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The Little Woodswallow Artamus minor has
been recorded at a number of locations in South
Australia since the record of Lendon (in Glover
1966) at Lake Merretti in January 1966. These
records have been tabulated by Joseph (1986) who
noted that, with the exception of Bransbury's
record from Serpentine Lakes in August 1980,
Little Woodswallows had been recorded in
South Australia in spring and summer only, and
that most observations were from steep, rocky
gorges.

On 23 March 1986, I observed five adults of
Artamus minor near the summit of Mt Laura,
adjacent to the metropolitan area of Whyalla. Mt
Laura is an exposed, prominent hill 175m in
height. Its vegetation is dominated by members
of the Chenopodiaceae, such as Atriplex
vesicaria, Maireana sedijolia and M. pyramidata.
Trees are almost entirely absent and there are
scattered shrubs belonging to such species as
Eremophila oppositijolia, E. alternijolia, Cassia
sturtii and Heterodendrum olaeajolium.

The birds were just below the summit on the
northern side, which is a steep slope of exposed
rock. They flew back and forth close to the rock
slope, and on several occasions, two or three
perched on a dead shrub at a distance of about
20 m. The body was entirely very dark brown.
There was no white leading edge on the wings.
The dark blue-grey wings contrasted strongly

with the body colour, in marked distinction to
the Dusky Woodswallow A. cyanopterus.

Among locations from which A. minor has
been previously recorded in South Australia, only
Lake Merretti is further south and Corunna is
55km to the north-west.

On 25 November 1986, I observed two adult
A. minor at Mt Laura and another three on 12
February 1987.

These records do not answer the question of
whether or not. A. minor is resident in or
migratory to southern South Australia. They do,
however, extend the known seasonal range of
observations as the record of 23 March 1986
appears to be the only autumn record of the
species from southern South Australia.
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