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IX. 

Fro'IJl. A. J. CAMPBELL, Esq., C.M.B.O.U., Past President 
R.A.O.U., Box Hill, Victoria. 

-Collecting and Pr.ivate Permits.-
On the above-mentioned topic, I may be permitted, as an 

IQnlooker, to offer the testimony of an independent and authorita
tive observer in America. What applies to America is surely 
good enough for Australia. 

In the last issue of " The Auk," a quarterly journal of 
<>rnithology, January, 1924, Dr. Wm. C. Adams, Director of 
Fisheries and Game, Massachusetts, presents some pointed 
:remarks on the subject of "Scientific Collecting." He com
mences by reference to previous remarks by Dr. A. K. Fisher, 
•of the United States .Bureau of Biological Survey, in which 
remarks he (Adams) fully concurs. Dr. Adams thus ·con
dudes:-

" Several years ago I called together the ornithologists of 
-the country, in so far as they could come to Boston, for a con
ference on what should be the policy of our Department in the. 
matter of issuing permits to take birds and eggs for scientific 
-purposes. About sixty men attended. They ranged in ages 
from men still in college to white-bearded men in the seventies. 
I asked that every man in the room stand up who was interested 
in bird-collecting before he reached the age of ten years, and 
·every man in the room stood. Certain interesting facts came 
·out in the discussion, embodied in the conclusion that a State 
should be liberal in issuing these permits; that there. were not 
enough younger men tt&rning to these fields to keep up the work 
.already started; that if young men and women were to be 
encouraged they should have an opportnnity to sta1·t young, and 
that they should be stimulated by 'being permitted to collect 
their own material; that this part of the work was most valuable 
in getting them outdoors and in close touch with the elementar.v 
steps of scientific collecting and observing; that the mere study 
of specimens already preserved was not sufficien,t. It was even 
stated by one member that one of the .largest educational insti
tutions of the country had delayed sending out certain scientific. 
expeditions for the reason that no young men were available 
who had had the necessary training. 

a The Conservation Commissioners throughout the countrv 
to a man should be squarely behind the ornithologists to help 
them in every· possible way tu carry out their investigati~ns. 
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Dr. Fisher has made it perfectly plain that the number of speci-· 
me.ns taken is only w drop in the btwket compared to the losses: 

1.to' ou'r·wild life 1·esulting from other causes. We should not lose· 
sight of',the fact that those specimens taken for science are not. 
lost. They dq not go down the gulM, but into the brain, and. 
eventually we are all rewarded by growing contributions to that, 
'fund .Of·exact-knowledge on which the hopes.of our·work must. 
be· based." 


