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LITTLE EAGLE ATTACKS WEDGE
TAILED EAGLES. It is commonplace to see
birds smaller than eagles, such as ravens Corvus
spp, Australiari Magpies Gymnorhinatibicen and
even Willie Wagtails Rhipidura leucophrys,
harassing a Wedge-tailed Eagle Aquila audax. If
in flight when harassed, the larger bird might veer
a little to one side but frequently appears to
ignore the swooping of the smaller bird. However,
when I saw a pair of Wedge-tailed Eagles attacked
by a Little Eagle Hieraaetus morphnoides the
behaviour was somewhat different.

On 8 November 1964, Mr A. H. Lendon, Mr
C. C. Burfield and I stopped at Spring Hut
Creek, six kilometres north of Robertstown and
130 kilometres north of Adelaide. It was 1630 on
a sunny afternoon. A pair of Wedge-tailed Eagles
was circling over low hills about half a kilometre
away, and a Little Eagle was harassing each bird
in turn: it would make several dives at one and
then direct its attention to the other. The same
tactics were adopted each time. It would fly well
above the Wedge-tailed Eagles and then descend
as though to strike. Immediately before it reached
one of the Wedge-tailed Eagles, the latter would
roll sideways and turn on its back to face the
descending Little Eagle with its beak and talons.

We watched this series of attacks for perhaps
ten minutes. Then the Little Eagle appeared to
make a final determined effort. It flew to 30
inetres or more above one of the Wedge-tailed
Eagles, folded its wings and fell as though it
intended to strike to kill. As before, the Wedge
tailed Eagle rolled onto its back to face the

. attacking bird immediately before the stroke and
no contact was made. After this attack, both
Wedge-tailed Eagles flew leisurely northwards
and were molested no more.
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APOSTLEBIRDS AT YANDAMA BORE. At
Yandama Bore, 29° 58'S, 140° 39'E = ca 60 km
SW of Tilcha HS, on 4 and 5 February 1987 with
Patricia May and Isio Enomoto, I observed a
flock of five Apostlebirds Struthidea cinerea in
Coolibah Eucalyptus microtheca woodland ca
100m west of the bore head. The Apostlebirds
remained in the area throughout our two day visit
and were frequently seen feeding from the ground
and flying noisily among the trees.

Since 1971, I have been regularly observing
birds in northern South Australia including the
Yandama Bore area and this is my first South
Australian record of Apostlebirds north of32°S.
This occurrence appears to be an extension of
their range into the Coolibah woodlands of
north-eastern South Australia. The Apostlebird
has been recorded in the one degree square
centred at 29° 30'S, 140° 30'E on only one
occasion previously: at Tilcha Bore between 24
and 28 August 1977 (Blakers et al. 1984; Royal
Australasian Ornithologists Union pers, comm.).
To provide information for future studies,
observations of Apostlebirds north 'of 32°S in
South Australia should be recorded and
published.
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