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REPORTS AND GENERAL NOTES
NEW HON. SECRETARY

Dr. C. Oliver Fuller has accepted the office
of Hon, Secretary and Treasurer of the' Asso
ciation as from May, 1958. His business
address is: Department of Health, 169 Rundle
Street, Adelaide ('phone W0461, Ext. 532).

ASSOCIATION LIBRARY

The library is open during normal office
hours at the Zoological Gardens (9 a.m.-5
p.m. week-days; 9 a.m.-noon Saturdays).
The borrowers' book must be signed WHEN
TAKING AND RETURNING 'books from the
library. An attendance book must be
si'l,ued, with the date of each visit. If re-,
quired, attending members must give their
names to staff members of the Zoo, who will
have a list of names of members of the
Association. Arrangements may be made
for bona fide members to work in the library
at other times through the Hon, Librarian,
Mr. I. S. Wilson ('phone FA 1169) or c/o
Zoology Dept., University of Adelaide. Coun
try members may borrow periodicals and
books by applying to Mr. Wilson and paying
postage. These rules have been designed
for the safe-keeping of the library.

Entrance to 'library is made through the
Zoo office in the Director's residence. Pro
ceed along the roadway in the Botanic Park
from Frome Road towards Hackney Road and
enter Zoo through private entrance. Ample
parking space available.

BACK NUMBERS

Hack number of many parts of the South
Australian Ornithologist are available at 1/.
per single copy, to members. Write to Hon.
Secretary.

EXTRACTS FROM REPORT OF HON.
SECRETARY (R. Schodde) FOR YEAR

1957~58

Although 12' members have lapsed, mem
bership now comprises 129 persons, includ
ing 18 juniors and 4 honorary members, as
compared with 110 members at this date last
year. Average attendance at the 11 meetings
held during the year was 28 persons. . We
have 20 subscribers to the magazine, and
48 exchangers with our' publication, which. .'

consist of: Australasian (19), Great Britain
(5), U.S.A. (9), other countries (15).

Members have enjoyed a .wide variety of
addresses at the meetings, and speakers and
their subjects were:-
Messrs. D. Kraehenbuehl and W. S. Gray:

Colored slides of Native Birds.
Mr. B. Thomas: "Breeding the Tawny Frog

mouth in Captivity."
Mr. I. J. Boaden: Color movie films of South

Australian Birds.
Dr. R. E. Britten Jones: "Birds Observed on

a Trip to Darwin." .
Mr. R. Schodde: "An Expedition to Ayers

Rock and Mount Olga."
Mr. F. E. Parsons: "Patterns in Bird Feather

Tracts."
Prof. J. B. Cleland: "Historical Experiences

in South Australian Ornithology."
Mr. Brian Glover: "A Trip to Cooper Creek."

During the year, three general discussion
evenings were set aside so that all members
could participate in the evening's proceed
ings, and air their ornithological problems
and experiences. The response to these
meetings has been very pleasing, and the
friendly atmosphere has without doubt
brought members closer together. Several
evenings will be arranged for the coming
ye!J.r.

Preparation of the .indices to the South
Australian Ornithologist, vols. 1-20, is still
in progress. An Author-Subject index to
vol. 21 of the magazine appeared during
the year.

EXCURSIONS: On the Labor Day week
end', October 1957, the Dept. of Adult Edu
cation, University of Adelaide, conducted a
bird school, at which several members of our
Association acted as tutors for some of the
classes. Two excursions were held during
the year. The visits were made to Buckland
Park, and to Pelican Point, Outer Harbor.

PROJECTS: M1essrs. R. Schodde and B.
Glover have organised an official project of
the Association to band the Silver Gull Colo
nies at St. Kilda and Dry Creek, on the I.e.!.
Saltpans. Some 500 birds were banded in
the. 1957 breeding season, and the partici
pating members found the work unusual but
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enjoyable. Dr. A. Lendon has banded gulls
at St. Kilda and ducks at Buckland Park for
the C.S.loR.O. Bird-banding is an admir
able project for an ornithological body.
Messrs. Glover and Schodde are continuing
the negotiations with the C.S.loR.O. with a
view to banding the Pied Cormorant colony
at Port Gawler.

CONSERVATION: The most urgent prob
lem confronting our study of South Aus
tralian bird-life, I believe, is not fully recog.
nised, This problem is the need for conser
vation. Several South Australian biological
scientists have recently informed me that we
have at present our last chances to preserve
adequate semblances of natural life in the
major geographic regions of our State. The
prime need is for reserves-large reserves,
which for the most part are excluded from
the picnicker. Our Association has always
given support to moves for the reservation
of nature reserves, and this policy should
continue. If this course is not always open,
then the possibility of obtaining a more
rigorous protection than at present afforded
our more susceptible ana rarer birds may
be desirable. To fulfil the aims of our
Association, we should become consciously
conservation minded.

MONTHLY MEETING REPORT:
AUGUST 30, 1957.

Mr. G. B. Ragless announced that the Coun
cil of the Zoological Gardens had agreed to
house the Association's Library in the Direc
tor's residence at the Zoological Gardens.
Rules for the use of the Library were being
drawn up.

Mr. D. A. G. Thomas asked if any more
information was available regarding the' in
discriminate trapping of wild birds in the
Adelaide foothills by New Australians. He
mentioned that extensive trapping of Galahs
was going on in the Adelaide city parklands.
No .other information was forthcoming•.

In response to some members asking what
size binoculars were most suitable for bird
watching, it was agreed that for general bird
watching a 7 x 50 glass was as good as any.

Subject for the Evening: Dr. R. E. Britten
Jones gave an informative talk on country
seen, and birds observed, oil a recent caravan
trip to Darwin..

'The following' persons were elected to mem
bership:-As ordinary members: Messrs. C. 1.

McPherson and T. J. Smith. As junior memo
bers: Masters C. Coombe, J. Watson and T-.
Nottage.

Meeting attended by 24 members and
friends.

MONTHLY MEETING REPORT:
SEPTEMBER '27, 1957.

The following persons were elected to memo
bership :-As an ordinary member: Mr. B.
C. Newland. As junior members: Masters'
Michael Young and G. Playford.

Conservation Problems: Mr. J. B. Hood,
of Naracoorte, spoke on problems relating
to the duck-shooting season in the South-East
of South. Australia. The season opened an.
nually in South Australia on February 15,
two weeks before the opening of the Victorian
season. As a result, during this two-week
period, large -numbers of Victorian shooters
come into South Australia to shoot ducks.
In their own interests, both South Australian
duck-shooters and people interested in birds
in the South-East want this practice to cease.
Since the dates of the Victorian open season
are determined by the findings of trained
biologists in the Victorian Fisheries and Game
Dept., Mr. Hood considered that the most
suitable solution to this problem would- be.
the altering or the making flexible of the
dates of the S01,1th Australian season to co
incide with those of Victoria. Mr. Hood
added that this alteration to our open season
would save hundreds of birds each year.

Members decided that the Minister for'
Agriculture should be requested to consider
an amendment to .the Animals and Birds
Protection Act to enable the coincidence .of
the dates of the South Australian' duck.
shooting season with those of Victoria; '

Mr. Hood further discussed the trapping of
ducks in South Australia, which, under the
present Animals and Birds Protection Act, is .
not illegal without a permit in the open sea
son. South Australia- was the only State
where such trapping could take place without
a permit. Mr. Hood stated that this prac
tice could become a "racket," and should
be stopped immediately.

It was decided that an additional note
would be sent to the Minister for Agriculture,
requesting that consideration be given to an
amendment of the Animals and Birds Pro
tection Act to make illegal the taking or trap-
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ping of ducks by means other than guns
during the open season.

Subject for the Evening: Mr. R. Schodde
addressed members on a recent expedition to
Ayers Rock and Mount Olga in Central Aus
tralia with the South Australian Field Natu
ralists' Society. Several rare inland species
were observed, such as the Banded Whiteface,
Black-breasted Buzzard, Dusky Grass Wren,

. Turquoise Wren, and Bouke Parrot, and some
diagnostic field descriptions were given. The
address was illustrated by a series of 'color
film transparencies.

Meeting attended by 27 members and
friends.

MONTHLY MEETING REPORT:
OCTOBER 25, 1957.

:Meeting attended by 30 members and
friends.

Mr. R. P. Cooper, of Victoria, was elected
an ordinary member of the Association.

Bird Banding: Mr. R. Schodde was organ
ising a project to band the Silver Gull colonies
at St. Kilda and Dry Creek on the I.C.I. Salt
Pans. To the above date, 193 birds had been
banded by some members. A schedule of
proposed dates for banding was tabled, and
all interested members were asked to join
in and assist in the work.

On the Labor Day week-end, 1957, the
W.E.A., University of Adelaide, held a bird
school. The guest lecturer was Mr. A. McEvey,
Curator of Birds, National Museum, Mel
bourne. Certain members of our Associa
tion (Messrs. B. Glover, A. Lendon, R. W.
McKechnie, G. B. Ragless, and R. Schodde)
gave assistance on the field day at Buckland
Park, and at other occasions during the
school.

Subject for the Evening: Mr. F. E. Parsons
gave an address on feather patterns, and
feather tracts as characters to be used in bird
classification. He ably demonstrated with
detailed diagrams that tract patterns were
distinctive between various passerine birds.

MONTHLY MEETING REPORT:
NOVEMBER 29, 1957.

Meeting attended by 30 members and
friends.

The following persons were elected to
membership :-As ordinary members: Miss
M. Dawbarn, Dr. C. Swan and Mr. H. J.

Hutchinson. As junior members: Masters R.
Jamieson and R. Luxmoore.

Mr. R. Schodde reported on the Silver Gull
banding scheme, some 350 birds being banded
to the above date. The mortality rate among
gull chicks appeared to be rather high. Mr.
Schodde moved that the scheme to band the
Silver Gull colonies at Dry Creek and St.
Kilda be made an official proj ect of the Asso
ciation. Seconded by Mr. B. Glover; car
ried.

As no reply had been received from the
Minister for Agriculture regarding our en
quiry of April, 1957, into the status of the
introduced Indian Mynah in northern Ade
laide suburbs, and our recommendation for
its eradication, Dr. D. W. Brummitt read to
members a letter from the Secretary to the
Minister for Agriculture to the Hon. A. J.
Melrose, M.L.C., which stated:

"The Minister for Agriculture, who is away
in the country this week, has asked me to
let you know that he has made enquiries
regarding the Mynah birds which you told
him existed in colonies at British Tube Mills
and North Road Cemetery.

"According to the Chief Inspector of Fish
eries and Game, these birds, which are very
much like starlings, are totally unprotected;
therefore, the people affected can take the
necessary steps' to rid themselves of the birds.

"As a matter of interest, Mr. Moorhouse
said that Mynahs are very common in Queens.
land; they are as well known there as starlings
are in this State."

In view of this, members considered that
a letter should be written to "The Adver
tiser" to focus public attention on the situa
tion. This letter was published in the
newspaper, without alteration, on February
1, 1958.

Mr. D. Kraehenbuehl, who had visited the
area in November, 1957, reported that the
activities of local fishermen had extermina
ted the Pelicans from one of their breeding
islands in the reserve on the Coorong Islands,
but that the birds had recently begun nesting
this season on an adjacent island, and were
Incubating eggs in early November.

Subject for the Evening: Professor J. B.'
Cleland gave an address on experiences in.
Australian Ornithology. Particularly interest
ing were his discourses upon his tenuous
associations with famous Australian ornitho-
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logists, such as John Gould, and Governor
G;orge Grey of South Australia.

MONTHLY MEETING REPORT:
JANUARY 31, 1958.

Meeting attended by 26 members. and
friends.

The following members were elected as
ordinary members: Misses S. Douglas, B.
Wall, M. Teesdale-Smith, and Mr. L. Smith.

Bird Banding: The Association's Silver
Gull banding scheme had been completed at

. Dry Creek and St. Kilda for the 1957 season
with some 500 birds banded. Dr. A. Lendon
added that he had banded gulls at St. Kilda
and ducks at Buckland Park.

A survey of the Pelican Islands by
Messrs. F. R. Chapman, R. M: Gibbs, B.
Glover, D. Kraehenbuehl, R. Savage and R.
Schodde on December 3 and 4, 1957, sug·
gested that no young Pelicans of the current
season had left the breeding. grounds.

A letter had been received from Mr. A. R.
Attiwell, of Naracoorte, drawing the attention
of members to the proposed gazetting of two
large reserves in the South-East near Nara
coorte, viz. the "Fairview" area, and some
5,000 acres in the Hundred of Spence. The
principal moves for this establishment were
being made by the Stockowners' Association,
but assistance from members of our Associa
tion would be helpful.

Subject for the Evening; Mr. B. Glover
gave an illustrated talk on a trip to Cooper
Creek, October, 1957, with Dr. R. E. Britten
Jones. To conclude, Mr. D. Kraehenbuehl
showed colored slides of birds nesting on the
Coorong Pelican Islands, and gull banding
at St. Kilda and Dry Creek.

MONTHLY MEETING REPORT:
FEBRUARY 28, 1958.

Meeting attended by 30 members and
friends.

Misses E. A. Barton and S. J. Holyoak and
J.VI:'aster D. Wanke were elected to junior
membership.

A letter was read from an Enfield resident
complaining that the introduced Indian
Mynah was creating a "noisy nuisance of
itself in his district." Additional informa
tion of the occurrence of the species was
given by members, and because of this it was

decided that the Association would write a
further letter to the Minister of Agriculture,
indicating still more accurately where these
birds were to be found, and urging their im
mediate eradication. Master C. Brandis had
collected two birds for the S.A. Museum.

An enjoyable February excursion was held
at Pelican Point, Outer Harbour, and the
Torrens Outlet, and was attended by 11
members. The prime object of the excur
sion was to familiarise members with the
migratory wading birds frequenting our
shores, and a birdlist of over 30 species was
compiled, which included two Wood Sand.
pipers,six Spotted Crakes, and about five
Australian Snipe observed at the River Tor
rens Outlet.

Members learnt that negotiations had been
completed with the Royal Zoological Society
to house our library at the Director's resi
dence, Adelaide Zoological Gardens, in the
Royal Zoological Society's Boardroom.

Subject for the Evening: A' discussion
evening had been arranged, and bird notes
and queries had occupied a large section of
the proceedings. To conclude, Mr. B. Glover
gave a short, but interesting, address on sons
cycles in introduced birds, comparing th~
l~ngth ~f the seasonal cycles of European
buds with those he had observed in South
Australia, and Mr. R. Schodde, with the as.
sistance of skins from the S.A. Museum,
pointed out the distinguishing field character.
istics of the five Australian species of Cor.
morant, and the Darter.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING:
MARCH 28, 1958.

Meeting attended by 27 members and
friends.

The Hon, Secretary's Annual Report and a
tent:'ltive Financial Statement for the year
endmg 31/3/1958 was read and received.

The following members were elected to fill
the offices of the Association:

President: Mr. G. B. Hagless.
Vice.President: Dr. D. W. Brummitt.
Hon. Secretary and Treasurer: Mr. R.

Schodde.

Hon. Editor: Mr. H. T. Condon.
Extra Member of the Executive Commit.

tee: Dr. A. H. Lendon,
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Hon. Auditor: Mr. C. E. Rix.
Hon. Librarian: Mr. I. S. Wilson.

MONTHLY MEETING:
MARCH 28, 1958.

Meeting attended by 27 members and
friends.

Regarding the recent move of the Stock
owners' Association to gazette about 6,000
acres of scrub in the Hundred of Spence in
the South-East of South Australia as a reserve

(reported by ~r. A. R. Attiwell, of Nara
coorte, at the January 1958 general meeting),
members decided that a letter should be sent
to Mr. 1. C. Harding, M.P., who is negotia
ting for the reserve, offering the assistance of
our Association.

Mr. G. B. Ragless gave his presidential
address, which was an interesting resume of
birds observed on a recent holiday at Inman
Valley, where one of the highlights was the
finding that the Ground Thrush was a com
mon bird of the district.


