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RECOVERIES OF RINGED PUFFINUS
TENUIROSTRIS IN THE NORTH

PACIFIC

(By D. L. SERVENTY)

In the South Australian Ornithologist, 22
(4), October 1957: 56, I reported the recovery
of a Short-tailed Shearwater (Pulfinus tenui-.
rostris), ringed at Goat Is., off Ceduna, and,
recovered in the Bering Sea at lat. 50° 40' N.,
lng. 170· 50' E. The bird had been ringed .
as a fledgling in its burrow on March 14,
1957, and the date of recovery was given as
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May 6 the same year. Unfortunately the
latter date has proved to be incorrect, and
the bird was actually found about a month
later.

In response to a request that the capture
date be verified, the First Secretary of the
Australian Embassy at Tokyo (which pro
vided the original information) replied: "In
accordance with the request that the date of
capture of the bird be verified, we wrote to
Mr. Kasamatsu and have now received a letter
from him. A translation of the relevant
section of this is as follows:-'With reference
to your request for verification of the date of
capture as May 6. I am very sorry indeed
but this was a typographical error and I
would like to alter it to June 5, which is the
correct date.' It is clear that in the Japanese
typing, the figures 5 and 6 have been trans
posed."

Dr. Nagahisa Kuroda, of the Yamashina
Museum of Birds, Tokyo, also kindly made
inquiries for me and obtained some additional
information on the circumstances of capture.
The bird was found dead at the upper part
of the salmon net, and the time of death was
estimated to have been between 6 p.m. on
June 4 and 5' a.m, on June 5. Sea-birds
usually gathered around the salmon fishing
boats and fed on waste and fish viscera thrown
overboard. Puffinus tenuirostris had been
noted among these.

The amended date still demonstrates the
rapid trans-equatorial flights of these birds.
The young birds leave their burrows between
about April 20 and the first week in May,
and this bird had reached the Bering Sea
between four and six weeks later.

This year (1958) we have received infor
mation of yet another ringed fledgling from
Goat Is., recovered in the north Pacific area.
This bird (no. 160.00572) was ringed at
Goat Is. on March 12, 1958, by Mr. N. E.
Stewart, of my staff. On June 2 a party of
excursionists from the city of Nagoya, Japan,
found it in an, exhausted condition on the
Atsumi Peninsula. The bird was taken to
the city zoological gardens, but died on June
7. This recovery would be about a month
after the average departure date of the young
birds from their nesting burrows.


