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BIRDS OF THE PORT WAKEFIELD DISTRICT, 1968-1985

PAUL W.TAYLOR

INTRODUCTION

This paper summarizes my observations of
birds in the Port Wakefield district from 1968 to

-December 1985, although I made more
concentrated efforts from May 1984to December
1985. In summarizing these observations I have
tried to indicate changes in status and seasonal
movements of species.

The area covered is from Bald Hill Beach, 10km
S of Port Wakefield to Lochiel in the north and
from the Hummocks Range in the west to
Whitwarta in the east. Most of my observations
were made in the South Hummocks and
Nantawarra districts north of Port Wakefield. I
surveyed Clinton Conservation Park (CP), an area
of mangroves, mudflats and coastal samphire,
from November 1976 to October 1977. Port
Wakefield is itself ca 90 km NW of Adelaide at the
head of Gulf St Vincent. Figure 1 shows all the
localities mentioned in the text.

The habitats of the area vary from tidal
mudflats, mangroves and other coastal vegetation
with adjoining samphire flats, to cleared
agricultural land with generally small areas of
mallee scrubland on sandy, rocky or hilly sites. Salt
lakes, generally dry during summer and often
containing water in winter, occur near Lochiel,
Whitwarta and north of Port Wakefield. There is
little natural fresh water in the region. The
Wakefield River, winding its way through
Whitwarta to Port Wakefield is usually dry apart
from a fewsmall pools, and only flows when heavy
rain falls north and east of Balaklava where the
river rises.

The average annual rainfall is approximately
300mm at Port Wakefield and increases to over400
mm near Lochiel.

A total of 184 species has been recorded in the
area and this includes some recorded only by
SAOA (1977). Seventy-eight species have been
found breeding. From April 1984 to December
1985, 150 species were recorded. The literature
contains many incidental and casual observations
from the Port Wakefield district but the present

article is the first detailed account from the area.
In the Annotated List below, references to the

mallee of the South Hummocks district always
includes the Hummocks Range. Br indicates that a
species has been found breeding. To indicate the
status of species, the following terms and
definitions have been used:
Common: Frequently seen in large numbers.
Moderately Common: In small numbers in
suitable habitat but not always encountered.
Uncommon: Seen only occasionally in low
numbers.
Rare; Seen very infrequently even in suitable
habitat.

A more complete version of the Annotated List
has been lodged in the library of the South
Australian Ornithological Association.

ANNOTATED LIST

HOAR¥HEADEDGREBE
Poliocephaluspoliocephalus

Uncommon -and usually seen singly. Frequents
salt water and, occasionally, fresh water dams.
Numerous in 1978.The four observations made in
1984-85 were of single birds in northern Gulf
waters in the months June-October.

WANDERING ALBATROSS Diomeda exulans
One adult found dead in paddock, 15km N of

Port Wakefield, 21November 1976(now preserved
as a complete skeleton in the South Australian
Museum reg. no. B31541).

SHORTTAILED SHEARWATER
Puffinus tenuirostris

The only sighting isofa large flock north ofPort
Arthur (before 1974,exact date unrecorded).

AUSTRALIAN PELICAN
Pelecanus conspicillatus

Moderately common on coastal waters. Usually
seen in small numbers but occasionally larger
flocks of up to 20. Throughout the year.
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Figure I: Map of the Port Wakefield district showing localities mentioned in the text.
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GREAT CORMORANT Phalacrocorax carbo
Uncommon. Frequents coastal waters and

sometimes fresh water dams. Only two records in
1984-85, each of single birds, September 1984and
December 1985.

PIED CORMORANT Phalacrocorax varius
Six, Port Arthur, 20 September 1974;one, Port

Wakefield, 26 November 1985and one in stubble, 8
km W of Nantawarra, 10 December 1985. On
many visits to the coast, I have seen many
cormorants out to sea, presumably of this species,
but I could not be certain of identification.

LITTLE BLACK CORMORANT
Phalacrocoraxsulcirostris

Moderately common. During 1984-85 it was
regularly seen in small numbers at Port Wakefield
but only in spring and summer.

LITTLE PIED CORMORANT
Phalacrocorax melanoleucos

Common on coastal waters throughout the year.
Occasionally seen elsewhere in the district. Flocks
of up to 60+ occur at Port Arthur and Bald Hill.

PACIFIC HERON Ardeapacifica
Only seen at farm dams and in paddocks. Three

sightings in September 1984, possibly all of the
same bird, at two dams 16 and 22 km N of Port
Wakefield.

WHITE-FACED HERONArdea novaehollandiae
Common around the coastline at all times of

year. Also seen inland, especially near water.

GREAT EGRET Egrettaalba
Moderately common around the coastline and

occasionally seen inland. Seen regularly in small
numbers in June-September 1984-85. Recorded in
Clinton CP every month except August.

LITTLE EGRET Egrettagarzetta
One, Port Wakefield, 30 October and 12

November 1985, probably the same bird.
Description: a small egret, smaller than White
faced Heron nearby. Yellow face, black bill, dark
greenish legs, no nuptial plumes and actively
feeding in shallow water at low tide.

RUFOUS NIGHT HERON
Nycticoraxcaledonicus

Three adults, in mangroves, Port Arthur, 18
October 1977.

SACRED IBIS Threskiornis aethiopica
Moderately common. First recorded in October

1981. Frequently seen thereafter, especially 1985.
All sightings except the first, between March and
July. Numbers seen ranged from one to 18.

ROYALSPOONBILL Platalearegia
Uncommon. Irregular sightings of varying

numbers (1-22) at all times of the year. In August
1'984, many were in nuptial plumage.

BLACK SWAN Cygnus atratus
Mainly seen on coastal waters at all times of

year. Occasionally frequents inland salt lakes filled
with water and freshwater dams. Largest number
recorded was 200+ at Port Arthur, 11 April 1984.
Numbers vary considerably.

AUSTRALIAN SHELDUCK
Tadorna tadornoides

40+ on mudflats, three kilometres north ofPort
Arthur, 15March 1983.

PACIFIC BLACK DUCK Anassuperciliosa
Four, 3 kmN of Port Arthur, May 1978and one,

found dead on road at South Hummocks, 18
February 1982.

MALLARD Anasplatyrhynchos
One, Port Wakefield effluent pond, 11 October

1984. Description: a fairly large brown duck with
orange legs, black mark through eyeand white ring
around the neck.

AUSTRALASIAN GREY TEAL Anas gracilis
Common. Frequents coastal waters, sewage

ponds and inland freshwater dams. Large flocks of
several hundred often seen at sea from the head of
the Gulf to Port Arthur. Recorded in almost all
months in 1984-85, but in smaller numbers in
spring and summer. Regularly seen at Port
Wakefield sewage pond (up to 300) but not in
September-December 1985.

CHESTNUT TEAL Anas castanea
Moderately common. Often associated with A.

gracilis but in much smaller numbers. In 1984-85,
one or two from March-June at Port Wakefield and
P~rtArthur. I only noted male birds so as to avoid
confusion with A. gracilis.

PINK-EARED DUCK
Malacorhynchusmembranaceus

Two, Port Wakefield effluent pond, 12 and 13
June 1985,with 50 Australasian Grey Teal.
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HARDHEAD Aythya australis
One male, Port Wakefield effluent pond, 18

March 1985, with 40 Grey Teal.

MANED DUCK Chenonettajubata
Uncommon. Appears in wetter years, mainly on

farm dams. During 1984, one to 20 were seen only
in winter and in 1985it was not recorded.

MUSK DUCK Biziuralobata
Rare. Only on coastal waters. Not recorded in

1984;one (female or immature) at Port Wakefield,
March 1985.

BLACK-SHOULDERED KITE
ElanusnotatusBr

Moderately common. Numbers fluctuate
annually. Recorded every month from May
1984-September 1985. Most common in that
period in first six months of 1985; numbers
declined thereafter and rarely seen in last months
of 1985.

LETTER-WINGED KITE ElanusscriptusBr
Exceptional influx to southern Australia in 1970

resulted in two pairs breeding at South Hummocks
in July. Not recorded since.

BLACK KITE Milvus migrans
Often seen at Balaklava but seldom west of

Whitwarta. Sometimes attracted to burning
paddocks. One, 7 km W of Nantawarra, 8
December 1984.

WHISTLING KITE Haliastur sphenurusBr
Moderately common. Most often seen along the

Wakefield River. Recorded during most months of
1984-85with fewersightings in 1985.Always single
birds except a pair near Port Wakefield, 14
November 1984.

BROWN GOSHAWK Accipiterjasciatus
Moderately common. Recorded almost every

month in 1984-85. Always single birds except two
in South Hummocks, December 1984. Frequents
scrub and homesteads. Often terrorizes birds in
aviaries. One in coastal mangroves, 22 March 1985.

COLLAREDSPARROWHAWK
Accipitercirrhocephalus Br

Single birds identified only if males. Five
sightings, in months June-September and
November, 1977, 1981, 1984-85, all a few
kilometres west of Nantawarra.

WEDGE.:rAILED EAGLE Aquila audaxBr
Moderately common. Individuals or pairs

frequently seen throughout the year but probably
only three or four pairs in the district. Several nests
pave been built in the district mainly in large areas
of scrub and/or hilly areas.

LITTLE EAGLE Hiraaetus morphnoides
Not recorded in 1984-85. Only three previous

records ofone or four, January, February and May,
1980and 1983,up to 10km N ofPort Wakefield or
W of Nantawarra.

SPOTTED HARRIER Circus assimilis Br
Moderately common, although not often seen

during winter. Recorded all months except July in
1984-85. Frequents cleared agricultural land and
occasionally coastal vegetation where it can. be
confused with Marsh Harriers.

MARSH HARRIER Circus aeruginosus Br
Three sightings of single birds in 1984 in June

and September. A pair with three fledgelings eight
kilometres N of Port Wakefield, October 1979.

BLACK :EALCONFalco subnigerBr
Moderately common. No apparent seasonal

movement. Often appears suddenly when farmers
burn paddocks. Seen only singly or in pairs.

PEREGRINE FALCON Falco peregrinus
Isolated single birds. One, 8 km SW of

Nantawarra, 11 July 1984 and one, South
Hummocks, 13 February 1983.

AUSTRALIAN HOBBY Falco longipennis
Moderately common. Ten sightings, mostly of

single" birds, one of a pair from May
1984-December 1985. There is little to suggest any
seasonal movement of this species in the area.

BROWN FALCON Falco berigora Br
Common. Frequents all habitats, including

coastal vegetation.

AUSTRALIAN KESTREL Falco cenchroides Br
Common, although numbers fluctuate,

probably due to changing food availability.
Frequents all habitats, including coastal
vegetation. One preyed on young Little Button
quail in stubble west of Nantawarra, November
1984.Twoyoung button-quail were caught and the
bird also once attempted to take an adult
button-quail.
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STUBBLE QUAIL Coturnixnovaezelandiae Br
Common. Most often seen in open grassy areas

and farm paddocks but also in coastal vegetation
in Clinton CPo Seen throughout the year,
appearing less numerous in autumn and winter
when there is less vegetation in paddocks. Earliest
date on which it has been heard calling is 30August
1985.

LITTLE BUTTON-QUAIL Turnix veloxBr
A spring and summer visitor, appearing in most

years in varying numbers. Usually inhabits crops
and sometimes, open scrubland. Common in
spring-summer 1984-85 when earliest record was
on 3October and last was on 15January. Present in
small numbers in spring 1985,being first seen on 16
October 1985.

BLACK-TAILED NATIVE-HEN
Gallinula ventralis Br

Seen irregularly but generally in wetter years.
Numbers vary from nil to thousands. From May
1984 to December 1985, it was recorded every
month except May 1984and November-December
1985 and was seen at Port Wakefield and
surrounding area in all of this period. Not found
breedinl? in 1984-85 but one breeding record is
from Pareora HS, November-December 1978.

EURASIAN COOT Fulica atra
One, South Hummocks, July 1971.

AUSTRALIAN BUSTARD Ardeotisaustralis
One, 12 km N of Port Wakefield, 1 May 1985.

Walking in a flat, treeless paddock of saltbush, 30
m from roadside. Bustards were seen at other
localities in southern South Australia during the
first six months of 1985 (see SAOA Newsletter
1985, J. Pedler pers. comm.).

PIED OYSTERCATCHER
Haematopusostralegus

Generally rare and not recorded 1984-85.

MASKED LAPWING Vanellus milesBr
Moderately common near water. Often seen in

coastal areas at Bald Hill, Port Wakefield and Port
Arthur and inland salt lakes at Lochiel and Lake
Diamond near Whitwarta. Many breeding
records, July-October.

BANDED LAPWING Vanellus tricolor Br
Common. Recorded every month from May

1984-December 1985, although in smaller
numbers in 1984. Many breeding records. Due to
the trend of increasing cropping in local
agricultural areas, this species may have difficulty
in finding suitable undisturbed pasture paddocks,
a habitat in which it evidently likes to breed.

GREY PLOVER Pluvialis squatarola
Moderately common on coast. A regular spring

and summer visitor and occasionally seen during
winter.

RED-KNEED PLOVER Erythrogonyscinctus
Recorded infrequently and only from coastal

areas of Clinton CP near Port Arthur.

DOUBLE-BANDED PLOVER
Charadrius bicinctus

Eight, Bald Hill Beach, 23 March 1985.

RED-CAPPED PLOVER
Charadrius rujicapillus Br

Regularly seen on coastal shorelines and inland
salt lakes containing water.

BLACK-FRONTED PLOVER
Elseyornis melanops

Rare Clue to lack of permanent fresh water. One,
Port Arthur, 17May 1984.

INLAND DOTTEREL Peltohyas australis Br
An irregular visitor. Most often seen between

Port Wakefield and the South Hummocks district.
Breeding records for this area are: three pairs with
young, 2 December 1977,one nest with three eggs,
18July 1982.6-13,August 1984, 1-4,early 1985and
3-8, November-December 1985.

BLACK-WINGED STILT
Himantopus leucocephalus Br

Moderately common around the coast and on
inland salt lakes filled with water. During 1984-85,
seen regularly but only in small numbers. A flock
of 200+ was seen at the head of the Gulf, 4 July
1977.Nested at Port Arthur, November 1978.

BANDED STILT Cladorhynchus leucocephalus
Most often seen and in largest numbers in

spring-summer but can occur at any time of the
year. More often on inland salt lakes than the
Black-winged Stilt. Usually less than ten, one
sighting of 100. Juveniles frequently recorded too.



MARCH,1987 67

RED-NECKED AVOCET
Recurvirostra novaehollandiae Br

Frequents coastal flats and inland salt lakes. Not
in large flocks. Sightings made between June
December 1984-85 were of small numbers (1-5) at
Port Arthur, Port Wakefield and Diamond Lake.

RUDDY TURNSTONE Arenariainterpres
Only three records: one, Bald Hill Beach, 12

April 1976, one, Port Arthur, 16 September 1977
and 10+, Bald Hill Beach, 23 March 1985.

EASTERN CURLEW
Numenius madagascariensis

Moderately common on coastal mudflats.
Largest numbers seen September-March,
occasional sightings during winter e.g. one, Port
Arthur, 17July 1984,one, head of Gulf, 29 August
1984.Seen singly or in pairs in 1984-85with a flock
of 24 at head of Gulf, 22 March 1985. 100+, 16
September 1977, 50+, 14 October 1977, both
sightings at Port Arthur.

GREYTAILED TATTLER Tringa brevipes
One, Wakefield River outlet, 13December 1984,

amongst mangroves at high tide.

COMMON SANDPIPER Actitishypoleucos
Two,Wakefield River outlet, 13December 1984.

GREENSHANK Tringa nebularia
Frequents inland salt lakes as well as the coast.

In almost everymonth, most common September
April. Small flocks may occur during winter.

MARSH SANDPIPER Tringa stagnatilis
One, Port Arthur, 22 March 1985

TEREK SANDPIPER Tringa terek
One, head of Gulf, 4 May 1978.

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT Limosa limosa
One, head of Gulf, 21April 1977.

BAR.:fAILED GODWIT Limosa lapponica
Seems to be an irregular visitor to this area. Not

seen in 1984-85. It can occur in large flocks e.g.
120+, head of Gulf, 14October 1977.

RED KNOT Calidris canutus
100+, head of Gulf in May 1971. Some in

breeding plumage.

SHARP.:fAILED SANDPIPER
Calidris acuminata

Common from September-April, seldom in
winter. Often in mixed flocks with Curlew
Sandpipers and Red-necked Stints.

PECTORAL SANDPIPER Calidris melanotos
One, 2 January 1982 and one, 22 March 1985,

both at Port Arthur.

RED-NECKED STINT Calidris rujicollis
Seen on inland, water-filled salt lakes as well as

the coast. Most numerous September-April with a
few during winter. Common.

CURLEW SANDPIPER Calidrisferruginea
Common. Most numerous September-April.

Frequents coastal mudflats and sometimes inland
salt lakes.

AUSTRALIAN PRATINCOLE Stiltiaisabella Br
Uncommon, irregular summer visitor. Absent

in some years, fairly numerous in others. Three
breeding records.

SILVER GULL Larusnovaehollandiae
Common around the coastline. Also seen at

inland salt lakes at times. Sometimes attracted to
paddocks being cultivated.

PACIFI C GULL Laruspacijicus
Moderately common. During survey of Clinton

CP, it was most numerous in summer and autumn.
Similar situation in 1984-85,adults and immatures
seen at Port Arthur and Port Wakefield.

WHISKERED TERN Chlidonias hybridus
Moderately common. Most often seen on the

seashore and occasionally at water-filled salt lakes
and fresh water dams. Sightings in 1984-85wereall
made during spring and summer including one in
non-breeding plumage at Port Arthur in October
1985.

GULL-BILLED TERN Gelochelidon nilotica
One, head of Gulf, 4 May 1978.

CASPIAN TERN Hydroprogne caspia
The tern most regularly seen in coastal areas,

occurring throughout the year. Some evidence to
suggest that it is less numerous in autumn as it is
generally seen in small numbers (less than 10)then.
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FAIRY TERN Sternanereis
Once during 1984-85: two, Bald Hill Beach, 19

January 1985. One, 10 June 1977 and four, 14
October 1977, both sightings at Port Arthur.

CRESTED TERN Sternabergii
Moderately common but not seen on all visits to

coastal areas. At Clinton CP in 1977, only in
October-April but during 1984-85small numbers
were seen in winter as well as other times of the
year. Usually in flocks of less than 10.

FERAL PIGEON ColumbaliviaBr
Common near human habitation.

SPOTTED TURTLEDOVE
Streptopelia chinensis

A small number resident in Port Wakefield.
First seen in 1978.

DIAMOND DOVE Geopelia cuneata
One, near Nantawarra, ca 1980 (exact date

unknown).

COMMON BRONZEWING Phapschalcoptera
One,7 km SW of Nantawarra, 18June 1982.

BRUSH BRONZEWING Phapselegans
One, 7 km SW of Nantawarra, 20 June 1984and

one at same locality, 19May 1983.

CRESTED PIGEON Ocyphaps lophotesBr
Frequents a variety of habitats including

mangroves. Most often found breeding from
September-December. In May-June 1984-85,nests
were found.

GALAH Cacatua roseicapilla Br
Common but not often seen at Port Wakefield.

One instance of nesting in June but in 1984-85bred
from August-December with up to five eggs being
laid.

LITTLE CORELLA Cacatua pas/ina/or
Moderately common. Most often seen in small

flocks.

SULPHUR-CRESTED COCKATOO
Cacatua galerita

One, South Hummocks (date unrecorded).

RAINBOW LORIKEET
Trichoglossus haematodus

A pair, 7 km SW of Nantawarra, 30 September
1980.

MUSK LORIKEET Glossopsitta concinna
Not recorded 1984-85. Only two previous

records of one and three in January 1980 and
February 1982,respectively. I have seen this species
in fairly large flocks at Balaklava and Halbury.

PURPLE-CROWNED LORIKEET
Glossopsittaporphyrocephala

Moderately common. Singly, in pairs or small
flocks, flying overhead or in flowering eucalypts.
In 1984-85, most numerous from November
January, the largest flock being 10 on 20 January
1985. Seen flying overhead in Clinton CP in 1976
and 1977.

COCKATIEL Nymphicus hollandicus
Absent in some years and occurring in others

mainly during spring and summer, varying from
only a few birds to common. Numerous in spring
and summer of 1984.

BUDGERYGAH Melopsittacus undulatusBr
A regular visitor in most years during spring and

summer, notably common at these times in 1983
and 1984. In smaller numbers in 1985though still
common. Single birds seen in May and June 1984.
Nests in mallee scrub.

ADELAIDE ROSELLA
Platycercus elegans xf/aveolus

One, 7 km SW of Nantawarra, 11 September
1978. Seen at times at Halbury but generally not
west of Whitwarta.

MALLEE RINGNECK Barnardius barnardi Br
Moderately common in the South Hummocks.

In pairs or small flocks of up to seven.

PORT LINCOLN RINGNECK
Barnardius zonariusBr

First seen in 1968,some isolated sightings since.
Possibly some or all of these sightings were of
aviary escapees.

RED-RUMPED PARROT
PsephotushaematonotusBr

Common, breeding observed from September
December. Congregates in flocks after breeding. A.
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male with a yellow rump was seen at South
Hummocks on 6 March 1984.

MULGA PARROT Psephotus varius
Formerly moderately common in the South

Hummocks and Nantawarra districts. Declined
during the last half of the 1970sand not seen from
1979-1983. In 1984-85, a small population was
regularly recorded in the Hummocks Range and
seems to be restricted to that area. The largest
number recorded was eight on 20 September 1984.
No evidence of breeding.

BLUE BONNET Northiella haematogaster
Moderately common. Mostly seen in Beaufort,

Whitwarta and Bowmans districts.

ELEGANT PARROT Neophema elegans
Moderately common. Frequents mallee, open

spaces and coastal vegetation. Singly, in pairs or
small flocks of up to six. In 1984-85, it was
numerous in autumn 1985with moderate numbers
in spring and summer and very few in winter.
Regularly seen in Clinton CPo

PALLID CUCKOO CuculuspallidusBr
Moderately common. Regular seasonal

migrant. Earliest sightings were 21 June 1984and
24 April 1985and latest sightings were24 October
1984and 20 September 1985.

FAIN.:fAILED CUCKOO Cuculuspyrrophanus
Moderately common. Probably a regular

visitor, mainly in winter with numbers varying
from year to year. Fewer recorded than normal in
1984-85, there being only five sightings of single
birds in August-October 1984and May-June 1985.

BLACK-EARED CUCKOO Chrysococcyx
osculans

One, 6 km W of Nantawarra, 15August 1981.

HORSFIELD'S BRONZE-CUCKOO
Chrysococcyx basalis Br

Moderately common regular migrant. Usually
arrives in Mayor June and is present until about
November. Recorded in Clinton CP also in
December 1976 and February 1977. Most often
singly or in pairs but 5+ at head of Gulf in coastal
vegetation, 17May 1984.

SOUTHERN BOOBOOK Ninox novaeseelandiae
Moderately common. Five records of single

birds in 1984, all from near Nantawarra and none
from 1985.

BARKING OWL Ninox connivens
I reported this species from 6 km SW of

Nantawarra between April and August 1972
(Taylor 1972). However, identification was based
largely on calls and only one sighting of a distant
bird flying. Therefore, the record cannot be
regarded as confirmed.

BARN OWL TYto alba
Common throughout the region.

TAWNYFROGMOUTH Podargus strigoides Br
Moderately common. In 1984-85 it was only

seen in mallee scrub in the Nantawarra and South
Hummocks districts.

AUSTRALIAN OWLET-NIGHTJAR
Aegothelescristatus

Moderately common. Not often seen unless
accidentally flushed.

SPOTTED NIGHTJAR Caprimulgus argus
One found dead on a road at Whitwarta, 12May

1985. Two were reliably reported to me as having
been seen in a paddock at the foot of the
Hummocks Range, June 1985. One, 9 km SW of
Nantawarra, 28 April 1982.

FORK-TAILED SWIFT Apuspacificus
Irregular and unpredicatable migrant. Mostly

occurs in small numbers but occasionally in very
large flocks.

RED-BACKED KINGFISHER
Halcyonpyrrhopygia

Uncommon, regular visitor in spring.

SACRED KINGFISHER Halcyonsancta
Moderately common. Only seen in mangroves

although suitable habitat occurs along the
WakefieldRiver.Appears to be a winter migrant to
the area. Two, feeding on mudflats, at low tide,
Port Arthur, 10June 1977.

RAINBOW BEE-EATER Meropsornatus
Common and regular breeding migrant in

spring and summer. First flocks in 1984and 1985
were recorded on 6 October. Many scrubs with
sandy soil are found in the South Hummocks and
Nantawarra districts, making ideal nesting sites.
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SINGING BUSHLARKMirajrajavanicaBr
Common. Frequents farm paddocks, preferring

those with dense or tall vegetation such as cereal
crops. In all months, May 1984-December 1985.In
smaller numbers in winter when there is little or
only short vegetation in paddocks.

SKYLARK Alauda arvensis Br
Probably more numerous than Richard's Pipit

and the Singing Bushlark. Frequents open spaces.
Also seen at Clinton CPo

WHITE-BACKED SWALLOW
Cheramoeca leucosternum Br

Moderately common. Usually seen singly or in
pairs. No apparent seasonal movement or
fluctuation in numbers.

WELCOME SWALLOWHirundo neoxena Br
Common; in all months with no apparent

seasonal fluctuations. Numerous in Clinton CPo

TREE MARTIN Cecropis nigricans
Moderately common. Sometimes in large

flocks. In 1984-85,seen from July 1984-May 1985
with most in September-December.

FAIRYMARTIN Cecropis ariel Br
Common breeding migrant, September

January.

RICHARD'S PIPIT Anthus novaeseelandiae Br
Common and breeding in open spaces. In

ClintonCP.

BLACK-FACED CUCKOO-SHRIKE
Coracina novaehollandiae Br

Common and seen in every month with little
apparent variation in numbers seasonally.
Breeding records in August, October and
November.

WHITE-WINGED TRILLER Lalage sueurii Br
A regular spring and summer migrant, usually

in small numbers but occasionally numerous (e.g.
1968)and some years absent.

BLACKBIRD Turdus merula
Moderately common in Port Wakefield.

Frequents mangroves at times. Not often seen
elsewhere in the district.

RED-CAPPED ROBIN Petroica goodenovii Br
Seasonal visitor. In 1984-85, recorded only from

March-October; common from April-July, after
which numbers declined. More uncoloured birds
seen than adult males. One breeding record at
South Hummocks, November 1980.

HOODED ROBIN Melanodryas cucullata Br
Moderately common in mallee. Sedentary, in

small but stable numbers. One, Port Arthur, 17
July 1984, not in mallee.

JACKY WINTER Microeca leucophaea Br
Common in mallee and nearby cleared areas.

Many found breeding in 1984-85 between
November and January.

GOLDEN WHISTLER Pachycephala pectoralis
Numerical and subspecific status uncertain.

Coloured males rarely seen. Plain grey whistlers
are moderately common and may be females and
immatures of this species. Twosightings including
males in May 1978and June 1985.

RUFOUS WHISTLER
Pachycephala rufiventris Br

Moderately common. In all months but in
smaller numbers in winter when it was difficult to
locate.

GREY SHRIKE-THRUSH
Colluricincla harmonica Br

Common. Frequents a variety of habitats
including coastal vegetation. In 1984-85breeding
was noted in August-January.

CRESTED BELLBIRD Oreoica gutturalis
Now probably extinct in this area. Moderately

common in mallee at South Hummocks before
1975.Last recorded in winter 1978.The cause ofits
decline is unknown.

RESTLESS FLYCATCHER Myiagra inquieta Br
In moderate numbers before 1980.Not recorded

from 1981-84. During 1985, one was seen on seven
occasions 6-7 km W of Nantawarra during March,
April and June-August.

GREY FANTAIL Rhipidurajuliginosa
An apparently non-breeding visitor, generally in

winter months when it is fairly common. In
1984-85, recorded from May-September although
in previous years it had often occurred in April and
October as well.Frequents a variety ofhabitats but
evidently prefers Hummocks Range. One record in
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mangroves, an immature on 5 February 1977.
Ashton (1985) noted a decline in numbers of this
species in the Aldinga Scrub south of Adelaide in
winter, which is when the greatest numbers of the
birds occur in the Port Wakefield area.

WILLIE WAGTAILRhipiduraleucophrys Br
Common but in 1984-85 only recorded

September-January. 20, 30 June 1984,Lochiel.

WHITE-BROWED BABBLER
Pomatostomussuperciliosus Br

Common in larger mallee. I see no evidence of
this species declining in this area.

CLAMOROUS REED WARBLER
Acrocephalusstentoreus

Uncommon due to limited habitat. Not
recorded before 1984.Four records of one or three
in September and October 1984at Whitwarta and
Port Wakefield.

LITTLE GRASSBIRD Megalurus gramineus Br
First recorded at South Hummocks, 24

September 1984. A few other records of single
birds and pairs in October 1984.Not seen in 1985.
Partly built nest, South Hummocks, 17 October
1984.

RUFOUSSONGLARK
Cincloramphus mathewsiBr

Irregular spring and summer migrant,
numerous in some years, absent in others.

BROWN SONGLARK Cincloramphus cruralis Br
Migratory and seasonally common from

August-January or February. Seen every month
from May 1984-December 1985. Recorded in
coastal vegetation in Clinton CPo

VARIEGATED FAIRY-WREN
Maluruslambertiassimilis Br

Has declined in this area over the past 10 to 15
years. Formerly fairly common in denser mallee
but now rare or possibly extinct in this habitat.
Now possibly confined in the district to an area of
thick coastal vegetation at the head of the Gulf but
not seen there since 29 August 1984.

WHITE-WINGED FAIRY-WREN Malurus
leucopterus Br

Moderately common in suitable habitat. Most
often seen in saltbush north of Port Wakefield.

Also occurs in the vicinity of Diamond Lake and
Whitwarta.

WHITE-BROWED SCRUBWREN
Sericornisfrontalismaculatus

Moderately common in coastal vegetation.

WEEBILL Smicrornis brevirostris Br
Common in mallee. Found breeding in scrub

near Nantawarra in March-April 1984.

WHITE-THROATED GERYGONE
Gerygone olivacea

One, 7 km SW of Nantawarra, 12 November
1977. The bird was calling continuously and a
photographic slide was obtained.

INLAND THORNBILL Acanthizaapicalis Br
A. a.apicalis of coastal vegetation appears to be

uncommon. Only two records from head of the
Gulf in March and October 1985.In Clinton CP in
1977 I recorded up to six on four occasions in
February, March and October.

A. a.albiventris is moderately common in larger
and denser areas of mallee. Usually singly or in
small parties.

SLENDER-BILLED THORNBILL
Acanthizairedalei

Moderately common in coastal vegetation at
Clinton CPo Usually in small numbers but 25 were
seen in a scattered flock north of Port Arthur, 22
March 1985. Two, in samphire at Port Wakefield,
26 November 1985.

YELLOW-RUMPED THORNBILL
Acanthizachrysorrhoa Br

Common. Breeding from June-November. The
introduced Pepper Tree Schinusmolle is favoured
for nesting.

SOUTHERN WHITEFACE
Aphelocephala leucopsis

30+, Nantawarra, 17 June 1970. A few records
during 1974and 1975.

VARIED SITTELLA
Daphoenopsitta chrysoptera Br

Moderately common in mallee. Present
throughout the year.

BROWN TREECREEPER Climacteris picumnus
One, in scrub at South Hummocks, August

December 1984. One other record of one at
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Nantawarra some years ago (exact date
unrecorded).

RED WATTLEBIRD
Anthochaeracarunculata Br

Moderately common but mainly in winter and
spring. Usually singly or in pairs.

SPINY-CHEEKED HONEYEATER
Acanthagenysrufogularis Br

Common in a variety of habitats including
mallee, coastal vegetation and near human
habitation. Throughout the year in 1984-85.

STRIPED HONEYEATER
Plectorhyncha lanceolata Br

All records are of one or two at 6 or 7 km SW of
Nantawarra. Nine records in spring and summer
months and one in each of May and August.

YELLOW.:rHROATED MINER
ManorinaflavigulaBr

Common throughout the year.The Noisy Miner
M melanocephala occurs with this species at
Balaklava and possibly extends to Whitwarta and
further west.

SINGING HONEYEATER
Lichenostomusvirescens Br

Probably the most common honeyeater in the
area. Frequents all types of habitats.

PURPLE-GAPED HONEYEATER
Lichenostomuscratitius

Only two sightings, both before 1972 (exact
dates uncertain).

YELLOW-PLUMED HONEYEATER
LichenostomusornatusBr

Common in larger areas of mallee, especially in
the South Hummocks district.

WHITE-PLUMED HONEYEATER
Lichenostomuspenicillatus Br

Common in mallee, especially in the
Hummocks range. Uncommon at Port Wakefield
and absent from coastal vegetation.

BROWN-HEADED HONEYEATER
Melithreptus brevirostris Br

Moderately common in mallee. Observed in all
months 1984-85. Sometimes nomadic in the area,
generally sedentary.

NEW HOLLAND HONEYEATER
Phylidonyris novaehollandiae

One, 7 km SW of Nantawarra, 24 May 1977.

WHITE-FRONTED HONEYEATER
Phylidonyris albifrons

One, 7 km SW of Nantawarra, 24 January 1980.

TAWNY-CROWNED HONEYEATER
Gliciphila melanops

Five, 7 km SW of Nantawarra, 1 June 1983.

CRIMSON CHAT Ephthianuratricolor
Numerous in the spring and summer of 1968-69

when many bred at South Hummocks and
Nantawarra. Three other records since then, each
of two birds, September 1983and October 1984.

ORANGE CHAT Ephthianuraaurifrons
Moderately common in samphire flats north of

Port Wakefield. Throughout the year in 1984-85
but numbers fluctuated. No definite seasonal
movements apparent. Not recorded in Clinton CP
despite seemingly suitable habitat.

WHITE-FRONTED CHAT
EphthianuraalbifronsBr

Common in open spaces and most numerous in
samphire flats. Many small flocks flying north,
May 1984.Veryfew seen, June 1984.Numerous in
samphire north of Port Wakefield, February-May
1985.

MISTLETOEBIRD Dicaeumhirundinaceum
One, a male, 7 km SW of Nantawarra, 19 April

1984.

YELLOW-RUMPED PARDALOTE
ParadalotusxanthopygusBr

Moderately common in mallee, especially in
sandy areas of the South Hummocks district.
Most sightings made in spring and summer, with
only one winter record.

STRIATED PARDALOTE Pardalotus striatusBr
Common, especially in the Hummocks Range.

Recorded in all months May 1984-December 1985.
Numbers fluctuated in this period. Numerous in
the Hummocks Range in June, September and
October 1984 but only one there in August 1984.
Not recorded in Clinton CPo

SILVEREYE Zosterops lateralis
Common, non-breeding seasonal visitor, most
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numerous in autumn and winter. Largest flocks
occur in coastal vegetation and to a lesser extent
around homesteads and in mallee. Present in
Clinton CP January-July 1977being numerous in
June and July.

EUROPEAN GOLDFINCH Carduelis carduelis
Recorded during 1974-75 but few sightings

since.

HOUSE SPARROW Passer domesticusBr
Common near human habitation but extends

into mallee and other habitats. In treelesssamphire
flats, it has successfully bred in hollow fence posts.

DIAMOND FIRETAIL Emblema guttatum
One, Port Wakefield, 12 June 1985, feeding on

ground with House Sparrows. The bird may have
been an aviary escapee.

ZEBRA FINCH Poephila guttataBr
Common in 1968 (breeding) and sparsely

recorded in the following fewyears. Not seen since
1973.

COMMON STARLING Sturnus vulgaris
Numerous. Invades mallee scrub to nest in

hollows.

AUSTRALIAN MAGPIE-LARK
Grallina hypoleuca Br

Moderately common. Most often seen near
human habitation. Recorded in all months.

MASKED WOODSWALLOW
Artamus personatusBr

Common, regular migrant in spring and
summer, usually arriving in early October and
departing in January or February.

WHITE-BROWED WOODSWALLOW
Artamus superciliosus Br

Common, regular migrant in spring and
summer, usually arriving in early October and
departing in January or February.

DUSKY WOODSWALLOW
Artamus cyanopterus Br

Usually in pairs or small flocks of up to 10+.
Frequents open spaces and mallee. Recorded
throughout the year with little indication of
seasonal movement.

GREY BUTCHEBIRD Cracticus torquatusBr
Moderately common in larger mallee, especially

in the Hummocks Range. Also occurs in coastal
vegetation at Port Wakefield. Occasionally visits
farm homesteads.

AUSTRALIAN MAGPIE Gymnorhinatibicen Br
Common and recorded breeding July-October.

A scattered flock of 37+ was seen in a treeless
paddock, 10 km N of Port Wakefield, 27 August
1984.

GREY CURRAWONG Strepera versicolor
A small population isresident in the Hummocks

Range. Rarely seen elsewhere. The birds have a
white wing patch.

LITTLE RAVEN CorvusmelloriBr
Common throughout the area. Breeding

recorded June-November.
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