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further Notes on Birds of South,East 
of South Australia. 

By F. E. Parsons. 

In Vol. IX, .Part 1, of this publication an account is given of 
the ornithological observations taken on a trip from Adelaide 
to the Soutli-East of South Australia. A month later much of 
the same country was traversed again, and although very little 
time could be given to bird observations, the additional data arP. 
interesting. 

At Meningie on the eastern shore of Lake Albert a small 
company of Waders was noticed. Close observation showed 
that with two exceptions it consisted of Sharp-tailed Sandp~pers 
(Erolia dcuminata) and Little Stints (Erolia ruficollis), the 
exceptions being one Common Sandpiper (Tringa hypoleuca), 
and one Knot ( Calidris canutus). The latter bird was. obtained. 
for identification. Particulars-Meningie, 4th December, 1926; 
() ; feet and l~gs, olive green; bill, dark olive; iris, dark brown; 

total length, 9-2- inches; spread of wings, 20 inches. This 
constitutes the first record of Calidris canuttts in South Aus
tralia. 

The Curlew-Sandpiper (E1·oZ.ia testacea) was not observed on 
the previous trip, but at this later date they had collected in good 
numbers on Waltowa Swamp, about seven miles from Meningie. 

Several Greenshanks (Tringa nebularia) were noticed on the 
shore of the. Coorong. In no case did I notice more than 
the one bird. They were very timid if approached on foot, bur 
took very little notice of a motor-car, and could be pa;:;sed within 
20 vards. 

the Striated Field-Wrens (Calamanthus fuliginostts) increased 
in numbers as we journeyed south, and at Port MacDonnell, the 
most southerly town of South Australia, they were very 
numerous. One nest was found by the bircr flying from it almost 
under my feet. Thinking there might be eggs, a finger was 
inserted, only to find young birds about half-fledged. It is a 
pity that my curiosity should be the means of the destruction of 
these young, for destroyed they surely would be. I remember 
a similar experience at Port Augusta, where a bird. was flushed 
from a nest containing half-grown young. My finger was 
inserted into the nest through the entrance~ but in no way was. 
the nest or the covering bush damaged, yet on passing the nest. 
only two hours later I found. the cosy home pulled open, and the 
young birds out on the ground swarming with ants. Mr. McGilp 
tells me his experience of the Calamanthtts is the same as mine. 
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At Mount Gambier I had my first introduction to a living 
Southern Yellow Robin (Eopsaltria australis), in a small Clump 
of teatree. There were two pairs in this clump of trees, and 
both nests were found about 20 yards apart, each containing one 
fresh egg. The contrast between the nest of this species and that 
of the closely allied Western Yellow Ropin (E. griseogularis) is 
very striking. The structure is somewhat similar, excepting 
that the pendant bark js not nearly so heavy or abundant, but the 
position of the .nest is YCry different. E. griseogularis builds in 
a vertical fork, but the nests found of E. amt-ralis were on rather 
thinhorizontal twigs in a very similar position to that chosen by
our Willie Wagtail (.Rhipidura leucophrys). 


