
70 Bird Notes. 

By T. G. Souter, Maitland, Yorke Peninsula. 
-'20th December, 1926.-

I have not seen the White-throated Nightjar (Ettrostopodu.~ 
mystacaZis) since August last. Two very interesting observa
tions have oecurred since I WTOte last (August). The first is 
the discovery of the Black-backed "'Wren*. I had seen ·wrens 
about some years ago when over this way. On 15th NoYember 
I saw three females or .immature males and watched them for 
several minutes trying to decide which species they were, whon 
I heard a twitter and there was a beautiful male in full plumage. 
Another new discovery to me was a small family of the Crimson 
Chat (Epthianura tricolor) on the 17th November. They have 
been about the lo.cality ever since within a few hundred yards 
of thCi place where I first saw them. Here are my observations 
of nesting for this season:- . 

August 15-Pipit (Anthus australis), nest being built. 19-
Crow (Corvus cecilae), nest with four eggs. 31_:P.ipit, nest with 
three eggs. 

September 9.-Willie Wagtail (Bhipid1.t1·a lencophrys), ne~t 
nearly finished; Dusky Wood-Swallow (.Artamns cyanopterus), 
nest being built. 21-White-backed Magpie (Gymnorhina 
hypoleuca), nest with young ready to fly; Singing Honeyeater 
(Meliphaga virescens), nest being built. 24-Yellow-throated 
Miner (111 yzantha flam'gula), nest being lined with wool. 

,. *Black-backed Blue Wren.-This vernacular name is given to J\lalurus 
m.elanottts, which has not been found anywhere near Yorke Peninsula . 
.The _specimens .in the S.A. ,Museum .arc from~Ball Rock,-near--Overland -· 
Corner, Bow Hill, ·River Murray, as well as at Pungonda. One species 
thali has been recorded from that; Peninsula is Malttrus assimilis, the 
Purple-backed Wren, but this has chestnut-red shoulders, which one would 
have thought would have attracted Mr. Souter's attention. He doubtless 
knows M. cyaneus, which is described as upper back enamel-blue, lower 
back black. It is recorded from Yorke Peninsula. The only other 
probability is Malurus callainus, Turquoise Wren, but this species has not 
been recorded south of Port Germein.-Editors. 
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October 7-Welcome Swallow (Hinmdo neoxena), nest jusl. 
finished. 9-White-backed Magpie, nest with young just ready 
to leave; Willie Wagtail, young just left nest; Yellow-tailed 
Thornhill (ilcanthiza ch1·ysorrhoa), nest with young half-fledged. 
I 0-Singinp; Honeyeater, nest \\'ith two eggs; Dusky Wood
Swallow, nest with three eggs. 16-White.-winged Triller 
(Oaterp~llnr-eater) (Lalage tricolo1'), four nests, one being built, 
one containing one egg, and two with young (there was quite 
a colony of these birds about in a small patch of sanqalwood 
t-rees) ; Willie Wagtail, ne(3t with three eggs. 

November 3-Little Quail (Turnix velox), nest with four 
eggs. 18-Nankeen Kestrel (Falco cenchroides), two nests each 
with ·two fully-flcclgecl young. A nest of a Diamoncl-Firetail 
(Zonaeginthtis gtlttattls) was below one of these Nankeen 
K~strel's nests. The nest, with the Diamond Firetail's nest 
below, was occupied last year by a Brown Hawk (Falco berigora). 
20-Singing Honeyeater, nest with two young just hatched; 
Dusky ·wood-Swallow, two nests each with three eggs;· Brush 
Bronzewing (Phaps elegans), nest with two eggs. 21-Dusky 
Woocl-Swallow, nest with two eggs. 25-Little Quail, nest with 
four eggs: Willie Wagtail, ne::>t with two eggs. 27-Willic 
Wagtail, nest just. started building; Dusky Wood-Swallow, nest 
with two eggs. 

December 2-Dusky Wood-Swallow, three young, just out o£ 
nest, being fed. 4-Willie Wagtail, nest which was just started 
on November 27; now contained three eggs. 10-Quite :~ 
number of young Little Quails about just able to fly. The 
Little Quails are numerous this year. I have seen very few 
Stubble Quail (Cotumix pectoralis) this year. 16-Dusky 
Wood-Swallow, nest with large young. Dusky Wood-Swallows 
are very numerous this year, but so far I have not seen any 
Masked Wood-Swallows. The latter usually arrive here in 
No~ember. 


