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BOOK REVIEW

WHERE TO FIND BIRDS IN AUSTRALIA
by John Bransbury, Century Hutchinson 1987.
495 pages, 130 mm x 210 mm, 16 Colour Plates
with 3 to 5 photographs each, numerous maps.
Retail Price $35.00. Available through the
S.AO.A for $25.00.

This book covers new ground in Australian
Ornithological literature. Even people who have
succumbed to many of the books on ornithology
which have flooded the market in the last few
years, must be tempted to make room on their
library shelves for this one.

Each chapter is devoted to a particular state
and where to find the birds of that state. The
AC.T, is also covered, as are the Cocos,
Christmas and Lord Howe Islands. Preceeding
each chapter useful addresses of Ornithological
and Natural History Organisations are listed,
together with the location of that particular
state's National Parks and Wildlife Services.

The areas about which I am competent to
comment, have been clearly described, all with
adequate maps, and the bird records for these
areas accurately assessed. I can assume that the
birding spots with which I am unfamiliar are also
faithfully documented. One would be lucky
indeed to see all the bird species listed for all
locations, as for some areas species rarely or not
recently recorded have been listed. The months

of the year when migrant species are likely to be
seen have been included.

Obviously many National and State Parks
appear in the text but the information on where
to find birds within big cities like Sydney and
Melbourne is most revealing. A lot of bird
observing by tram, bus, or walking from a city
address is possible with this book at hand.

Perhaps a criticism could be levelledat the way
in which some bird lists cover diverse areas but
fail to mention species' habitat preferences. The
omission may be justified as space in the book
is limited, due to the vast amount of other
information contained in the pages. There are
descriptions of plants, other animals, climate and
geology, together with the history of the country
and buildings of interest in most birding areas
covered. Useful information is given on
accommodation, eating houses, 'and camping
facilities something which is not usually found
in ornithological texts. This makes the book
attractive not only to keen bird ovservers but to
travellers in general.

I for one, will be eager to use John Bransbury's
extensive research into ''Where ToFind Birds" and
pack this book with my field guide, when visiting
places both familiar and unfamiliar within
Australia.
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