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FIRST RECORD OF THE BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPER
IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA

M.J.ARTHUR

Blakers et al. (1984)noted that the Buff-breasted
Sandpiper 'Iiyngites subrujico/lis breeds in arctic
north-western America and eastern Siberia, that it
migrates to South America but that it is accidental
in Australia. It has been recorded on at least 12
occasions in south-eastern Australia but not in
South Australia (see Condon & McGill 1965,
Pizzey 1980 and Blakers et al. 1984 for details).

On 21 February 1986, my husband and I saw a
Buff-breasted Sandpiper at the I.C.I. Saltfields, ca
25 km N of Adelaide. The weather was cool and
sunny with scarcely any wind, and the afternoon's
high tide was at 1830. At about 1630, wewereon an
embankment between two salt lagoons, which
contained numerous sandly islets and spits with
growths of samphire, when a bird moved into the
plants along the edge of the embankment. I
watched until it came out on the sand but before I
could note adequate details of its colour and
behaviour it flew, with slight zig-zags, behind one
of the small islets. While the bird was flying, I did
note that it had a large amount of white under its
wings. The bird returned, alighted, and
immediately went into the samphire to feed. It then
came out onto a sandy patch and we obtained
excellent views through 10 x 50 and 8 x 30
binoculars.

I noted that the bird had a very erect stance, a
small, rounded head with a small, sharp, black bill.
It was warm buff all the way from the head to the
undertail-coverts, and had sparse, very dark spots
on the breast near the bend of the wings. The
markings on the back and wings resembled those
of a Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Calidris acuminata,
the dark brown feathers edged with pale buff. I
thought its legs were yellowbut as the bird walked
onto the sandy patch it went through a runnel of
black mud, some of which adhered and obscured
the colour. I assessed the bird's size as about 200
mm because at the time a Red-necked Stint Calidris
rujico/lis (150 mm) and a Curlew Sandpiper C.
jerruginea (200-215 mm) were on the same patch
for comparison. After the bird had walked about
with a jerky head movement for about a minute, it
flew off.

Unfortunately I was unable the next day either
to inform others of the sighting or to return to the
saltfield myself. However, John B. Cox saw a Buff
breasted Sandpiper, presumably the same bird, on
five occasions between 23 February and 3 March
1986 and showed it to many other observers. He
has kindly provided the following description of
the Buff-breasted Sandpiper from his own field
notes (pers. comm., September 1986):

Slightly larger than a Curlew Sandpiper. Face and entire
underparts warm orange-buff, slightly paler on flanks and
sides of undertail coverts. No paler superciliary, but a ring
around the eyewhitish and.a short dark line extending back
from eye. Crown and back of neck dark streaked to back.
Back feathers very dark brown with broad rich buff edges.
Wings dark brown. Bill dark, short and thin. Legs bright
yellow. In flight no wing-bar seen on upperwing.
Underwing all white with conspicuous black tips to primary
coverts, forming small, black crescents before darker flight
feathers. Rump all dark, lacking white sides of many small
waders. Tail appeared dark.
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