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The Weights of Some Australian Birds.
—By A. M. Morgan, M.B., B.Ch.—

During a holiday in the South-East of this State last Octo-
ber, I took the opportunity to weigh each of the birds I collected,
and also their brains, with the object of finding the percentage
of the latter to the body weight. I.also weighed all the eggs
I collected. As regards the relative weights of the brains my re-
sults are so uneven that I think it would be well to obtain many
more observations before publishing the results. Many factors
may upset the balance in a small bird, such as much loss of
blood, containing several shot, or being in poor condition; all
of which would increase the relative proportion of brain to
body. The weights of birds’ bodies and eggs may, however, be
of interest to some of our membhers, and I am therefore publish-
ing them.

All weights are given in grammes, and the names are those
in Mr. Mathews’s 1913 list:—

Name of Bird. . Weight.
& . Hypotaenidia phillipensis—Buff-banded Rajl 2374
9. Laporine pusille palustris.—Little Crake 22.2
& . Leucopolius ruficapillus.—Red-capped Dotterel 39.3.
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Name of Bird. " Weight
. O"hamd/m'us cucullatus.—Hooded Dotterel 101.9
. Actitis hypoleucus euritus.—Common Sandpiper 49.0
. Trichoglossus novaehollandiae.—Blue-bellied
Lorikeet | . 112.9
. ‘Qlossopsitia concinna. — Musk Lorikeet .. 709
. Platycercus eximius.—Rosella 116.1
. Neonanodes c’hajysogastgr.—dfange—bellied Parrot 51.2
. Alcyone azuren victorice—Blue Kingfisher 374
. Cosmaerops ornalus.—DBee-eater 25.8
. Cacomantis rubicatus—TFan-tailed Cuckoo 50.3
. Pachycephala pectoralis fuliginosa.—White-
throated Thickhead 23.2
. Lewinornis rufiventris—Rufous-breasted Thick-
head 25.6
. Bopsaliria australis gularis—Grey-breasted
Shrike Robin 39.3
. Pomatostomus temporalis.—Babbler 974
. Acanthiza 'pusilla —Brown Tit ' 7.0
. Acanthiza litleata. —Stmped Tit .TT
. Acanthiza puszlla hanmltom ——Red-rumped Tit 6.1
1. Bopsaltria 1 australis.’ /vmdwr —-Green rumped
Shrike Robin C 23.8
. Sericornislongirostris.—Serub Wren . 13.8
. Sericornis long@rostms Sy, ' 12.5
. Sericornis maculaf/us mellom —Spotted Scrub
Wren S 12.97
. Malurus cyaneus leggei—Blue Wren 10.1
. Stipiturus malachurus tregellasi—Emu Wren 8.1
. Sphenura broadbenti—Bristle Bird 551
. Campbellornis  personatus.—Masked " Wood-
Swallow - : 36.1
Aphelocephale leucopsis.—White-face 12.3
. Zosterops lateralis westernensis.—Silver eye 8.9
. Pardalotinus  striatus .substriatus.—Striped

Diamond Bird 11.2
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Name of Bird. Weight
2. Ghmphzla melanops.—TFulvous-fronted Honey-
v eater, Juw. 14.9

8 . Meliornis novaehollandiae.—Bearded Honey-eater 24.8
2. Meliornis novagholigndiae.—Bearded Honey-eater 16.5
-9 . Myzantha melanocephala whitei.—Noisy Minah  95.4
8. Myzantha melanocephala whitei.—Noisy Minah  81.0

8. ‘Coleia carunculate.—Red Wattle Bird 144.0
& . Coleia carunculata.—Red Wattle Bird 129.6
Q. Authochaera chrysoptera intermedia.—Brush .
Wattle Bird L 95.4
Q. Acanthagenys  rufogularis  cygnus.—Spiny-
cheeked Honey-eater . 458
9. Zonaeginthus bellus.—Fire-tailed Finch ' 14.1

The g'reat"er.numben of these birds are from the South-East-
ern district, but a few are from Port Lincoln.

A number of clutches of eggs were weighed, and the rela-
tion to the weight of the bird estimated when the latter was
known. The bird weighed was, m most cases, not the parent
of the eggs. o .

Name. oo Weight  Weight  Per cent. Per cent.
of eggs. of clutch of clutch of heavi~

. . to body',, est egg

weight to body

weight
Porzana ﬂummea (Spotted g
Crake) . e e- -- LT4
. t 2.87
+ 385 41.0
4.8.3
. 5.81L . .
Haematopus ostralegus longi-
rostris (Pied Oyster Catcher) 1.503
Leucopolius ruﬁcamllus (Red .
Capped Dotterel . e .. .. 183
- 283 166 424 21.2
. Ditto. 1.6.7 ‘
Ditto. 267 134 341 1705
Ditto 1.7.9 '

Ditto. 217 156  39.7T 20.1
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Name.

Charadrius cucculatus (Hooded
Dotterel .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.

Circus approximaens gouldi
(Swamp Hawk) .. ..

Platycercus eximius (Rosella
Parrot) . e e e s

Coracina novachollandiae:
melanops (Black-faced Cuckoo-
shrike) .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

Colluricincle harmonica vic-
toriae (Grey Shrike Thrugh)

Acanthiza lineate (Striped tit)

Geobasilens chrysorrhous sand-
landi (Yellow-rumped Tit) .

Lamprococc Jm plagosus (Bronze
Cuckoo) . e e e

Anthochaera chrysoptera inter-
media (Brush Wattle Bird)

Ditto.
Ditto.

Weight
of eggs.

. 1135

2.12.9
3.12.9
1125

2125

3125

. 1.36.7

1.5.5

955

3.5.6

1.0.8
2.0.7

. 1.1.09

113

. 158

2.6.0
1.47
2.4.9

Weight

ber cent, per cent,

of clutch of clutch of heavi«

39.3

375

22.5

25.8

191

15

118

10.9

to b odg' est egg

weight to body
weight
38.5 13.2
36.8 12.3
184 4.8
19.4 10.3
12.3 6.2

10.0 5.1
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.. Weight  Weight per cent, per cent.
“of eggs. of clutch of clutch of heavi-
Name. to body est egg
4 weight to body
weight

Acanthogenys rufogularis cygnus .
(Spiney-cheeked Honey-eater) .. 1.5.8 .
251 109 2327 126
Zonaeginthus bellus (Fme -tailed '
Finch) .. .. . 109
2.1.0
3.1.0 47 333 7.0
4.0.9
5.0.9
Ditto. 114
2.1.2
3.1.2
4.1.2 92 653 9.9
5.1.4
6.1.4
114

I found during my investigations that birds lose weight
fairly rapidly after death, but in varying degree. I should think
the temperature of the air would have some influence on this
loss, and also the manner in which the bird had been killed;
birds with large, open wounds would lose weight more rap1d1y
than those dead from other causes. This cause. probably
accounts for the small weight of the Little Crake, noted above,
the bird having been caught by a dog, and considerably mauled
the day before it was weighed. A New-holland Honey-eater
lost one gr. in weight between 7 p.m. and 9 a.m. the next morn-
ing, whereas a seeond bird lost only 0.1 gramme in the same
period; a rufous-breasted Thickhead lost no weight; a Blue
Wren lost 0.3 gramme; a Bee-eater lost 1 gramme; a Secrub
Wren lost 0.2 gramme in 14 hours-after death. The great rela-
tive weight of the clutch of the Fire-tailed Finch is very remark-
able, especially as this bird lays an egg on each day until the
clutch is complete; four of this clutch of seven are known to
have been so 1aid. This means that the female loses nearly 10
per cent. of her body wright on each day, for seven days in suc-
cession—a really terrific strain upon her economy.




