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THE GWSSY BLACK-COCKATOO
IN THE SOUTH MOUNT WFTY RANGES

LEO JOSEPH

Ranges comes from Mr Gordon Lord, ~ former
forester of Second Valley. Parker corresponded
with Mr Lord in 1977and met him in May 1979.
The following account is put together from his
letters and from notes Parker took during their
conversation.

When Mr Lord first went to work for the South
Australian Woods and Forests Department at
Second Valley in 1932, he found the cockatoos
fairly plentiful in the area, where their favourite
food-plants were Drooping Sheoaks
Allocasuarina verticillata (formerly Casuarina
stricta, see Johnson 1982) and Hakea. Mr Lord
also recorded red-tailed Calyptorhynchus
between Thylungra and Parawa, where he saw
several birds in Sheoak woodland up until 1934.
In that year, the birds practically disappeared
from the whole area after most of the scrub was
destroyedby fires. Since then, Mr Lord has noted
the birds only occasionally, and in very small
numbers, mainly in twos and threes. His last
sighting was in March 1966when he encountered
four feeding in a small patch of Hakea in the
Second Valley Forest Reserve.

THE REPORTS
1. H. J. Eckert (pers. comm.) was told by an old
bird-trapper that 'red-tailed' black-cockatoos used
to breed in the Yundi-Mount Compass district,
which is not far from the Black Swamps where
S. A. White (in Mathews 1916~17) claimed to have
seen the birds in 1885.
2. The fullest report of red-tailed
Calyptorhynchus from the southern Mount Lofty

INTRODUCTION
South Australian reports of the Glossy Black

Cockatoo Calyptorhynchus lathami come from
three districts - Kangaroo Island, the South-East
and the South Mount Lofty Ranges. The
Kangaroo Island reports are of a population that
has been the subject of some recent study (Joseph
1982). Parker (1982) showed that, with the
exception of fossils described by Baird (1985),
reports from the South-East are referable to the
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo C. magnijicus. Those
from the South Mount Lofty Ranges are
discussed here.

Cleland & Sims (1968) regarded all reports of
red-tailed black-cockatoos from this region as
referable to C. lathami rather than C. magnificus.
Baird (1986) also recently referred three of those
reports (one in Clark 1888-89, two in Mathews
1916-17) to C. lathami. However, none of those
reports or the ones presented below is
substantiated by extant specimens. Of the 'many
skins' of C. lathami in Samuel White's collection
from the Mount Lofty Ranges (cited by S. A.
White in Mathews 1916-17: 131), none can be
located in S. A. White's collection, now held by
his widow Mrs M. B. White of Fulham, Adelaide. One of Mr Lord's most important observations
I now present reports of black-cockatoos with red confirmed Parker's earlier unpublished suspicion
tails from the Mount Lofty Ranges further to that C. lathami sometimes crossed the Backstairs
those already reviewedby Cleland & Sims (1968) Passage. He stated that some of these birds used
and Baird (1986). Reports 1-5 are the results of . to fly to Kangaroo Island for the winter months,
Mr S. A. Parker's research into this subject and mainly in March or early April, and return in
I thank him for making them available to me. September or October. He recalled one particular

instance. Fishing at The Blowhole, on the south
west coast of Fleurieu Peninsula, in March 1934,
he saw six red-tailed Calyptorhynchus arrive and
rest on the side of the hill above him, then take
off across the strait towards Kangaroo Island,
not towards the nearest point 14 km away, but,
perhaps because of a northerly wind, towards
Antechamber Bay, a course that would have kept
the birds over water for an extra three kilometres.
Mr Lord noted, however, that in the 1930s not
all individuals flew to Kangaroo Island for the



SEPTEMBER, 1989 203

winter, for he found many during this season in
patches of Hakea towards Tunkalilla.

3. On 19or 20 January 1965,D. C. Paton (in litt.
31 July 1977) saw a pair feeding in Sheoaks on
Granite Island and then fly across to the
mainland to settle in some introduced Pinus.

4. Mr A. Cockingham (pers. comm.) saw a party,
with a larger flock of the yellow-tailed Funereal
Cockatoo C. junereus nearby, at Parawa twice in
October 1969; in January or February 1977 he
saw another small party, again with C. junereus
nearby, oJ} Section 70, Hundred of Myponga,

5. Mr H. Mulder (pers. comm.), on four or five
occasions in the period 1969-1977 while hunting
rabbits, saw 'red-tails' with larger numbers of C.
junereus near the junction of Mount Bold
ReservoirNorth and the Onkaparinga River, each
time in summer. On the first occasion, Mr
Mulder, arrested by the red in the birds' tails,
studied them through the telescopic sights of his
rifle as they flew overhead.

6. In 1979, I spoke with Brigadier P. Chapman
of Stirling, near Adelaide, who told me that he
had seen black-cockatoos with red tails there in
several years, alwaysin summer, in about the mid
late 1940s. Brigadier Chapman was familiar with
the yellow-tailed C. junereus, which are often
recorded in this region and was emphatic that the
birds he saw on these occasions had red not
yellow in their tails. He further noted that the red
tailed and yellow-tailed birds never mixed.
7. Angas (1847) published a painting (not
examined but reproduced in Ellis 1978) of an
Aborigine of the Adelaide region entitled
"Warrior of the Adelaide tribe". In it, a native
is depicted wearing a head-dress of a single tail
feather, which is black with a broad red
subterminal band. It is, therefore, a tail feather
of one of the two red-tailed species of
Calyptorhynchus. At the time of European
settlement, Aborigines had probably not
inhabited Kangaroo Island for some 2,250 years
(Lampert 1979)and so it is most unlikely that the
feather had come from there. Possibly, it had
been obtained through trade with Aborigines
from other parts of Australia. But it seems
simpler and equally if not more plausible to
suppose that the feather had in fact been found
locally in the Adelaide region. Angas's painting
would thus provide evidence that one of the red
tailed speciesof Calyptorhynchus occurred in the

Adelaide region at or not long before the time
of European settlement.

DISCUSSION
I propose that all valid records of red-tailed

Calyptorhynchus cockatoos from the southern
Mount Lofty Ranges are most simply attributed
to C. lathami on the basis of the known former
existenceof much suitable habitat for this species
in the Mount Lofty Ranges (see, for example,
Cleland & Sims 1968), the proximity of the area
to Kangaroo Island, where the species still occurs,
and the distance of c. 200 km from the nearest
population of C. magnificus in the South-East
of South Australia and adjacent Victoria.

The only reports of C. lathami feeding on
plants other than Sheoaks in South Australia are
those of Cleland (1942, reports birds feeding on
Acacia seeds on Kangaroo Island), Mrs Coleman
(in Mathews 1916-17) and Mr Lord (report 2
above, birds feeding on the seeds of Hakea and
Acacia). Further details would, of course, be
desirable.

Given that C. lathami nests on Kangaroo
Island in autumn-winter, sometimes laying in late
summer (Joseph 1982), it is pertinent to note that
in each of the records cited above where specific
months are documented, C. lathami was recorded
in the Mount Lofty Ranges in summer or early
autumn, with one record in October. Indeed,
Mr Lord noted (report 2 above) that at least some
of the birds returned to Kangaroo Island for the
winter months. Perhaps a part of the population
(?breeding adults) regularly flew to Kangaroo
Island to nest though the stimulus for such a
movement is unclear.

Why has the frequency of reports of C. lathami
in the Mount Lofty Ranges dwindled?
Undoubtedly, this can be attributed primarily to
the widespread destruction of Sheoaks after
settlement. The persistence of reports until the
1960s and 1970s suggests, however, that some
birds were still able to find food in the Mount
Lofty Ranges. Cleland & Sims (1968) have already
referred to the widespread destruction of Sheoaks
after settlement, noting that the wood of Sheoaks
was popular for burning and ornamental
purposes.

I urge all present-day observers to note and
record with care all black-cockatoos seen in the
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Mount Lofty Ranges at least south of Adelaide
and to accurately record the colour of the tails
and the dates of observation. I suggest that the
Talisker and Hindmarsh Valley regions; where
some suitable habitat for C lathami still exists,
warrant careful attention.
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