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The Butcher .. Bird (Cracticus torquatus) and the Striped 
Honeyeater ( Plectorhyncha lanceolata1 nesting in 

company. 
By A. M. Morgan. 

On 18th September, 1927, at Wood's Point, River Murray, 
Mr. H. W. Morphett, Mr. J. Sutton, and mys1elf were searching 
for the nest of a pair of Striped Honeyeaters which we had 
located, but without success. Mr. Morphctt then suggested 
looking at a Butcher-Bird's nest which he had found a few days 
before. While he was getting ready to climb the tree he 
suddenly noticed the Honeyeater's nest in the same mallee as 
the Butcher-Bird's, about 10 feet from it, and only about eight 
feet from the ground. The Butcher-Bird's nest contained two 
incubating .eggs, and the Honeyeater's was not quite finished. 
The day before, while driving through the scrub, we had heard 
a Striped Honeyeater, and soon found its nest in the drooping 

. branch of a large mallee. It contained three incubating eggs. 
A pair of Buteher-Birds was in the vicinity, and the male was 
noticed to feed what we took to be either the female or a fully
grown young bird. \Ve searched the neighbourhood for the 
nest, buli failed to find it. On the 18th we were again near the 
same tree, and had another search for the Butcher-Bird's nest, 
when it occurred to me that it might be in the Honeyeater's 
tree, and, sure enough, on approaching the tree the male 
Butcher-Bird flew off the nest, which was about 15 feet from 
the Honeyeater's nest and about six feet higher. The nest 
contained three eggs slightly less incubated than the Honey
eater's. It had never occurred to us to look over the tree on 
the first occasion, knowing the Butcher-Bird's evil reputation as 
a nest-robber. In the first instance the Honeyeaters must have 
deliberately chosen the Butcher-Bird's tree, as the nest was 
unfinished, and the Butcher-Bird's eggs were well incubated. In 
the second instance the Honeyeater probably built first, as .her 
eggs were somewhat more incubated than the Butcher-Bird's. 
One would naturally suspect that the Butcher-Bird had chosen 

. the Honcyeater's tree with a view to future provender, but this 
could certainly not have been the case in the first instance. It 
seems probable that in some way these birds find mutual 
advantage in nesting together, as in the case of the Magpie
Lark and the 'Wagtail (an instance of which came under our 
notice on the morning of the 18th), though the reason. is difficult 
to fathom. The Striped Honeyeatcr does not appear to be at 


