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¥ONTHLY PROOEEDINGS. I

'~Marclr, 26.th,,1920.-
/' ~he twenty-first Annual Meeting was held .,n" the Royal

~ociety',s Rooms, Friday evening, 26th March, 1920,.Oapt, S. A.
White' in' the 'chair.' .

Professor J. Burton Cleland was duly elected, a me.ril.be~;
The resignations.of Mr. 'rhos. Gill, O.M.G." and Mr.' L. Jury,
wer~ received with regret.' , .

Mr. A. Orompton recorded a Bee-eater and a Landrail at
Stonyfell, and the Boobook Owl was heard every night. Dr.
Morgan noted a Little Falcon at the golf links, Seaton, on 21st
March. Whistling Eagles were observed at Lockleys by Mr.
J. W. Mellor, while Minahs and. Large Wattle-birds were about
in numbers. The same member reported that he frequently
came across the,bodies of ~agpies that had been electrocuted
by contact with. the electric power wires ,along the Henley
Beach Road. Mr. A. R. Riddle kindly undertook to bring. the
report under the notice of the Electric lSupply Co. iMr. W.
Weidenbach drew.attentlon to the unusual numbers of Magpies
near the city, and stated that he recently counted 43 of these
birds at Glen Osmond in ten minutes. Mr. J. Sutton;observed
a~wn Flycatcher at. Netherby, and also a White-naped
.B:oney-eafilr attacked and killed by a Magpie. Mr. K. Ashby
stated thatParrots were about in thousands during the month

l
a.~ Blackwood, mostl:f Blue-mountains and Lorikeets. Spi~~·
bills and Miptletoe bIrds ';were also recorded. papt. White
reported tha~ ~oobooks were about at Fulham, but very quie.t,
also a few I\ehcate Owls.

, ,
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Th~ Association is indebted to Mr. A. R. Riddle for bring
ing under .its notice the Mazda C2 electric lamp, with the use
of which the colours canbe distinguished almost as accurately
as by daylight. ' I ..'

¥r. Keith Ashby gave an interesting account of the birds
observed by him during a holiday in the 'Big Timber country -of
Gippsland. ,

'Before.proceeding with the election of officersfor the ensu
ing year, the Chairman gave a resume 9f the good/work accom
pllshedduringrthe past year, and the valuable finds recorded
by members. .

The election of officers resulted as follows-

President-Mr. Edwin Ashby.
Vice-President-Mr. F. E. Parsons,
Secretary-Mr. J. NeU;.McGilp. , '
Editorial'CommIttee-Messrs, F. M. Angel, A. G

Edquist, S.IA. White, Jj'. R. Zietz, and thE
Secretary (ex officio). . .

Regret wasexpressed that Mr. F.M. Angel, who had been
Acting-Secretary ~or the past fourwears, was.relfnquishtng th~
.secretarial duties, and,ahe'arty vote of thanks was recorded;
for his valuable services. .

The 'Cash Statement, which was adopted.zshowed a smal\
surplus of receipts over expenditure during the year, which, in
view ofthe.greatly increased cost of publication of the journal)
was considered 'very, satisfactory. '

--April 30th, 1920.-
Mr. Edwin Ashby,presided.. I

, The !;\cting Secr~tary (Mr. F. ,M. Angel} r~a~ \a letter ,froID.!
the InstItute OI SClence and Industry, 'inviting condensef
reports of meetings and I important papers dealt with from\
scientific bodies for publication ,in the, "Science ana Industry'"
journal. It was :resolved to fall in with the suggestion.

Attention was drawn to the fact that Volume Iv: of tii~ .
((8.A. Ornithologist" icontainafour .parts only, a.~' against S<

parts in Volumes II. and III., Mr: F. ~. AngeYstated thatl'
through 'a mistake on the part of the puhlishers, Yol. 'V.. was'
commenced for the ;current year, instead Of contlnuing ~nder!
Vol. ~V., and the Editorial Committeei,p~o'p'ose ~Q limit, the
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present volume to 4 parts also, so that Volumes IV. and V..ean
be bound together to bring the;size up to previous ones. - Sub
sequent 'Volumes will comprise 8 quarterly parts.

The resignation of Mr. R. Henderson as a member was reo
ceived with .regret, .

. Mr. A. R. Riddle reported that-he had conferred with. the
Manager of .the Adelaide Electric Supply Co. regarding the
electrocution of .Magpies .reported at t1le Iasl meeting.' The
different/systems employed by the Oompanyforconveyance of
current to the suburbs were lucidly explained by Mr. Riddle,
when it was seen that the danger to .bird/life was almost con
fined to 'the Henley Beach system. No alteration to this line
was contemplated by the Company at present, but the Manager
would be pleased to hear of any complaints or suggestions
from the Association. j

The principal business of the evening was the Chairman'S
account of the birds observed during his recent,trip to ·Tasma·
nia and Gippsland.j His description of the wonderful mimicry
of bush calls by the Victorian Lyre-bird was particularly in
teresting,

Members were pleased to hear that, at the request of the
South Australian Government, the Customs officers (of the
whole of the Commonwealth have been instructed to exercise
special vigilance to prohibit the importation and exportation
of all protectedrfauna in the South ~ustralian schedule.

Notes of Observations for the month were received Trom
Capt. S. !A. White, Messrs. J. W. Mellor and J. Sutton.

-May 28th, 1920.-

Mr. Edwin Ashby in the chair.
The resignation of Mr. IF. E. Parsons from the office of

Vice-President was received with regret, and Mr. F. M. Angel
was elected tofiil the vacancy.

A letter was received from 'Mr. Parsons, stating that owing
to the ravages of weevils, the late Dr. Angove's collection of
bird skins had been destroyed, and as hefeared that the collec
tion of eggs 'Wouldshare a 'similar fate, if not rescued, suggp.sted
that aneffott be made to secure the collection for the Associa
tion orine S.A.M'Usetim~It was thought very desirable that the'
Association 'sh(ni1'aim~ifa collection handy for reference, and,
as the' ~glts Hi qtl~stidntwould form a valuable .micleus, it was
resolved' 't8~~t tlie' p~~s~nt owner if he .is' willing t~1Jresent the
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egg c'ollection to.the Association if suttable accommodation be
found. " :

Mr. A. G. Edquist exhibited the silver trophy presented
S01)1e years ago by members of The S.A. Ornithological Aasocia
tion,lfor annual competition among the public schools, for the
purpose of encouraging a love and knowledge of our native
.hirds. ." .

Mr. R. Beck showed a pair, partly eaten by Zosterops, in
which a large number of pepper berries had been secreted by the
'birds.

Mr.IKeith Ashby tabled a.fine specimen of Neostrepera ver
alcolor ( ~ ) from Yinnar, Gippsland, and Mr. Edwin Ashby a
skin of Myzantha melanota from Karoonda, S.A.

In. order to ensure ample -tims for the main business of
the evening, a resolution was passed, fixing 8.45 p.m. as the
time for the commencement of same.

'The principal subject for consideration was Capt. S. A.
White's report on the birds on the ,Yanco Irrigation Area. At
the invitation orthe New South Wales Government, a bird Sur
vey.of the' district was .made for jthe purpose of determining
which birds are beneficial or destructive. Supported by reli
.able data, and records of stomach contents ofjbirds taken in the
.district, a lengthy report, with recommendations, has been pre-
pared by this member, .

Bird notes for the month were receive(I. fxom Messrs .. E..
AshbYi F. E., Parsons, J. W. Mellor".J. 'Sutton; A. Crompton,
and Capt. S. A. White. . The occurrence at the Outer Har
bour of the Blue-winged Parrot (Neonanodes ahryso8tomus) ,
reported by Mr. F. E. Parsons, ifl worthy of speclal mention.

Retiring Chairman's Address,
The retiring chairman gave a brief address upon. the work

-accomplishedduring his term of office covering the Iast two
.years. He said, "Ornitholegists cuuld congratulate them
selves upon much which had been. accomplished. First of all
an Aet called the ,.Animals and Birds Protection Act" was
-drafted owing to the want of better protection for our wild ani,
mals and birds. The bill lapsed, in the fir.s~ session of this Parbi
.ament, .but was brought in again in the second seasion as a lap
sed ibm, and.after 'being much mutilated became law, ,A.lthough
several strong uieasures were cut out 'f?tiU it i,s a great Improve

.ment upon li,(' flld Act, and an. ml1st.lQ.9~1 fat: am,t~(I'fu..eIlts in
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the future. Your chairman was successful in arranging for
numbers to be placed before the name of each protected bird in
the Act which corresponds with. the number in Dr. Leach's
"Australian Bird Book" and now the Government has supplied
aaeh Police Station with ope.of these books, so there will not be
.any mistakein idehtifying' the bird. One of the most impor
tant happenings iI!: the history 'of tne ·State of 'South. Australia
(from a Biclogicaland Botanical point of view) was the consti
tuting 6f Flinders Ohase, Kangaroo Island, because within fIlis
great reserve many species of the fast disappearing avifauna
on the mainland can be introduced and saved for all time:"
The retiring president said ."In 'company with Mr. G. R.

·Laffer, M.P -., a representative for the district (the Premier be
-ing prevented from going at the-last moment) visited Kangaroo
'Island'. The whole question was' discussed with the Kings
'cote District Council., After a long discussion the Council
agreed that they would vno longer oppose the fixing of the
boundarles of the Chase. Thi!l action..was closely followed
up by vour president who had frequent interviews with the
Hons. the Premier, Attorney General, and Mr. Laffer, M.P., to
ensure having the reserve properly constituted by Act of Par
liament. ,M'embers 'of .the 'Ministry gave a promise -to 'that
effect, and later on these promises were right .royally carried
out, for the Bill passed both Houses ,practically without-altera
tion. Aiter twelve years of flghting the great Reserve is now
a reality. The Board-of .Governors controlling Flinders Chase
'has been formed and is now hard at work in the management
.of this fine sanctuary. .200 square-miles of 'country is rea]ly
.not large enough.rbut the ,Act provides' for extension.

The protection of the Association'.s Islands in the Ooorong
is maintained and your President during. term of office made
numerous vis.its to the birds 'breeding grounds. Both 'swan and
.pelicans- reared a fair number -of ~oung birds the last three
.nesting seasons. Good sound work has been put in by many

- members of the Association. Dr. Morgan has made several
,trip.s, which -he has written up in-his usual very thorough man
ner for "The South Australian Ornithologist." Mr. F. Parsons
made a good disc-overy ina new sub species of Emu Wren on
Kangaroo Island. 'Mr. L. K. McGilp's:meeting with the scar
.let-chested grass parrot (N. splendida) in the country north of
Lake Frome, September, 1919. Last but not Ieast your-retiring
'President is deeply indebted to the loyal backingof the Associ,
ation, especially to the Han. Secretary ~M;r-'F. M. Angel) who
ihas .rendered such valuable assistance to the AJssociation and
Ornithologists In general, and it is with greatest regret that 1
hear of 'his resignation as Secretary.


