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116 SUTTON-Amytomis goyderi. 

Amytornis goyderi, Eyrean (formerly Goyder's) 
Grass.-wren, etc. 

~y J·. Sutton. 

Amytornis goyderi was obtained by the Lake Eyre Expedi~. 
tion dispatched by the .South Australian Government u~der 

. the command of Mr ... J. W. Lewis, with whom were Mr. A. G. 
:D, Beresford, .sirrveyor and draughtsman (second in. command) ; 
Mr. F, W. Andrews, collector and' naturalist; Mr. 'G. W. 
'rolmer,· asS~f?tant; J. Davis, cook; and three.Afghan camel
drivers, viz., Halleem (Jemidar), Sheik Willie, and Nazere. 
The camels, fifteen or more, were supplied by the Ron. Thomas 
E~der. An aboriginal named ·" Tommy " was attached to the 
expedition until 3rd March, 1875., when he "went bush." The 
expedition left Beltana on 22nd October, 1874, and returned to 
that pllll~e on 12th July, 1875.. Durii?.g that p~riod the western; 
northern, and. eastern shores of Lake Eyre were surveyed> the 
Macumba was traversed to· its mouth, and the Warburton and 
Ev.erard-now known as parts. of the course of the Diamantina 
River-::-wer\) followed up to six miles beyond the South'Austr~lian 
an~ Queensland border. From that point the survey .party 
ha'd to retreat, as the whole of the country, except the rises, was 
co;yered . by the floodwat~rs of the Diamantina. They ·Jater. 
crossed over to Cooper's Creek, or ihe Barcoo, and its course was 
traced :from Innamincka to its mouth in Lake Eyre. The 
official report of the . expedition is 9ontained in Parliamentary 
Paper No. 114 of 1875., to which is a'ttached a map of the route, 
and the copy of Lewis's J ournnl forms Parliamentary Paper 
No. 19 of 1876. The map is too large for reproduction in the 
" S.A. Ornithologist;" so that only that portion which 'shows the 
route of the main party around the northern end of. Lake Eyre 
and a:Iong the Macumba is reproduced. Amytornis goyderi was 
taken by Andrews on the Macumba during December,. 1874. 
Six specimens were obtained, and two of them were sent to 
J olm Gould, in London, for description and naming. Those two 
specimens were included in a Gould collection which was 
acquired by the British Museum, where they now are, and, .as 
far as is known, ~re the only specimens in existence. 

_In the " Catalogue of the Birds in the British Museum," 
Volume· IV,· page 109, the birds are referred to thus:-

. "Amytis goyderi, two adult skins, M~cumba, Lat. 27°. 4' S., 
Long. 145.0 1' 23" E.' Gould Collection. Types d~ spe?ies." 
No portion of the Macumba has that latitude, and·thc longitude 
.is almost that 'of Melbourne! Mathews, however, in his" Birds 
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of Australia," gives the information as " Amytis.? Macumbra, 
Centrai Australia, Lat. 27° 41' 23''. · That is the latitude 
given by Lewis on ·1st~ December, 1874, aG that of t.he Brackish 
Waterhole, Macumba River (Camp 21), an(i is without doubt 
tlie camp near which the specimens were secured. 

All the' information with regard to the expedition is taken 
~ from Lewis's journal,· and each camp he was at personally was 

dated and numbered as far as 60, when the numbers \vere . 
dropped and dates only were given. There is an error as to, 
the time Camp No. 21 was occupied (17th to 27th December), 
and the Ca:mp at Christmas Waters has been omitted, as will 
be seen by the narrative herewith. It was the practice of 
Lewis, as well as other explorers, to form a depot with the 
main body of the expedition, and undertake minor surveys. 
He formed a depot at Camp 11 on 7th· December, and left there 
on 8th Decem~er with " Tommy '1 with the intention of going 
to Cha:r:lotte Waters for supplies of food. Meanwhile the depot 
party were to search for better water, and if found to shift 
th·e camp there. I assume that party transferred to Camp 
21 within three days, reaching there say on lOth December. 
The camp was maintai.ned at the Brackish W aterhole until 19th 
December, over a period of nine days. On. 19th December, 
1874, Lewis took Tolmer on a further survey trip, leaving 
Beresford in charge of the party wiiSh instructions to move 
down the river to Christmas Waters, which was reached,. say, on 
20th December, and was occupied until 28th December, 1874, 
when the expedition proceeded eastward. 

Attached to Parliamentary Paper No. 19 of 1876 is. a list of 
the specimens of natural hi'Story, minerals, fossils, etc., e,ollected 
by Artdrews, and in ~he " South Australian Register !' of' 12th 
August, 1875, there is an account of these collections with notes 
by Mr. F. G. Waterhouse,· Curator, South Australian Institute 
Museum, wherein he gives the number of the specimens obtained 
'by the Museum, and he adds at the foot of the article:-H Many 
of these birds are rare, and two, if not three, ·are quite new 
to science. Specimens of these have been forwarded by the 
last in~il to Mr. Gould for description and to be figured in the 
next supplement to his great work . on the birds of Australia. 
The spec~mens coUe·ctecJ. form valuable additions to the collection 
in the. Museum, and have evidently been collected with zeal 
and good judgment." It is with regret that I have to add that 
none of these specimens are now in the collection ·of t4e ·South 
Australian Museum. The natural history specimens ];la;d been 
so neglected that the Curator reported on 30th June, 1882, that 
most of them would have to be destroyed, and in the repor~ 
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of 30tli June, 1885, the Acting Director stated that "they had 
previously been· destroyed." Against that, however, it is to 
be mention~d that for some years (including the above period) 
a dishonest employee sold much material from the Museu).U to 
European collectors, and the specimens referred to in the list 
may. have been so· disposed of. · -. · • · · ' . 

Lewis's remarks on the collections of Andrews were as~ 
follows :-11 The country beyol).d the Macumba for some 
distance during our trip was of the most -sterile and barren 
character-no rain 'had evidently f,allen for, at least, say (from 
all the information we could gather from the natives), two:years. 
We liad no spring-time "to ·unlock the flowers to .paint the 
landscape." At my suggestion, Mr. Andrews at once turned his 
attention to making a· collection · of the grasses indigenous to 
the parts of the country through which we travelled. · . . . 
I am quite certain that 'all opportunities for hollectiori were 
.eagerly embraced ·oy Mr. Andrews, who spared. 'no· time nor 
trouble."· · · 

·. In 11 The Emu," Volume· XXIII,. 1923J page 81, the two 
"Amytornis goyderi "- are figi1red in colour, and a short article 
oh'the nomenclature is added by Mr. A .• T. Oampbefl. . .. . . . 

Topographical Details.-Beltana is . 365 miles north of 
.Adelaide (by rail). TJmbu:m Station is 165 miles nort4-west 
of Beltana. Christmas Waters is 81 miles east of Oodnadatt.a. 
which town is 688 miles north-west of Adelaide · (bv rain. 
Macumba is the name of the .river from the junction of the 
Alben1;a and ~tevenson Creeks, 30 miles north of Oodnadatta, ahd 
ru~s (when it does flew) south-easty,rly for some 110 miles into 
~.ake Eyre. .From Camp U to the junction .of the Macumba 
nJld Kallakoopah Creek is '26f'miles in a. di.reet line, but 31£ 
mil!3.~ by the route tak.en by the expedition. Kallakoopah 
Creek is the northern arm of the delta of the Diamantina River, 
and it leaves' the main stream about 80 miles to the· north
east of lts junction with . the Macumba. The Di'amabtimi. 
Rj:ver w~s also 'kno~n as Salt Cree~,' Will's Creek, the Warb?rton, 
~iid, no.rth of Goyd¢t:'s Lagoon, the Eve~_ai'd. . Th.e evaporation 
II\ the La~e Eyr~ CO\!ntry has been estimated at 100 n'iches a 
ye.a:r. ·:, Th~ t{tinfall ;there varies in a!llount up to. 6 inches 
a year::;·' Th.e southern. shqre of the lake is 36 feet,.~and the 
~elftr~ 60 feet '!:>~lo_w se~-level i .. the di.stance- of ~he, ~entre to 
P,6ft,. Al!lfl!sta i,s 2.60 · miles. . The northern lake Is·· }-'oughly 
90"111iles)ong by 50 mile~ broad; the south·ern, which 'is connected 
~t~i \he ilorth~rn by a ~drrow channel,. 10 ropes ~n -length, is 
~5· miles ~eng by 40 broa~. ·.. If full of water both lakes would 
cover'5;000 square miles. ·The area of the :basin has been given 
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as about 500,000 square miles: Ther~ . is one low gap 
between Lakes Eyre and Torrens, but it is 175 feet above sea
level. (Lake Torrens is about 105 miles long by 20 broad; 
111 feet above sea-level; its northern shore is 45 miles 
from the Southern Lake Eyre, and its southe.rn shore is 37 mil!JS 
from Port Augusta.) 

I am greatly indebted to Dr. A. M. Morgan for his help in 
the preparation of tbe·Iist of species of birds; Mr. F. E. Parsons, 
with regard to the surveying, etc.; and Professo·r J. B. Cleland for 
the botanical names of the trees and shrubs. · 

To show the type ·of country which Am.ytornis goyderi 
inhabits, I have added some extracts from Lewis's Journal. A 
list of the ·species of birds obtained by Andrews is also 
appended:-

ExTRACTS FROM LEWIS's JoURNAL. 

The Macumba and North of Lake Eyre. 
Saturday, 5th December, 1874. Koorakarinna Creek. 

Barometer 29.76; thermometer 71 o; calm. Not judging it 
prudent to follow down this creek to the other water spoken of 
by the black, as this one failed us, I started at 5.45 a.m. north, 
over fairly grassed, undulating, redstont> plain; at four miles 
crossed a narrow, boggy marsh drainage from the country wes~
ward and falling.into Koorakarinna Creek; at five miles crossed 
another branch of the sali,le marsh. At five and three-quarter 
miles we changed our· course a little to the eastward, and in two 
miles got into good sandhill country. Continued course a little 
east of north for 13 miles, following along a small creek, which 1 
observed spread in many places into _salt marshes. At two 
and a q~arter miles, crossed the creek (at a small, dry box. 
(Eucalyptus rnicrotheca) waterhole, country around very good) 
and got into good sandhills. At five miles crossed the Frew (native 

. name,· Manarrinna), quite dry. After crossing the Frew we 
got to a well-grassed flat; but I fancy it is subject to lengthened 
inundation. At three and a half miles crossed another small 
creek; in the bed of this creek we found an old native well, 
supply, I think, good, but slightly impregnated with soda. Above 
where we crossed is a very large and very salt waterhole. 
After crossing this creek we changed course to north, and at 
two and a half miles struck the Macumba at a small sand 
drainage we found by scratching. After letting the camels go, 
all hands set to work to enlarge the hole; but after clearing 
out a place eight feet long by four feet wide and two feet deep, 
we found the supply insufficient. It was a very strange place,. 
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situated in the bottom of a waterhole, in which there was a pool 
of frightfully salt water; the hole we cleared out was only two 
feet from the salt pool, but the water we obtained was perfectly 
fresh; the bottom of the salt pool being covered with sand, 
then six or eight inches of sof.t, black mud, through which the 
salt water cannot drain. On finding the supply insufficient, 
for O';lr· wants) Mr. ~e~e.sford .and Mr. ~olmer fo!l?wed up ~h·3 
river 1n search of more, while I and the otlrers still kept enlargmg 
the hole, timbering it, and getting out what water we could. 
Jn a very short time' they" returned, having found a splendiCl. 
sand drainage a.bout three-quarters of a mile above the camp, 
L~t. 2zo 37' 35". 

Sunday, 6th December, 1874. Macumba River. 
Barometer 29.76; thermometer 68°; calm, cloudy, and very 

sultry. After a very early breakfast, Mr. Tolmer, Mr. 
Andrews, and two Afghans started up the river to the place 
.found last night, . for the purpose of sinking and timbering a 
well. I began with Halleem. getting out the water here with 
buckets (or rather with a quart pot into buckets); by 10 a.m. 
we managed to water eight of our camels. Shortly after this, 
we observed a smoke up the river, which was the signal agreed 
upon with the wellsinkers to inform Uf'l when the well w.as 
finished, and also to start the camels up to it. I sent them up, 
and had them thoroughly watered with buckets-the supply 
being sufficfent for any .number, as far as we could judge, at 
a depth of four feet. There had been great difficulty in getting 
down1 even to this small depth, as the sand was so fine it caved 
in as fast as it could be shovelled out, and it ·was only by very 
close t~~b.ering that the work was accomplished; just as they 
had fimshed watering the camels, the .blackboy (who had 
wandered up the river on his own account)- returned to them 
with the pleasing news that there was a fine fresh waterhole 
~bout half a mile higher up. After dinner, Mr:Beresford, Mr. 
Andrews, and Mr. Toimer went up the river to the waterhole 
found by the black, for the purpose of shooting and fishing, and 
their labours. were most satisfactorily rewarded by obtaining 
seven Ducks, and two and a haH dozen small fish. The fine 
fat condition of the Ducks was noted by all the party. · 

Monday, 7th December; 1874. fVIacumba River . 
. Barometer 29.77; thermometer 74°; wind light, from east . 

. Started at 4.42, and proceeded one and a half miles up the river, 
past the well which suited us so admirably yesterday, to the 
top-end of the Wl;tterhole foun~, and camped on a splendid · 
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prickly acacia (Acac-ia victoriae, probably;) flat. Here I deter
mined to form a depot, leaving the party to examine the country 
above the depot, the river down ·to Lake :Eryre; thence alopg 
the shore to the Neales, and to proceed up the Macumba 
myself with one pompanion to the telegraph-line; thence by the 
known portion of the Dalhousie Springs to the Charlotte 
Telegraph Station, to obtain a slight supply of rations,. 
a,nd to return to the Dalhousie and follow them eastward as far 
as possible, then return by a southerly course to the depot. 
. . . ·Lat. 27° 35' 54"; variation 5° 18' east. 

Thursday, 17th December, 1874. Pecherina Waterhole. 
Barometer 29.53; thermometer 89°; wind . S.W., cloudy. 

Started at 8 for .the depot, following back ne~rly along my 
upward tracks. . At 12.30. arrived at the depot, and f9-,und a 

. memo. from Mr. Beresford stating that he had moved the<3camp 
nine miles lower down the river, to a waterhole found by Mr. 
Tolmer. 'The day being frightfully hot, I turned out the camels 
during the extreme heat-thermometer 130° in the shade. I 
managed to procure three . ducks, which were very acceptable, 
as our breakfast only consisted of a small piece of bread each. 
Shortly after partaking of our frugal meal a very severe gale . 
of Virind sprang up from S.S.E., carryipg clo:uds of dust before 
it, and breaking off several large limbs of the surr0unding, trees. 
Started on again at 4.50 p.m., and followed down the left bank 
of the river, passing qver r~aso_nably well-grassed sandhills. and 
flats. At 7.10 arrived at the camp; found all well. Fro)ll this 
place, during my absence, .Mr. Beresford had followed down the 
river, in order to find out its mouth intp Lake Eyre, and from 
there survey the shore of the lake southwards to .the Neales, 
but had been prevented by what he thought was a large swamp 
joining the river from the sandhills south. This was afterwards 
found to be the Salt Cre~k. This mistn.ke was one that any 
traveller might have made, as the Salt CrP.ek below the junption 
of the Macumba forms no .channel, being merely a broad salt 
marsh, penetrating in between the sandhills in all directions
ap.d, leaving 01,1t the question of· crossing, it is in many pases 
unapproat!hable. · 

Friday, 18th December, 1874. Lat. 27° 41' 23". Brackish 
waterhole, Macumba River. 

R11.rometer 29.94; thermometer 71° i . calm, clear. This 
morning, on hearing Mr. Beresford's account more fully, I was 
obliged to abandon the attempt of reaching the mouth of the 
Macumba by following it down. Thirteen miles below the 
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camp, Mr. Beresford learnt from a blackboy that the mouth of 
the river -yras a two-days' journey from there. In consequence 
of this I determine'd to return to the mouth of the N eales, and 
from there survey the shore of the lake as far as possible 
northwards. This I was prevented from carrying out at once, 
as, .when riding along yesterday evening, I caught swelling-blight 
in one of my eyes, and while walking about t.o examine the 
waterhole on which the camp was, one eye completely closed up, 
and rendered the other one unfit for taking or following a 
bearing. · 

Saturday, 19th December, 1874. Brackish waterhole, Macumba 
River. 
Barometer 30.06; thermometer 69°; calmJ clear. Leaving 

Mr. Beresford in charge of the camp, with instructions to move 
down <the river about five miles, to where he had found some 
gqod waterholes, I started, taking Mr. Tolmer with me, at 7.10. 
On bearing 213° 30' for two miles, over low sandhills, to a high 
red· point. Changed to 229°, over sandhills with samphire flats 
between. At one mile crossed the Frew Creek; contin.ued same 
bearing for five and thrE;!e-quarter miles over similar samphirc 
country, when we got into a number of small salt lagoons 
between low sandhills. At six miles more struck the main 
baggage track, Changed to south-west by south, and at 4.50 
arrived and camped a.t the. middle waterhole in Koorakarinna 
Creek. After letting our carpels go, Mr. Tolmer and I began 
to fish, and· by dark had caugnt over four dozen, which we 

· cleaned and soaked in a small pool of intensely salt water for 
half an hour, when they were thorougbly cured, and kept quite 
sweet for three days after. · 

Friday, 25th J?ecember, 1874. Camp in gully north of .Lake 
Eyre. 
Baromet~r 30.06; thermometer 68°. Started at 6.45, and 

·followed the _shore of. the lake for fiye miles, over loose sandy 
ground, nothing on it but samphire (Pachycomia or Salicornia) 
and a. f13w canebushes (Spinifex pamdoxus) to the top of a very 
high sandhill overhanging the lake. From here we 1tad ·a dismal 
and disheartening view-nothing to be seen but the white lake 
·south and high barren sandhills north, with nothing on them 
but dea~ canebush and samphire. Here the shore of the lake 
turned considerably to the ·south, and being quite sick of it for 
one journey, and thinking it might be more easily surveyed from 
some more eastern water, I determined to !et it rest for a while. 
Continued an easterly course for :five miles, over terrible sand-
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hills, with hard claypaJ;J. flats between. On one occasion we 
had to go a mile out of our course to get down one of them; but 
it is impossible to give even a vague idea of the height of those 
hills and the steepness of the eastern. side. At five miles we were 
effectually stopped by what I thought was a large marsh, but 
which 'eventually proved to be the Salt CFeek. On nearing this 
place I thought it' was a large marsh southward and. a smaller 
round one north, separated by a narrow neck of land, which we 
followed a:Iong between. the marshes. We were· very much 
disappointed on finding them connected by a narrow strip, about 
200 yards wide, and very boggy. I walked half-way across, 
and tested the softness and depth with. a stick, but did not 
judge it safe to hike the can~els over it. Around the northern 
marsh the sandhills were perfectly perpendicular; nothing short 
of a wallaby could ascena or descend them. Consequently I 
was obliged to follow round the edge and estimate the distance 
across. On rounding the marsh we continued over the same 
high, barren,· steep sandhills (course· west of north) for five 
miles, when we struck a southern branch of the l\!Iacumba; 
followed it up for two and three-quarter miles to where we found 
some native· lupins (perhaps Lotus australis, var. parviftorus), 
flourishing wonderfully, considering the dryness of everything 
else, and camped. By ·going on two miles we could ha-ye got 
to .some native wells, found. by Mr. Beresford, .but as 'Mr. 
Tolmer said they were extremely brackish, and· not opened out, 
I judged it· better to let my camels have a little greenfeed than 
to take them to wells out of which I could not obtain a sufficient 
supply. 

Saturday, 26th December, 1874. 
Macumba River. 

Camp below brackish welJs, · 
' 

Barometer 30.01; thermometer 66°. Started at 6.30, and 
followed up right bank of river. · At two miles got to native 
wells previously spoken of, found to be in the bottom of a dry 
waterhole, varying in depth !rom one to two· feet-some very 
brackish, others quite salt. Continued up right bank, and at 
about half a mile came upon a camp of natives, who had a well 
put down in sand fully eight feet deep. At eight miles reached 
another well, found by Mr. Beresford; by scratching near this 
'\Ve gave our camels sufficient water to enable them comfortably 
to reach the camp. At 15{ miles we found the camp pitched 
on the bank of the river, near sOI;ne very nice waterholes, fresh 
and brackish, which Mr. Beresford had, in my absence, appro
priately named and mapped Christmas Waters. The chain of 
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1\Taterholes in the river is about two miles long, and might water 
i few head of cattle for six months; but the country; on both· 
;ides is ahsblutely worthless, consisting of high, barren, artd 
>recipitous sandhills, which run close to the river, growing 
mthing but sam ph ire, pigsface (M esembrianthemum), anti cane
)tish, and, in my opinion, only suited for the natives to prowl 
)Ver after rain, when pigweed (Portula.ca) doubtless grows 
profusely, and at other times, when the seed of the pigface plant 
Is ripe. After resting for an hour or so, we tried our ·luck at 
what, in bush language, is called driving a waterhole .for fish. 
This is done by cutting a quantity of bushes and twisting them 
hogether, so as t'o reach across the \vaterhole; then., by. pushing 
it slowly from one end io the other, the fisli are either driven 
before it or entahgled in the bushes. . At this we failed greatly 
-whether from want of practical experieni:Je or the depth of 
the water I cannot say; but; after working hard for three hours, 
we onlv obtained three small. tookerie, or bony bream. Lat. 
27° 43r 42';. _. · 

Sunday, 27th December, 1874. Christma.s Waters, Macumba 
River. · 

l3'arometer 30.03; thermometer 6S0
; calm, clear. Halted. 

Very hot day; thermometer,· under a thick shade of bushes, 
12!?0 _at 2 p.in. ·A whirlwind passed right through the centre of 
om; camp from south to north,. carrying away everything that 
was lobse in the shape of towels, bags, etc., some of which went 
too far to be recovered. 

Monday, 28th December, 1874. Christmas Waters, Macumbv 
River. 

Barometer 29.86; thermometer 61 o; calm, sultry. Started 
·nt 7.2 down right bank of the river; at two and· three-quarter 
miles crossed the Fre>v, a dry sandy bed, bordered with acacia 
anti silver wattles. At eight miles reached the first water found 
by Mr. Beresford. Turned out and sank and timbered a well 
five feet deep; water fresh and plentiful. Watered the ·camels, 
'although we had only travelled a short distance. I thought it 
·prudeht to give them a drink at the last available water. At, 
5.12 p.m. continued right down bank oi river .for four miles to 
the brackish native wells previously mentioned, and camped oh 
the horth side of the river. Tried to use the water, but found 
it rather too brackish~ Lat. 27° 44' S". · 
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Tuesday, 29th. December, 1874. Brackish wells, Macumba 
River. 

Barometer 29.84; thermometer 68°; calm, luizy. While 
the camels were being loaded, Mr. Beresford and I walked half 
a mile to the top of a sandhill, bearing 82.15, when we found 
that white boggy channel of the river took a sharp turn north
wards; took some bearings, and Mr. Beresford walked across 
the point while I followed round with the baggage. We then 
followed down the left bank for five and a half miles to the 
junction· of Kallakoopah 1, crossed it, and follow~d t~e left bank 
for three miles north-east, 'passing several large salt waterholes to 
where our black guide had promised to' show 1JS a good well of 
water; but on arrival at the place the good well proved. to be 
thre~ small holes in the bottom of a dry waterhole, about two 
feet in depth, containing a small quantity of water on blue 
sandy clay. After unloading the camels and fixing our camp 
we began work and cleared out two large holes, one twelve feet 
by four, but the water only covered the bottom about two inches 
deep. This was of no use to us for the camels, the whole of 
which. kept coming round·us, although repeatedly driven ·away. 
After ·waiting some time to' see if more water drained in, I left 
and went to the camp, and began arranging our movements for 
the next fe,y days with Mr. Beresford. My intention had been 
to leave the baggage and four men in charge of Mr. Beresford 
(the water being sufficient for them), while two Afghans returned 
to the last well on the. Macumba with the camels for water. 
Taking the black boy, I purposed to make a push through the 
sandhills to the Salt Creek. Durin~ the time we were settling 
our movements Mr. Tolmer returned to the hole for the purpose 
of filling a waterbag; the water not being sufficiently deep to 
enable him to dip it un, he made a small hole in the clay at one 
end, but fortunately going a little too deep, he penetrated 

. through the clay to sand again, when all the water disappeared. 
This excit~d his curiosity, and he perseveringly set to work and 
put down a hole about seven feet to water again. Immediately 
on reporting this cheerful news to me, we all set to work 
enlarging the well, and got plenty of water; but after watering 
three camels the sides gave way and half-filled the well. Cleared 
it out again, and, although the work was v'ery hard (as· the 

. ouantity of sand we had to remove made the well fully 40 'to 
50 feet in circumference at the top), we had the satisfaction of 
watering five more camels by 9 p.m., working by candle-light 
and half-smothered in dust. · At sunset the wind rose from the 
southward arid increased to a. gale, carrying cl6uds of dust and 
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sand before 'it, the salt nature of which rendered our task very 
unpleasant. · . . 

Sandhills. 
Friday, 1st January, 1875. Camp on Kallakoopah Greek. 

Olear; strong wind from south. Started early, course south
east by east. At one mile struck turn of the creek Here the 
black pointed north, to where he said he had camped with 
~everal others at a waterhole. The creek bein_g too boggy to 
attempt cr.ossing·thq camels, I tied them up and walked across 
(up to my knees in mud) to the waterhole, but found it quitE} 
dry: by digging down six inches, I. got very soft, blue .clay
no water. . Returned to the camels, and being quite satisfied 
with this creek, I made all possible haste to the camp, at which 
we arrived at 6.25 p.m. To obtain even. a faint id.ea of this 
country it must be seen-the sandhills (sand mountains would 
be more appropriate) are high, barren, and steep, grow·ing . 
nothing but a little canebush, samphire, and pig's-face. The 
country up to the dry waterhole I visited is simply frightful. 
The north side of the creek seemed 'to be . high hills running 
parallel t.o it, and .close to the bank;· on the south side a high 
range followed along about one ana a 11alf .niiles off, and 
throwing off spurs at right angles into the creek,. with narrow 
boggy. channels between. To follow the creek up and dowr;t, 
I had to make considerable detours to cross the boggy channels, 
and also to get down or up the east side of the ·sandhills. The 
creek would doubtless be fresh while flooded, but I am quite 
certain, from the salt nature of the bed and the surrounding 
country, that the water left would not remain drinkable for 
half a clay. Tommy's Well is undoubtedly permanent and 
fr.esh, but the country around it is abominable; to take a view 
from any slight elevation of the bare sandhills, sand cliffs, and· 
utter want of -\;egetation, is sufficient to create thirst, without 
having to travel over it. Lat. 27° 41' 11". · 

Thursday, 7th January, 
Kal!.akoopah Greek. 

Weather.: 
1875. . Camp opposite the junction of 

Barometer 29.80; thermometer 76 6
; clear; light wind .from 

south-east. During the night I suffered very much from the 
effects of the water froin Tommy's Well; the silver wattle sticks 
which we put in it impar-ted a very disagreeable taste. to the 
water, and also rendered it a violent purgative and emetic. 
Started at 6.10, and followed southward down· the Tight bank 
of the Macumba, for eight and a. half miles, to the junction _with 



SUTTON-Amytornis goyderi. 127 

the Warburton, crossing high points of sandhills with samphire 
fiats between. This portion of the river is about two miles 
wide, fairly grassed, and producing very large saltbushes 
·(Atriplex). The junction of the two rivers, when viewed from 
the north side, presents innumerable small boggy channels. ·I 
tried to cross the first one I came to, which was only about six 
feet wide, but without success, as a stick could be thrust down 
to any depth. Followed. round a marsh for three miles and 
struck the Warburton again; continued down it north of east, 
and crossed the narrow neck connecting the river and the marsh, 
which, as previously mentioned, baulked Mr. Tolmer and 
myself. At 1.40 a strong breeze came up ·from the so_uth~eastr 
and gradually changed to south, carrying clouds ·of dust with 
it. Ten minutes after the wind came from the south I was 
obliged to turn out; the camels would .. not face it, and, in 
addition to this, I could not see. We. made a shelter with ·our 
qlankets, which served us but very little, _as the whole 
atmosphere was thick with dust;· and the sun hardly visible. 
At 5.30 the fore~ of the wind _abated .a little; we saddled up 
and continued our journey downwards for four miles, when the 
dust again berame unbearable. What colour I was I am unable to 

·say, but the blackboy was nearly white, with furrows down his 
. cheeks where the tears ran dow.n from his eyes, caused by the 
salt nature of the dust. , On searching about we fortunately 
came across a steep water-washed gully, in which we were 
partially sheltered. · After dark I endeavoured to ·set out my 
artificial horizon.· This proved no slight undertaking, and. 
although the boy held a large rug around me, I am cert~in I 
hlld to filter the qui.cksilver twenty times before I could get it 
clean-before the trough was half-full it was generally quite 
covered with sand. However, all things have an end, and at 
about 9 o'clock the wind ceased, and I was enabled to take
the necessary observa.tions. The result of three sights north 
and south of the z,enith gave the latitude as 27° 54' 6". This 
was certainly the most trying afternoon I · ever spent, and 
sincerely trust that no one else will ever be caught during a dry 
season in a south gale on the north end of Lake· Eyre. One 
thing I am quite sure of, that is, had the wind continued all 
night, we would have figured on the list of missing explorers, 
a~ our water wa;:; becoming short. l1avin1!, incredible as it may 
seem, consumed two gallons each during the afternoon, and, hacl 
economy not been necessary, would gladly have had more. 
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Lake Eyre. 

Thursday, 15th April, 1875. Second Camp on Lake Eyre. 
South of the Barcoo. 

Barometer 30.27; therm~meter 59~; calm; very cloudy. 
The camels strayed a good way during the night. Started at 
8.8, along the shore, on bearing 156°, over good grassy country 
of very peculiar formation-a low and almost milk-white 
sandrise; following the shore of the lake, thin limestone flat, 
for three-quarters of a mile, to sandhills running nearly north 
and south. At five miles·, stopped by a sharp tu,rn of the lake, 
changed to 10"6° for a quarter of a mih'l; changed to 153'0 30', 
along shore of lake, for four miles; it then turned. sharp we~t. 
Altered our course to 182", along a fine valley, between sand
hHls; at three miles we found ourselves in a corner of the ?>rm 
or marsh into which the River Clayton empties itself. Being 
now south of the 29th parallel of latitude, I was heartily glad 
to think that the whole of the east side of Lake Eyre was 
finished, as this joined on to the south and east end of .the lake, 
surveyed many years ago by the Surveyor-General, and I 
sincerely trust T may never see it again; it is useless in every 
respect, ~nd the very sight of it creates thirst in man and beast. 
To read over my account of my travels on it will convey to 
the re'ader a v'ery scanty knowledge of the hardships and 
uninteresting work we· had in. mapping .the shore. I had 
instructions to level the head of the lake. This was only found 
to be practicable on the· north end, on account of water, and to 
sink holes, and .to asc~rtain the nature of the bottom we sank 
fully 100 holes; when we did get bottom it was from six inches 
to three and four.feet on yellow clay, and blue. sandy clay, other 
1Jlaces where there :was black mud,· and I should be sorry to 
hazard an opinion as to how far it is to the bottom I could not 
lind. I was also instructed 'that if the. lake contained water 
to make a boat and sound it. This was not necessary, as all the 
water we saw was under the surface. We were out on it for 
two or three miles in .several places, and examined 1t with 
powerful glasses, and also from the top of the highest sandhills, 
and never saw a. drop of water. It is my opinion that Lake 
Eyre is.' dry (as far as concerning surface water) north of the 
29tll parallel of. south latitude. After taking a number of 
bearings of the lake, we gladly turned our backs to it for 
Tidnacoordaninna. At q.30 p.m. started on bearing 61°; at 
a quarter of a mile tried to cross a narrow point of the arm, 
found it too soft, a'nd had to turn back and follow it round 
north; after getting round to the point-to the end 9£ the bear-
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ing, one mile-we changed. course to 85°, along points of sandhills, 
with samphire flat on :right· hand, extending three-quarters of a· 
mile, to the arm; struck and camped on a narrow marsh from 
the arm,~450 yards wide; most wretched place for the camels. 
Mr. Beresford was q;l~ost blind, and .J could hardly see to take· 
an observation. Lat_.: 29° 0' 27". 

The following is the list of species of birds obtained by F. W. 
Andrews. The R.A.O.U. Checklist, 1926; has been followed in 
the order and l3cientific names. The numbers in front of each 
name indicate the specimens handed over to the S.A. Institute 
Museum, according to ·waterhouse's list; the asterisks indicate 
that the species are not mentioned in the latter list:-1 Turnix 
varia, Painted Quail; 1 Geopelia cuneata, Diamond Dove; 1 
Phaps chalcoptera, Common Bronzewing; 1 Histriophaps 
histrionica, Flock Pigeon; 1 Ocyphaps lophotes, Crested Pigeon; 
5 Charadrius ruficapillus1 Red-capped. Dotterel; 2 Peltohyas 
australis, Australian Dotterel; 1 Tringa nebularia, Greenshank; 
1 Erolia ruficol.lis, Red-necked (Little) Stint; 1· Threskiornis 
spinico'llis, Straw-necked Ibis·; 1 Notophoyx pacifica, White
necked (Pacific) Heron; 1 Dendrocygna eytoni, Plumed Tree-· 
Duck; 2 Elanus scriptU8, Letter-winged Kite; 1 Falco subniger, 
Black Falcon (rare); 1 Falco be1igora, J?rown Hawk; 1 Falco. 
cenchroides, Nankeen Kestrel; 1 Tyto alba, Barn Owl; 9 
Kakatoe roseicapilla, Galah; 1 Barnardius zonarius, •Port 
Lincoln Parrot; 4 Psephotus haematogaster, Blue Bonnet;· 1 
Neophema bourki, Bourke Parrot; 1 Neophema splendida, 
Scarlet-chested Parrot; 2 1vl elopsittacus· undulatus, Budgerygah; 
1 Geopsittacus occidentalis, Night-Parrot. rin a paper read 
by Andrews before the members of the Royl:tl Society of S.A. 
on 6th Febr:uary, 1883,.he stated:-" I shot some speci.mens at 
Cooper's Creek in 1875, when out as collecting naturalist for 
the. late J. W. Lewis in liis exploration of the country about 
La:ke Eyre. They were in tha~ distr~ct .observed to c~mceal. 
themselves during the day in th!'l thick patches of shrubby 
samphire, on the salt flats bordering on tl1e creeks and on Lake 
Eyre.1

' A specimen in the National JVIuseum, l\1elbqurnc., was 
obtained on this expedition. Andrews also obtained this 
species in the Gawler Ranges, S.A., in 1880.] 1 Halcyon 
pyrrhopygii~,S, Red-backed Kingfisher; 2 1lferops ornatus, 
Australian Bee-eater; 1 E1wo.stopodus gttttatus, Spotted Night
jar. [Th.e name apnears on poth lists as the White-throated 
Nightjar-Andrews gives the scientific name as E. guttatus, 
whilst Waterhouse writes it as E. albogularis, which is a 
synonym of E. m.ystacalis. There is in the S.A. Museum an 
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egg of the former species obtained by Dr: (Sir) E. C. Stifling 
in September, 1899, at Oowarie Station, on the Diamantina, 
about 60 mile~:! from, Lake Eyre.] 2 Scythrops novae-hollandiae, 
Channel-billed Cuckoo; 1 Cheramoeca leucosterna,. White
backed Swallow; 2 Petroica goodenovii, Red-capped Robin; 
1 M elanodryas cucullata, Hooded Robin; * Pachycephala. 
inornata, Gilbert Whistler; 3 Sphenostoma crist.aturn, Wedg~bill; 
* Lalage tricolor, White-winged Caterpillar-eater; 1 Cinclosoma 
cinnmnomeum, Cinnamon Quail-Thrush. [This was sent to 
Gould for comparison, being lighter-coloured and smaller than 
any specimens which had hitherto come under Waterhouse's 
observation. Gould stated that he could not separate it from 
the true C. cinnam.omeum.] *Pomatostomus iuficeps, 
Chestnut-crowned Babbler; 7 Epthianura tricolor, Crimson 
Chat; 2 Epthianu-m aurifrons, Qrangp Chat; 1 Srnicrornis 
·brem:rostris, Brown Weebill; 1 Acanthiza chrysorrhoa, Yellow
tailed ·Thorn bill; · 1 Pyrrholaemus brnnneus, Red throat; 1 
Chthonicola. sagittata, .Speckled Warbler. [Andrews obtained 
a specimen of this species in the Gawler Ranges on 26th Sep
tember, 1882. These are the only occasions in wh.ich it has 
been recorded in S.A.] 6 .Arnytornis goyderi, Eyrean Grass
Wren; 111\1 alnrus c.ya.notus, Blue-and-White Wren (very ran~). 
[This, is given by Andrews as 11£ .. lenconot1ts, White-backed 
Wren1 very rare, yet Waterhouse states that eleven specimens 
(the greatest numbet in the list) were handed over to the S.A. 
Institut.e Museum; possibly the number .is a misprint for 1.] 
3 111alurus assimilis, Purple-backed Wren; ''''Artamu.s leucor
hynchus, White-breasted Wood-Swallow; *Artarnus personat'l{s, 
;Masked Wood-Swallow; 4''Artamus melanops, Black-faced 
Wqod-Swallow; 3 Dicae~m~ himndinaceum, Mistletoe-Bird; 
"'Pa.rda.lotus ornatus, Red-tipped Pardalote; ~~Pardalotus 1·ubr£
oa.tus, Red-browed Pardalote; 4 M el£th1·eptus la.et£or, Golden
backed H6neyeater. [This wa,s a new disc9very named by Gould. 
It was in a Gould collection acquired by the British Museum, and 
in their Catalogue of Birds this type was stated in error to be 
apparently a very old male in full plumage .of M. gularis, and 
the name was plac~d as a synonym of the latter species. 
Reference is made to this in Campbell's, North's, and Mathews's 
'"'orks. One of the co-types of the species is . now in the 
Australian Museum· (North,-Volume II, p. 196)'.] 1 Certhionyx 
vm·iegat~ts, .Pied Honeyeater; 2 Melipha.ga cratitia, Purple
gaped Honeyeater. [Andrews gives it as Ptilotis crathia. The 
two specimens were sent by Waterhouse to Gould as •l 2 Ptilotis 
sp. I haye frequently received specimens ·of this bird froni the 
far north, and am doubtful as to the species." Gould stnted 
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.(".Annals and Magazine'of Natural History," Vol. XVI, No. 94, 
38, 1875) that " the Ptilotis will require further comparison." I 
can find no further references by the latter to the matter. The 
furthest north M. cratitia has been found in later years is 101 
miles north of Aqelaide. (See 11 S.A. Ornithologist/' Vol.VIII, 
page 173.) Dr. Morgan thinks that the specimens sent to Gould 
might probably be M. keartlandi, which· species had not then 
been recognized.] 3 M eliphaga plumula, Yellow-fronted 
Honeyeater; 1 llif eliphaga peniC'illata, White-plumed Honey
eater (doubtless M.p. leilavalensis); 3 Taeniopygia castanotis, 
Zebra-Finch; 1 Corv?Ui cecilae, Crow. . 

Other species mentioned in the Journal of Lewis are Spoon· 
bills (Platalea sp.), Black Swans ( Che:nopis a&rata) ,. and 
Freckled Duck (Stict.onetta naevosa). With regard to the last 
he writes:-" Goyder'& Lagoon (Diamantina Riyer), 10/2/1875. 
1 Tommy ' shot a large Freckled Duc)i:-the first of the kind I 
ever saw; bu,t unfortunately,. native-like, he plucked the· breast 
of it before reaching the camp, :to see if it was fat: had it not 
been for this, I would have preseryed the skin' for the collector." 


