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BIRDS SEEN ON A TRIP TO TROUBRIDGE
ISLAND, S.A.

By REX ELLIS, McLaren Vale

Troubridge Island is situated opposite
Edithburgh, Yorke Peninsula, and has an
area of approximately three acres. It is
completely surrounded by a wide shallow
beach. The rest of the island consists of
low sandhiIls, which are thickly covered with
small bushes. At the northern end of the
island there are some boxthorns.

I arrivedat the island 'on January 3, 1958,
about 9 a.m., and left 'at about 3 p.m.
Twenty species were recorded.

List of birds recorded:
Sooty Oystercatcher (Haematopus unicolor)

-Three birds were seen feeding at low
tide mark. The lighthouse keeper said
there were usually five or six birds resi
dent on the island.

Pied Oystercatcher (H. ostralegus}-Two
pairs seen at low tide.

Whitefaced Heron (Notophoyx nouae-hollan
diae}-One pair observed.

Pelican (Pelecanus conspicillatus}-One bird
seen at low tide. The head keeper said

. this bird is a regular visitor to the
island.

Flamingo (Phoenicopteris chilensis}-A bird
escaped from the Adelaide Zoo some
years ago and seems to regard the island
as its home.

Pied Cormorant {Phalacrocorax varius)
Common and in large numbers. Some
times nests on the northern end of the
island on top of the boxthorns.

Little Pied Cormorant (P. melanoleucus)
One pair seen. Apparently not common
on Troubridge Island.

Curlew Sandpiper. (Erolia testacea}-Four
birds observed at low tide.

Red-capped Dottere1 {Charadrius ruficapil
lus}-:-A few seen.

Silver Gull (Larus novae-hollandiae}-Com
mono Nests on the island.. At the time
of my visit most of the young gulls had
left, but I discovered three nests, each
with a young chick.

Crested Tern (Sterna bergii}-The common
est bird on the island. Nests on the beach
just out of reach of high tide. At the

time of my visit there were approximately
two thousand of these birds nesting. The
majority of the nests contained young in
all stages of development. Other nests
contained one egg, some contained two.
Many of the terns refused to leave their
nests, even when touched. The eggs
varied greatly in color pattern.

Fairy Tern (S. nereis}-Common. Often seen
in the company of Crested Terns.

Caspian Tern (Hydroprogne caspia}-I saw
a flock of about ten birds, all of which
were nesting in a small group about 30
yards from the Crested Terns. Most of
the nests contained two eggs, and I dis
covered one nest with four eggs. There
were no chicks hatched.

Pacific Gull (Larus paciftcus)-One bird seen
in immature plumage.

Fairy Penguin (Eudyptula minor}-Common.
Birds were nesting in burrows under the
bushes. The young could be handled
quite easily, but the old bird pecked
savagely if touched. The old birds fre
quently uttered a series of growls. All
chicks were ready to leave the nest.

Red-backed Parrot (Psephotus haematonotus)
-One pair seen. - According to the
keeper they are common on the island.

Galah (Kakatoe Toseicapilla}-One bird was
seen flying over the island. Flocks of
these birds are frequently seen on the
island.

House Sparrow (Passer domesticus}-Com
mon, especially around the house. Breeds
on the island.

Goldfinch (Carduelis carduelis}-One pair
seen on a boxthorn bush.

-----:0:-----


