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·Bird Notes. 

By Mr. L. Reese. 
Under date of 15th October, 1927., Mr. Reese writes from 

Minnie Downs:-On the 2nd insitant I saw the first pair this 
season of the Bee-eaters (M erops ornatns). On the .following 
day I noted 40, but none of them had the two long tail .feathers. 
On 28th September I heard the call of the Pallid Cuckoo 
( Cu.C'Ulns pallidns). Quite a number of Willie-Wagtails 
(Rhipidu.ra leucophrys) .have remained behind this year. On 
the 24th September 15 points of rain .fell. It was cloudy on 
the 23rd, and on that morning I saw 12 Australian Dotterels 
(Peltohyas anstralis). The .nearest water was 25 miles away, 
and those birds anticipated it would rain, but made a 
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mistake. Every time we have cloudy weather I hear quite a 
number of different kinds of waterfowl calling in the night as 
they pass overhead looking for rainwater. It takesi about three 
inches of rain to fill this water hole (Appamunna). When it is 
full it lasts over eighteen months. At present only a few Grey 
Teal (Q. gibberijmns), Pink-eared Duck (M. membranacem), 
with an odd Red-necked Avocet (Recurvimstra novae
hollqndiae), and White-headed Stilt (Himantopm leucocephalu8) 
ar.e on it, but when it get~ filled by the flood every kind of water
bird in the district comes1 to the waterhole, and quite a number 
of them nest there. Before the 15 points of rain on the 24th 
ultimo there were no Crested Pigeons (Ocyphaps lophotes) or 
Budgerygahs (Melopsittacus undulatu8) at the well at Miranda, 
but after the rain fell I counted about 100 Crested Pigeons and 
40 Budgerygahs. There are hundreds of Galahs (Kakatoe 
roseicapilla) and Bare-eyed Cockatoos (K. sanguinea) at this 
well, and they are quite a curse. Birds at the wells besides 
those species just mentioned are 10 Native Companions 
(1\!Iegalornis 1'Ubicundm), 14 Cockatoo7Parrots (Leptolophus 
hollandicus), 12 Black-backed Magpies ( Gymnorhina tibicern) 1 
6 Magpie-Larks (Grallina cyanoleuca), 4 Red,.tipped Pardalotes 

' (Pardalotus omatus) 1 6 Emus (Dromaius novae-hollandiae), 8 
Gibber-Birds (Ashbyia lovensis) 1 8 White-backed Swallows 
(Cheramoeca leuGost.erna) 1 20 Fork-tailed Kites (Milvus 
migrans), 6 Little Falcons (Falco longipennis), 2 Nankeen 
Kestrels (Falco cenchroides) 1 hundreds of Crows (Corvm 
cecilae and Corvus bennetti) , and 6 Yellow-throated Mjners 
(Myzantha flavigula). · 


