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NOTES FROM MULYUNGARlE
STATION

(By T0N:Y McNAMARA)

Mulyungarie Station is a. large holding,
situated 40 miles north of Cockburn, which
is just inside the border on the Adelaide
Broken Hill road. The bottom half of the
property is covered with saltbush and small
clumps of black-oak, the top half is covered
with large sandhills, on which are dense
scrubs of mulga and black-oak.

These notes cover my observations for
the 1957 breeding season, for which I was
present. Many stationary species nested
freely. The birds did not breed so well
as they did during the 1956 season.

Wedgetailed Eagles bred very freely, and
I found seven nests, all containing two eggs,
and 19 nests containing young. They prefer
to build in box gums, and I have observed a
few nests in mulga trees. Nankeen Kestrels'
nests, with eggs and young, were common,
and I found one nest of the Collared Sparrow
hawk which contained three eggs. As rain
was limited during 1957, Emus did not nest
at all as far as I know, but I am hoping for
better results this coming season (during
May and June).

Black-faced Woodswallows and the White
breasted species nested very well, and it was
quite common to find their nests containing
clutches of two and three eggs. They favored
black-oaks as nesting sites mainly. A few
pairs of Orange Chats nested in saltbush
plants, but the Crimson Chat did not breed.
The Yellow-throated Miners' nests contained
eggs and young, and were very common.
During October I found a Grey Butcher
birds' nest within 10 ft. of a Yellow-throated
Miners' nest in ~ box gum. Both .contained
three eggs. This seems very strange to me
as Butcher-birds and other species seldom get
on together. .

Tawny-crowned Honeyeaters and White
browed Babblers' nests, containing eggs and
young, were very common, in the scrubs, and
I also found the Wedgebills breeding in
places. They prefer to built in small prickly
bushes. Thousands of ravens and White-

backed Magpies bred together in company
with Nankeen Kestrels in belts of black-oak.
Welcome Swallows and Eastern Whitefaces
were the only other birds to breed, except for
a nest of Tawny Frogmouths, containing two
eggs. The nest was built in a box gum
which was on the bank of a large creek. .

About a year ago I was surprised to find
a Glossy Ibis and a White Egret in company
with each other on one of the out-dams.
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