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The South Australian Ornithological Association. 

MO:NTHLY PROCEEDINGS. 
-January,_ 1927.-

Themonthly meeting was held at the Royal Society's Rooms 
on Friqay evening, 28th' January, 1927, at 8 p.m. The President 
(Mr. Alfred Crompton) was in. the chair. 
, New Member.-Mr. S. E. Terrill, of 19 Weller Street, Good

woocl Park, was duly proposed and seconded as a member. 
Resignation.-Mr. J. W. Goodale tendered his resignation as 

a memher, and it was accepted "')ith regret. 
Micropus pacificus (Fork-tailed Swift) .-A visitation of this 

species was noted during the J amiary heat wave by some of our 
members. .. ' . 

Exhibits.-Mr. F. E. Parsons exhibited the following 
specimens :-Calidris canutus (Knot), iS, Lake AlbeJ:t, Meningic. 
4/12/26 (a new record. for S.A.); Tringa nebularia (Greenshank), 

!i? , Woods Well, 11/12/26; !i? , Meningie, 11/12/26; EroUa 
testacea (Curlew-Sandpiper), iS, Waltowa Swamp, near Menin
gie, 12/12/26; Calamanthus fuliginosus (Striated Field-Wren), 

!i? , Port MacDom:lell, 8/12/26; Eopsaltria australis (Southern 
Yellow .Robin), ~ , r.1It. Gambier, 8/12/26. Master H. A. 
Stevens showed some birds' eggs from the interior, 250 miles west 
of Oodnadatta, and. a live Dacelo gigas (Laughing Kookaburra). 
From the S.A. Museum were exhibited :-A J.1£yzomela, from 
Vanikoro, Santa Cruz Islands. The red feathers on birds of 
this species are used in the making of the "tavau," or coil-feathel.' 
currency used as money in that group of islands. The coil is 
made of pigeons' feathers and the red breast-feathers of thes~ 
Honeyeaters fixed to a foundation of vegetable fibre similar to 
that used for making Santa Cruz fishing-lines. The birds 
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providing the red feathers are caught alive, plucked, and released. 
The coil of " tavau " in the S.A. Museum is 25 feet 8 inches 
in length, one and three~quarter inches in width, and 

-three-eighths of an inch thi~k. The red feathers cover 
2.&5 feet 6 inches of the roil. Specimens were also shown 
of Hirundapus caudacutus (Spine-tailed Swift), Micropus 
pacifictts (Fork-tailed Swift), and CoZlocalia fmncica (Grey 
Swiftlet). A Swift is b.onsiderably larger than a Swallow, and 
can be recognized at a distance less by its size than by its peculiar 
shape. The head scarcely projects from the anterior outline of· 
the pointed wings, which form an almost continuous curve, at 
right angles to which extend the body and tail, resembling the 
handle of the crescentic cutting-knife used in several trades, 
while the wings represent the blade. The mode of the flight of 
the two birds is also unlike, that of the Swift being much more 
steady and, rapid as it is, ordinarily free" from jerks. The 
Swifts are remarkable for . the development of. their salivary 
glands, the secretions of. which serve in most species to glue 
together the materials of which the. nests are composed, and in the 
species of the genus ('ollocalia form almost the whole substance of 
the structure. These are the " edible " nests so eagerly sought 
by Chinese epieures as an ingredient for soup, and their composi
tion, though at one time popularly· believed to be made of some 
kind of seaweed, algae, or other vegetable matter collected by the 
bird, was conclusively proved .by Dr. J. R. Green to consist 

. essentially of mucus, secreted by the salivary glands above 
mentioned, which dries and looks like isinglass. Their market
able value depends on their colour and purity, as they are often 
intermixed with other. substances. The Swifts that construct
these " edible " nests form the genus Collocalia, which chiefly 
inhabit the islands 'of the Indian Ocean from ;the north of 
Madagascar eastward, as well as many of the tropical islands of 
the Pacific as far as the Mar.quesas, one species oecurring in thi· 
.hill-country of India. They breed· in caves, to which they 
resort in great numbers, and oecupy them jointly and yet. 
alternately with Bats-the mammals being the lodgers by day 
and the birds by night. The Swifts, though like Swa1lows in 
many respects, have scarcely any part of their structure wl1ich is 
not formed on a different plan, and there is no near affinity exist- · 
ing between the two groups (Newton). Referting to the nests 
of Collocalia. francica. at Dambetenne, in Ceylon, Legge rep1arks: 
-'

1 The ··little structures were by no means edible, being con
structed of moss and fine tendrils, arranged in layers and 
cemented with the inspissated saliva of the birds, the back par~ 
attaching the nest to the rock as well.., as the. interior of the cup, 
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being, however, entirely of this material. I have seen one or 
two nests from. Pittegalla (Ceylon) almost wholly made of the 
substance, but even these were mixed, to a certain extent, with 
foreign or vegetable material." Layard, referring to a breeding
place on the River Bentota (Ceylon), stated that he was at the 
spot a few days before Chri~tmas and fancied that must be about 
the time to see nests. in perfection. · He found that the Chinese 
have. three different qualities of nests. The best is very clean, 
white as snow, and thin, and is also very expensive. This species 
is found about Cardwell, North Queensland, and the nests and 
eggs have been taken on Dunk Island, North Queensland. 


