one of the young birds,
which was on the ground. Both birds would
fly straight at our heads, then at the last
moment veer round, snapping their bills as
they went by. In the daytime, only one bird
was seen, and that was sitting on the nest.
At night, both birds were at the nest. One
either hunted or sat on a branch near the
nest, while the other bird was brooding. I
could not distinguish between the two sexes.
When the two frogmouths were annoyed in
any way, they raised the feathers on the
neck and head, and opened and shut their

bills. At no time did we hear their call
note. . It was almost impossible, especially in
the daytime, to flush the bird from the nest.
It preferred to sit there, seemingly half
asleep, and if an attempt was made to touch
it the bird would snap at the intruder. The
sitting bird mostly sat with its head at an
angle of about 30 degrees, and in the same
straight line as the tail, and very rarely
shifted. The first bird to attempt to fly
unfortunately landed on the ground and,
after many attempts, failed to regain the tree.
One bird, perhaps the female, flew down, and
for two days and two nights it squatted on
the ground next to the young bird. It
adopted the same position as when on. the
nest, and nothing could cause it to move.
When the young bird grew stronger, it flew
back to the nest. The other youngster tried
its wings soon after, and was quite successful.
The two parents remained present, and mostly
sat on low branches observing the young. A
few days later, the whole family departed
from the area. We had good opportunities
to photograph them at the nest.


