
150 SUTTON-Some Additions to .Mtlsenm. 

Some Additions to the SA. Museum Coll.ection. 
By J. Su~ton. 

Prions.-During the quarter a few birds of this genus were 
.found dead on· the seabeaches and sent to the Museum:
Pachyptila tttrtur, Fairy Prion, ~, Goolwa, .30/5/1927; 
Pac!zyptila turtu1·, Fairy Prion, S!, Semaphore, 3/8/1927; 
Pachyptila vittata, Broad-billed Prion, ~ ,. Brighton Beach, 
7/8/1927;. Pachyptila desola.ta, Dove Prion, 5, Brighton Beach, 

. 8/8/1927. It will be noted that the three s,pecimens in August 
·represented three species of Prions. 

Particulars of P. desolaia, ?J, 8/8/1927.-This bird was picked 
up alive on 7th August, but died the next day. Iris light brown; 
beak leaden grey, basal half of culmen and tubes black; ieet 
light blue, webs grey; inside mouth light leaden grey; length 
24.5 em.; wing 16 em.; spread 57 em. (Mr. F. E. Parsonrs 
rer.orhs having received a Fairy Prion (P. turtur), ·which was 
found on Henley Beach on 6/9/1927.) · 

Tyto alba, Barn Owl, ~ .-"This bird was captured at 
Callington on 9th .June and sent to the S.A. Museum, which 

. institution handed it over to the Adelaide Zoo, but the bird diecl 
four days after .its capture. 

Cinclosoma cast-anott1m, 2 , Copeville, 17/6/1927.-Stomach 
contents: three grains of wheat and many young leaves of 
wheat, several flat yellowish seeds, three single seeds of differem 
kinds, much dirt. 

Sterna bergii, Crested Tern, 3 .-Picked u,p dead on the beach 
at Brighton on 21/8; 1927; one \·ring was broken near its sqckf.t. 

Pedionomw; torqttatus, Plain-Wanderer.-Mr. T. G. Souter,. 
who resides in the Hundred qf Kilkerran, about 11 miles west. 
of Maitland, in Yorke Peninsula, found a nest of this species in 
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' . 
a crop of oats, about three inches in height, on Sunday, 24th 
.July, about 5 p.m., when there were two eggs in the nest. At 
10 a.m. on. the next.day there were four eggs, one of which had 
been trodden on by a cow. The nest was built in the ground 
in a cup-shaped hollow about two and ·a half inches in diameter 
and one ~nch deep. This hollow was filled. up with horse manure 
·and some light dried grass, and the eggs in the nest were 
practically flush with the adjoining soil. The eggs have been 
presented to the S.A. Museum, in which there \Vere two other 
sets-one a clutch of two eggs taken at Lara, Victoria, ·on 
Ll:/10/1896, and another set of two eggs, port.ion of a clutch of 
five which were obtained by :Mr. S. Wisdom, near Yatala, S.A., 
on 20/8/1887. The balance of three eggs .were in Mr. A. J. 
Campbell's collection, as mentioned in his work "Nests and 
Eggs of Australian Birds," page. 738. 

Euryslo,rnus orientalis, the Broad-billed Roller, or Dollar
Bira.-On 24th J'une, 1927, a pair of wings of a bird were sent 
for identification to the S.A. Museum frorp. Mr. V. G. Mcintosh, 
Witchelina Station, S.A. The Head Station of Witchelina is 
14 miles west-north-west of Farina, which ~own is 408-!- miles 
from Adelaide by rail. The wings were identified as those of 
a Broad-billed Roller, or Dollar-Bird. On ~s}.dng for further 
particulars, .Mr. Mcintosh advised that the .bird. was· shot on 
20th February, 1927, at Mount Nor'-west Station (which is 
about 12 miles west of Wirra Willa railway siding (12 miles 
north of Farina). He saw another of these birds at "Paradise," 
an out-station of Witchelina, about 25 miles west of Farina. He-. 
adds:-" It was summer-time about two years ago, but I kept 
no record and cannot say for certain. Of course, 'it may have 
been the same bird, as the two places would not. be more than 
15 to 20 miles a,part." (This is the second record of the species 
in South 4.-ustr~lia. A pair was .seen at Mylor in 1918, one of· 
which ( 8 ) was taken on 24/1/1918, and is now in the <S.A. 
Museum. See "$.A. Ornithologist," 1/4/1918, page 180.) 


