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Bird Notes from the West C9ast. . . 
By Dr. C. Sullivan. 

The bird life arounq Murat Bay, on the shore of which, 
Ceduna stands, is abundant and varied, including, as it does,. 
shore birds and birds of the mallee and saltbush country. My 
·observations date back no further than 7th April, and thus are 
.by no means exhaustive. · However; a notable absentee iro.m 
my. list is the genus ·Malurus. So far, none of this genus has 
been seen or heard. · I prefer to hope that this is due to "patchy '' 
or faulty investigation of the local scrub. . ·· 

On the 21st May, about 40 White-fronted Chats (Epthianum 
albifrons) were seen on. a dry swamp between Ceduna and 
Denial Bay township. Scattered among them were some half- · 
dozen Dusky Wood-Swallows (Arta-n~:us cyano.ptertts). On the 
29th May the Western Shrike-Thrush (Colluricincla rufiventris) 
was identified. A somewhat retiring bird, ·like its eastern 
relative (C. harmonica), it does not allow too close an approach 
on the observer's part. The western species appears to be less 
noisy in its progresS' among the leaves or twigs that litter the 
ground about the base· of a mallee. The Mulga-Parrot 
(Psephotus varius) was observed at leisure. This species can 
be readily approached and· watched for a long time, the oird 
showing very little fear of man. On the 24th April a pair was 
observed, and both male and female had a red patch on the 
posterior part of the crown. On 29th May a pair was seen

1 
also male· and female, and apparently fully-plumaged, but these 
bore no sign of the red patch on the crown. The same day / 
were seen but not identified three small flocks of Lorikeet~ 
(Glossopsitta sp.) and a Yellow Robin (Eopsaltria sp.). 

On the 16th June, three miles inland, a White-breasted' Sea
Eagle (Haliaeetus leucogal!ter) was seen flying low over a cleared 



142 SULLIVAN-Bird Notes .f?'Om Tfl(J.<;t Coast. ----------------
paddock. I~ was being heckled by two. Crows. . Truly, ~ 
magnificent bird! On the 23rd J_une a_ species of Wh1teface was 
observed, but the bird was a trifle wary, and was not clearly 
identified, though it was thought to be Aphelocephala leucopsis. 

· On the 18th May I observed two Currawongs, which (from 
the fleeting glimpse obtained as I ·went past in the car) 1 judged 
to be Strepera graculina. Later, on looking up the matter, I 
found that the -Pied Ourrawong was not recorded from South 
Australia. Naturally the bird was marked down for further 
in"i,estigation, but was not seen again until the 16th and 18th 
of June. Unfortunately, the observer was only a passenger on 
these two Mcasions, and sq could not demand that the. car· be 
stop,ped while he went exploring. On the 24th June, howen•r, 
the bird. was observed again, ,and this time the ob:>erver . was 
alone and· on foot. It 'was very quiet, allowing an approach to 
within 12 yards alternately eyeing the obserrer and pecking 
b~rd.es off a native shrub. A ma~c was shyer, and flew off 
·among the scrub. The remaining bird wtts under observation 
for some minutes, and oniy flew when the observer incautiously 
drew too close. On the 26:th of June I observed·this bird again' 
at Denial Bay.· The call consists of three notes, and though 
I could not syllabize it, I found it differed ::ilightly from t11e calls 
of the species of Strepcrae which I have already met, viz., S. 
melanoptera, S. graculirw, and S . . versicolor. This call wil.s. 
uttered as the birds flew overhead. Later I came upon them 
feeding amoJ:].g the fallen litter in the mallee scrub. The birds 
were remarkably tame, rdlowing me within 10 feet of them' on 
onE. or two occasions. ·when they took alarm, they. merely flew 
a yard or so further on. Now, this bird has white on the wing
and on the tip of the tail (not every marked when the bird is at 
rest) and white under the base of the tail. There is no white· 
patch on the upper side of the base of the tail. The eye is 
yellowish, and the bill IS fairly large. The general colour ir.; 
very clark, in fact, one wQuld call it black. Underneath; the 
colour is lighter, between a sooty-grey and a sooty-black. The· 
forehead and face are definitely a jet black. The back and 
wings are a duller black, which .might be called a very dark 
brown. Now, is this the Brown Ourrawong (S. inlermedia)? 
[Yes.-Editors.] Also observed on the 26th June were the Grt.y 
Fantail -(Rhipidura flabellijera) and ~he White-eared Honey-· 
cater (M eliphaga leucotis). "Only one of each species was seen. 
A pair of Mulga-Parrots (Psephotu.s varitts) was seen ·at the 
same spot at which a pair was observed on the 29th of May. 
This 'pair was also very quiet, and I got ·within nine feet before 
they fluttered off, at~d even then they moved only a few I6ct. 
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turther on. They were feeding on saltbush, apparently preferring 
the delicate tops rather than the coarser leaves. Of this pair 
the male had the red crown-patch before mentioned, the female 
had none. On the 29th June I got a glimpse of a bird I too.k 
to be. the Pallid Cuckoo (Cuculus pallidus). It was seen at 
the same spot on three qther ooca;;;ions, and though I could never 
approach it closely I feel certain the identification was correct. 
This seems to be rather early for the species; however, it was 
the only specimen 1 saw until the 1·2th August, when the firsli 
call ;,vas heard and on which morning the' Eastern Curlew 

·' (Numenius cyanopus) was also first observed. 
On lOth July the Southern Scrub-Robin (D1·ymod£s 

brunneopyg~·a) was seen at Denial Ba.y. I a kissed" it within 
fiv~ yards, but it did not linger. This species is rather shy here, 
compared with the birds I saw at Turriff West, Victoria, in 
September, October, and November, 1923. On 17th July I 
found the Scrub-Robin "chattering" like a Willie-Wagtail 
while he busily searched for food among the fallen debris round 
the. base of. a mallee. When I disturbed him, he was off like 
a flash to the nearest thick bush, and once. within its depths he 
uttered the two-note " alarm " call. This .is not a harsh ooll, 
but consists of two long, low, sweet notes that I have heard him 
utter only wh~n frighteneq by the approach of an observer. 
When foraging for food, the " cha.tter " is preceded by a harsh 
rattle-like note, which one takes, at first, for an ".alarm" call, 
but this is not s'o, as the bird is still unconscious or even careless 
of the .watcher's presence. The a rattle" is followed by .a 
noisy chatter, which varies very much in length, and consists 
of a repetition of three or four short notes. ·· I have heard this 
"chatter" on three previous occasions at Turriff West, Victoria. 
The regular morning call is "Chip-ip-peee/' sometimes also a 
call which may pe crudely syllabized as "Six-ty-sev-en·." These 
morning calls are surprisingly far-reaching. One takes. the 
bird. to .be only a chain or two· away, but has to go perhaps a 
quarter of a mile to find the singer. These calls are also heard 
in the· afternoon, but less frequently. Least shy in the morning., 
the Scrub-Robin can then be easiest located, and will often ily 
up on a mallee limb and continue the morning song, as if heedless 
of his human audience. 

On the 30th July I obseryed the Scrub-Robin with the aid 
of field-glas;;;es. Previous to my approach it had been giving 
a short, cheery, two-note call, not the "alarm'' call al)d when 
I· cnme within about 12 yard~ it obligingly hopped up on a dry 
bush and gave the "Sixty-seven" call almost continuously for 
about three minutes, eyeing me inquisitively at intervals. 
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On the 10th July the Spotted Scrub-Wren (Sericornis 
maculatus) was seen. Like S. frontalis, they are shy, arid at 
the same time inquisitive and can be " kissed " to within three 
or four. yard:;. On the ~nrl'le · day the Bpiny-cheeked Honey
eater (Acanthagenys rufogularis) was seen. 

On 12th July the White-backed Magpies (Gymnorhina 
hypoleuca) were heard carolling in the moonlight at 10.30 p.m. 
1 have never heard such wonderful music before. The perfor
mance was far ahead of the morning-carol at its best. we were 
similarly favoured on the following .night at the same hour. · 

On 14th .July the Magpie-Lark (Grallina. cya.noleuca) was 
observed. It is a scarce bird here. I have not seen another 
specimen in this district. 

On 16th July I identified the Chestnut Quail-Thrush 
( Cinclosoma castano tum). I went " kissing " for the Scrub
Robin, and instead lured this species witl~in eight yards. I had 
a very ·fine vimv of the bird's breast, a full-front view, which this 
species rarely vouchsafes to the observer. 

Co1·corax rnelanorharnphus is fairly common here along the 
East-West J:'elegmph .route. On 18th July I observed three 
Chough's nests. One was comparatively new, being only about 
five or six inches high. The other two were in the same mallee 
and about three feet apart on parallel branches. A Chough was 
sitting on the largest nest. While I stood still, she returned to 
the' nest, but when I moved noisily away she '\V'Ould leave with 
much outqry, then gradual.ly '\York back till she was once more 
comfortably seated. The nests were built near a bend in the 
road, which becomes .fairly boggy in wet weather, and I cannot 
resist the thought that the site of the nests was· determined by 
the presence nearby of a good supply of mud. Possibly they 
build here earlier than in districts that have a wetter spring, 
and in which plenty of mud it: always available. I did not 
climb to the nest, so cannot aver that the bird was actually 
incubating at the time. She '\vas .seen again on the nest on the 
30th July and.on the.4th August .. After that date I had no 
further opportunity to visit the spot, 

At the Denial Bay Hospital the Red-tipped Pardalotc 
(Pardalotus ornatus) is building in a hole in the limestone wall. 
The birds are not heard till about 8.30 a.m., when the back yard 
re-echoes to the tune "Be qui9k-be quick." 

On the 14th August, at high tide, I counted, packed thick 
on a small sandbank, 68 Oyster-catchers (H aematopus ostralegus 
and I-I. unicolor-the two species equally divided), 10 White
faced Herons (Notophoyx novae-hollandiae), six Eastern 



145 

Curlews (N.urnenius cyan opus), 43 ·Red-capped Dotterel:: 
(Charadrius ru/icClJ)illus), and 11 Ducks, which I took to be 
Grey Teal (1 was not sure of these, as they were very shy). 
The Curlews had arrived two days before, but were extremely 
wary, and allowed no close approach. 


