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By J. Sutton, Netherby. 

-October, November, December.-
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PalJid Cuckoo (Ouculus pallidus) noted on October 3, 4, 6, 
7, s, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 28, 30, 31, 
November 1 to 11. 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo (Oacomantis flabelliformis) 
1 

October 11, 
12, 20, 21, 22. .. 

Horsfield Bronze-Cuckoo ( Ohalcites basalis), October 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 8,' 11, 12, 13, 14, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 
28, 30, 31, November 1, 4, 5, 6. · . 

Jacky• Winter (Mie1·oeca fascinans), October 3, 4, 

Peaceful Dove ( Geopelt'a placida) heard on October 12. 
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Noisy Miner (Myza.ntlta melanocephala), October 6. Two 
young were being fed by a parent bird with food (softened bread) 
from our bird.:table. On November 20 one parent bird with 
three young and another with two young were obtaining food 
'from the bird-table. Ori December 9 I heard a young Noisy 
Miner calling for .food- in the trees in Urrbrae. 

WHite-hacked Magpie ( Gymnorhina hypolenca) .-A' young 
bird waEI heard calling t9r food op. October 7. 
- ' .:.) ~ :_, d.J.n .. 

Little Wattle-Bird (Anthochaera ch1·ysoptera) was heard on 
October 5, 9, 12, 14, 15; 28, 29, 30, November 5, 6, 7, 8, 13, 14. 

, Superb Blue-Wren (J11 alunts cyanens) .-A pair· have appeared 
-November 14, 16,17, 18, 22, December 2, 3. 

Willie-Wagtail (Rhipidura leucophrys) .-Since 22nd Novem
ber, three parent birds have been seen feeding one young bird 
each. Up to date that seems to be the results ·of nesting of six 
pairs. I have noticed that, with 1:egard to feeding young, the 
parents appear to div:ide up the brood. This species;· which 
has been calling throughout the night since August last, ceaS!Eld 
early in December. On 12th October, at 4.15 a.m. (full moon 
on 11th), .a Pallid 'Cuckoo, Fan-tailed Cuckoo, Willie-Wagtail, 
and White-backed Magpies were calling. . On 15th October, 
at 4.45 a.m. (moonlight, and dawn just showing), a Pallid 
Cuckoo, Willie-Wagtail, .and White-backed Magpies were calling. 
On 7th and 8th November two Welcome-Swallows were seen 
collecting mud .in the back garden. On 28th November a 
parent 1

' Greenie " (M eliphaga (Penicillata) was seen feeding a 
young bird. On 5th December a Spinebill (Acanthorhynchus 
tenuirostris) was heard. On lOth October I was awakened at 
12.35 a.m. by hearing two Swans1 (Chenopis atrata). The calls 
were very clear, and continued for some minutes. The noise 
appeared to waken the Magpies, who called for some time. At 
.12.50 a.m. a Silver Gull (Laryts novae-hdllandia.e) called a few 
times. It was moonlight at the time (full on 11th). On 28th 
November, when near the Engineering Building at the University 
in the Gity·, I saw, about 1 p.m. a Nankeen Kestrel swoop three 
times at some object on the ground. I could not see what it was 
until I got to the spot, where I found a mousie which was 
decapitated, and upon , which the Kestrel had evidently been 
feeding, but on my approach the bird alighted on the roof of 
the building, I waited for some time in hiding to watch events,
but persons ,passing along seemed to frighten the bird. At 2.30 
p.m., when I passed the spot again, the mouse's body had 
disappeared. 
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NESTING. 
On 3rd September, with Drs. Kellaway and Morgan and Mr. 

J. Neil McGilp, at Sellick's Beach. 
Hooded Robin (M elanodryas cucullata) .-One nest was built 

on a horizontal limb of a banksia (three feet up), two eggs; 
another nest was eight feet up on a horizontal limb, one egg; a 
third nest was three and a half feet up in a banksia, two eggs (the 
female was on the nest with her beak tilted slightly upwards). 
The four of us were standing within ten "feet 9£ her,· but she 

· made no move until Dr. Kellaway was three feet from her. 
Yellow-winged Honeyeater (lvieliornis novae-hollandiae).-A 

nesif; three and a half feet up in a banksia, two eggs, nest deserted. 
Two lots of two young birds each were seen out of the nests. 

Singing Honeyeater (M eliphaga. virescens) .-Two nests were 
found ·ready for eggs, and built in. creepers on gumtrees. 

White-fronted-Chat (E{Pthianura albifrons) .-Nest built on a 
dead frond in a bracken fern. Three young fully feathered and 
with yellow gape. Parent bird seen feeding them. Near to 
these two other young were seen being fed by a parent bird. 
On 4th September, •vith Drs. Kellmvay and Morgan, at Meadows. 

Ground-Thrush (Oreocincla 'lttnulata) .-Nest built on an old 
nest of the White-browed Babbler (Ponwtostomus superciliosus) 
ten feet up in a banks1ia, and ready for eggs. Another nest was 
eight feet up in a banksia; one egg. There was no moss on the 
outside of the nest, but the:re was some on the rim. 
· Grey Sh1;ike-Thrush (Collttricincla hm·monica) .-Nest built 
on- top of an old nest of a Blackbird (Turd us merula), and three 
feet up in a banksia; one fresh· egg. 

White-winged Chough (Corcora:-c melmnorhamphus).-Nest 
on a horizontal branch of a big gumtree, about 35 feet from '\,~~"' 
ground. A bird flushed off the nest. Not climbed to. 

Scarlet Robin (Petroica multicolor) .-Nest ten feet up in the 
fork of a banksia. The female was on the nest, .and remained 
on as we passed underneath. Not climbed. to. Another nest 
was four feet from the ground in a banksia; two young just 
hatched and an egg. The female flushed off the nest. 

Pardalote.-A bird was noticed two or three times to go into 
a burrow in the earth amongst the roots of a big gum growing 
over the running water in the creek. Most probably it was the 
Spotted Pardalote (Pardalottts punctatus). 

Dusky Wood-Swallow (A1·tamus cyanopterus) .-Nest in a 
hole in the bark of a big gumtree, ready for eggs. It was ~n 
the ·same s,pot as a nest of the same species found last year. 
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Su,perb ·Blue-Wren (M alurus cyaneus) .-N es1t in a grasstree 
(Xanthorrhoea) three feet from. the ground, and in a very 
conspicuous position, ready for eggs. 

On 5th September, with Dr. Kellaway and Mr. J. Neil McGilp, 
at the Grange. 

White-browed Scrub-Wren (Sericornis inaculatus) .-Four 
nests found; one in. a samphire growing up around a. tea tree and 
three and a half feet from the ground, one egg of the Sericornis 
and one of the Horsfield Bronze-Cuckoo (Chalcites basalis); 
another,. two and a half feet up in a samphire, ready for eggs; a 
third nest being built three feet up in a samphire. The fourth 
Mst was two and a half feet up in a samphire; two eggs. 

Superb Blue-\Vren.-Two nests in samphire, OI).e three feet up, 
one egg; and the other was being· built. 

White-fronted Chat.-Nest three inches from the ground in 
a low samphire; a young one just hatched and two eggs . 

. Black Duck (Anas superciliosa) .-Nest on ground underneath 
a samphire six feet high, .roughly ·constructed of samphire and . 
teatree twigs and herbage, inner lining of the bird's own down, 
nest nearly four inches deep and six inches1 in diameter at the 
top; ten eggs. Bird flushed from the nest. 

' . 
On lOth September, at Kinchina. 

Crow (Corvus cecilae) .-On going to the 'nest used by the 
Nankeen Kestrel last year, I found a Crow in possession. The 
bird flushed from the tree as I approached, and retilrned to the 
nes:t very quickly. On the northern under sid.e of the Grow's 
nest. there was a nest of the Yellow-tailed Thornhill (Acanthiz~ 
chrys01·rhoa) attached, and I saw the two parent birds carry food 
to it. (See below.) 

Pipit (Anthus australis) .-Nest in a hole in the ground in 
wheat stubbl~: two eggs. 

Yellow-tailed Thornbill.-A nest found on 6th August in a 
low bush by the roadside now contained three eggs. 

On 15th September, with Messrs. J. Neil McGilp and F. E. 
Parsons, at St. Kilda . 

. .Dark Thornhill (Acan~hiza hedleyi) .-Five nests were found 
in low samphire at the following distances from the ground :
One foot, two inches, one foot, one foot, and a foot and a half. 
One nest contained four young, which squeaked strongly when the 
nest wa,s touched; the· feathers on their heads were well developed 
and they all had yellow gapes. The second nest was not 
complete. The fourth contained three young. The fifth 
0ontained a young Horsfield Bronze-Cuckoo (Chalcites basalis). 
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There were nq traces of eggs or other young beneath the nest. 
The third nest was in a samphire, one foot from the ground and 
seven inches from the top. It was constl,'ucted of bleached 
seaweed, well decorated externally with spiders' cocoons and 
snugly lined with feathers (Sericorrnis, JV!alurus, Corvus, and 
Stttrn'Us being identified). The entrance-hole was one inch in 
diameter with a slight hood. The height of the nest was four 
and a quarter inches and the width externally three and a half 
inches; four eggs. A bird. was watched and went. to the bush . 

. White-fronted Chat·.-Three nests in the s1amphire, two of 
them six inches and one twelve inches from the ground, and the 
oontents were four eggs, three eggs, and three eggs respectively. 

White-backed Magpfte 1(Gymnorhina hypoleur:a).-A nest 
was in a low bush, six feet up, and alongside the track. Two 
fully-fledged young. Another nest of this species was seen 
further along the track. It was built on top of a telephone 
pole about 16 feet high, the bottom of the nest was resting on 
the top wire. A bird flushed off as we approached. 

Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) .-At the first wire fence we came 
to after leaving the main track, Mr. McGilp asked Mr. Parsons 
who was opening the gate to look in the fourth post. As the 
latter got closJe to the post a Starling flew out and six eggs were 
there. At the second gate Mr. Parsons was asked to look in 
the ninth post. A Starling flew out of that, and six eggs were 
there. Five years ago Mr. McGilp examined the same posts 
whilst on a visit and found six eggs in the first and four eggs. in 
the second! 

NoTJD.-The call of the Dark Thornhill is very similar to 
that of the Eastern Whiteface (Aphelocephala leucopst's), but is 
not quite so strong. 

From 17th to 19th September, with Dr. Morgan and Mr. H. W. 
. Morphett, at Wood's Point. 

Scrub-Robin (Drymodes brunneopygia) .-On 17th, on our 
way down, we stopped at Kinchina for an hour and found a nest 
of this species containing a half-fledged young one on the east 
side of a dead bush. A bird flushed from the nest. 

Yellow-tailed Thornhill (Acanthz'za chrysorrhoa) .-Two nests. 
One ten feet up in a sheaoak; two eggs, one of which was broken. 
This nest appeared to have been deserted. The second nest was 
six feet up in a mallee, being built. 

Tawny-crowned Honeyeater (Gliciphila melanops).-Nest six 
~nches f:om the gro~nd in a dead porcupine-grass bush; two eggs, 
mcubabon ·1. 
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Red Wattle-Bird (Anthochaera carunculata) .-Four nests : 
one 12 feet up in a mallee, ready for eggs.; the second nine feet 
up in a native ,pine, ready for eggs; the third nine feet up in .a 
mallee, two young; the fourth six and a half feet up in a 
mallee, two eggs. 

Common Bronzewing (Phaps chalcoptera) .-Five nests; one 
six feet up in .a creeper on a brooiD; bush, tw'o eggs; the second, 
five feet up on the top of a cut-off mallee where the new shoots 
sprung out, two eggs; the third, ten feet up in a myoporum and 
built on the top of an old nest of a White-browed Babbler, two 
eggs, fresh; the fourth six feet up in .a teatree, two eggs; the 
fifth seven and a half feet up in a creeper on a ma.llee, one egg 
in the cree,per just outside the edge of the .nest. 

Brown W eebill (Smicrornis brevirosbis) .-Two nests : one 
12 feet up in a mallee, being built; the other nine feet up in a 
mallee, just begun. 

Brown-headed Honeyeater '(llf elithreptus brevirostris) .-A 
nest being built 14 feet. up in' a mallee. 

Striped Honeyeater (Plectorhyncha lanceolata).-Two nests: 
one eight feet from the ground in an overhanging branch of a 
mallee, not quite finished; the other 12 feet from the ground in 
an overhanging branch of a mallee, built of very fine grass mixed 
with sheep's wool, spiders' cocoons and silk, and lined with fine 
grasses and cobwebs, suspended by the .rim by three main points, 
bag-shaped, but narrower at the top than the bottom, entrance 
oval, diameter of cavity 7 x 6 em., depth at lowest part 6.5 em., 
three eggs, incubation ·4. 

Black-shouldered Kite (Elm~us axillaris) .-Nest 40 feet from 
tbe ground in a big redgum on the left bank of the River Murray 
in the reclaimed area. Mr. Morphett saw a parent bird with. 
two young in brown plumage there a few day's before. Not 
one was about at the time of our visit. The nest was a fairly 
large stick one. 
. Willie-Wagtail (Rhipidura leucophrys).-Nest 25 feet from 

the ground in the centre of the big redgum, just mentioned. A 
bird flew off the nest, came back, and flew off again whilst we 
were viewing the Kite's nest. . 

Magpie-Lark (Grallina cyanoleuca).-Nest 30 feet from the 
ground in the same big redgum. A bird flew off the nest, and 
came back to the tree twice whilst we were there. 

Black-winged Curr.a-\vong (Strepera melanoptera) :-Nest 18 
feet up at the top of a very' thin mallee. Not climbed to. A 
bite! flushed· off the nest~ · . 

White-broweq Babbler.-Nest 15 feet up in a mallee, com
pleted. 
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Grey Butcher-Bird (Cracticus torquat'US) .-Four nests: one 
14 feet up in a mallee, two eggs; the second 10 feet up in a 
native ,pine, one egg; the third 12 feet up in a mallee, three eggs, 
incubation · 3; the fourth 14 feet up in a mallee, three eggs, 
incubation ·4. 

Yellow'-tailed Pardalote (Pm·dalotus xanthopyg'US) .-Nest in 
a hole in a level sandy spot, under sticks of a dead limb of a 
mallee, beneath a clump of live mallee. Length of burrow 50 
c~., depth from surface to top of nest, when uncovered, 14 C!l1. 
The nest was built of dried gras.s and very fine bark, lined with· 
finer particles of same. Circumference of nest 29.5 em., depth 
8 em. Four eggs, fresh. A bird flushed from the direction of 
the entrance. Another burrow was found. The entrance was 
on a slight slope at the end of a dead branch of a mallee, under 
a live mallee tree. No sticks were actually over the hole. A 
bird flew up from the ground. Not opened up. 

W,hite-backed Magpie (Gymnorhina hypoleuca).-On our 
return journey and passing Monarto South a Magpie flew up 
from the ground and went on to a nest, 25 feet u,p in a mallee, 
at the roadsdde. 
On 1st October, with Dr. Morgan at the Creek near Hope Valley 

Reservoir. 
Spotless Crake CPorzana plumbea) .-Five nests in bulrushes, 

two, two ap.d a half, and three feet above the water; three nests· 
completed, one with a broken egg just outside the nest, and one 
with two eggs. · · 

'Little Grassbird (Megalurus gramineus).-Nest in the 
bulrushes four and a half feet above the water; three eggs. 
• Reed-Warbler (Acrocephalus australis).-Nest in the 
bulrushes three feet from the water, not quite completed. 

On 2nd October, at Onetree Hill, with Dr. Morgan a_nd Messrs: 
J. Neil and L. K McGilp and F. E. Parsons. 

Willie-WagtaiL-Nest seven and a half ·feet up in a loquat-
tree in. Mr. L. K. McGilp's garden; two eggs. , 

White-backed Magpie.-Nest 50 feet up in a big gum. A 
bird. was ·seen to take food there in its bill. 

Red-backed Parrot (Psephotus ha.ematonotus) .-These birds 
were nesting in thlil thatched roofsi of two sheds. One shed was· 
just beside the "Yattalunga '' woolshed (Mr. F. E. Barritt's). 
The other shed was about a quarter of a mile away from the 
woolshed in an open paddock. In the first shed the holes were 
in the sides and the und.er ,P.art of the thatch. The nests had 
been raided previously. The holes were bitten out by the 
birds (they reminded one of rat-holes) and went into the thatch 
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from one to two and a half feet. In the first shed nests with 
one and three eggs respectively were found. In the second 
shed there were over 50 holes in the thatch, one had three eggs, 
and another six eggs, incubation · 3; in the latter the. female was 
sitting, and allowed herself to be inspected, although. she bit all 
the time. Some of the .holes had been taken possession of by' 
Sparrows. 

Welcome-Swallow (H irundo neoxena) .-In the woolshed 
attached to the roof of the ground floor. and 15 feet from the 
floor were five nests of this species; two were old, one of this 
year completed, one not completed, and one with four eggs in it, 
heavily incubated. 

Noisy Miner (Myzantlza melanocephala) .-Three nests. 
One in an overhanging branch of a big gum and 15 feet from 
the ground. We got hold of a branchlet to draw the nest down, 
but the branchlet broke and on the rebound an egg was ejected 
from the nest, incubation ·4. A bird flusihed from the nest. 

· The second nest was seven feet up in a native pine, being built. 
The third nest was six feet up in a kangaroo thorn bush, con
structed outwardly of twigs, then a lining of finer· dried twigs 
and an inner lining of sheep's wool, diameter, of cavity 10 x 8 
em., depth 5.5 em.; three eggs, incubation ·5. · · 

Su,perb Blue-Wren (Malurus cyaneus).-Nestt three and a 
half feet up in a hakea, made of dried grasses, a well-defined 
hoqd, lined chiefly 'with feathers, but some sheep's wool and some 
tops of thistle-heads were also used; two eggs of the Wren and 
one of the Horsfield Bronze Cuckoo (C. basalis), iricubation ·2. 

Mistletoe-Bird (Dicaeum hirundinaceum) .-Nest six and a 
half feet up in a gum sapling-a bag of felt-like material, made 
of spiders' webs .and borer-grub sawdust-~uspended from a 
branchlet, outside length 8.75 em., width at bottom of opening 
6 em .. ; three eggs, fresh. · 

Yellow-tailed Thornbill.-Nest 11 feet up in a mistletoe in a 
sheoak. A parent was noticed .feeding young in it. 

On 8th October, with Dr. Morgan, at Blackwood. 
White-naped Honeyeater (Melithreptus lunatus).-Nest 18 

feet up in the branchlets of a gum. We watched one bird 
bringing material and building the nest. 

Superb Blue-Wren,-Nest in a hakea and 18 inches from the 
ground, .ready for eggs. 

Jacky Winter (Microeca jascinans).-Nest four feet from 
the ground on a horizontal branch of a burnt hakea, made of 
dried grasses bound together with cobwebs (a few squarish pieces 
of bark fixed on the edge and on one side of the nes.t) and lined 
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with a few pie~es of rabbits' fur, height over all 3 em., outside 
d.iameter 5.5 em., diameter of cavity, 4.5 em., depth, 2 em.; two 
eggs. 

Fairy :Martin (Hylochelidon a1-iel) .-Three newly made mud 
nests were fixed to the underneath part of the stone bridge over 
the Sturt River. 

On 9th _October, with Dr. Morgan, near Willianis,town. 

Striated Thornhill (Acanthiza lineata) .-A bird was watched 
building a nes,t 14 feet up in a gum sapling. The nest appeared 
to be two-thirds built. 

Tree Martin (Hylochelidon nigricans) .-A bird was seen to 
fly into a small hollow in a horizontal limb of a big redgum and 
15 feet from the ground. 

On 12th October, with Dr. Morgan, at Sellick's Beach. 

White-browed Babbler.-Nest seven and a half feet up in a 
banksia, three young. 

Red-backed Parrot.-Whilst we were having 'lunch a fell).ale 
bird flew to the chimney of an old house, and after a minute's 
hesitation went down the chimney and remained down it about 
15 minutes. It. then flew past us and alighted some distance 
away on a wire fence. 

Jacky Winter.-Nest seven feet up on a horizontal branch of 
a live gumtree; two eggs. 

'Dusky Wood-Swallow.-Two nests. One four feet up in the 
fork of ~ gumtree, up which clematis was -a climber; three eggs. 
The other nest was 32 inches from the ground and built between 
a piece of bark and the stem of the tree-the nest jutting out 
about three inches from the stem; three eggs. A bird flushed 
off the nest. 

Grey Shrike-Thrush (Colluricincla haNnonica) .-Nest five 
feet up in the fork of a gum tree; three eggs. A bird flushed 
off the nest . 
. Hooded Robin (MelwnodTyas cucullata) .-Nest three and a 
half feet up in a banksia not completed, i.e. not lined. The 
outside. perpendicular strips of bark were attached. 

On 20th November, w~th Dr. Morgan, at Meadows Creek. 
Welcome-Swallow.-Nest under the bridge across the creek; 

four eggs. 
Tree Martin.-A bird was noticed flying in and out of a hollow 

in a big redgum about 24 feet from the ground. 
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On 4th December, with Dr. Morgan, at Meadows Creek. 
Tree Martin.-A bird was noticed flying in and out of a 

hollow in a big gum about 45 feet from the ground. Six young 
birds were perched on the wires of a fence near the bridge. 
They were being fed there for some time by parent birds. 

Dusky Wood-Swallow.-A young bird of the season was 
clamouring for food, and was being fed by· a parent bird. 

Grey-backed Silver-eye (Zosterops halmaturina) .-A young 
bird of the season was being fed by a parent bird. · 

Striated Thornbill.-A bird was watched for some time feeding 
a young Bronze Cuckoo. There was no rufous showing in the 
tail of the young Cuckoo, so it is assumed to be a Golden Bronze 
Cuckoo (Lamprococcyx plagosus). The young bird was much 
quieter and not so importunate <tS a young Hors,field Bronze 
Cuckoo (C. basalis). (A Golden Bronze Cuckoo was heard 
calling near the spot on 19th November.) 

On lOth December, at Kinchina (three months since my previous 
visit). 

Nankeen KestreL-When I approached at noon the nest used 
by a Crow on lOth September, a Kestrel stood up, tb.en flew down 
from it. At 4 p.m., when I passed the spot again, the Kestrel 
acted the same. The Yellow-tailed Thornhill's nest which 
contained young on lOth September, at this later date had almost 
disappeared. When the Kestrel was in occupation of this nest 
in 1926 there were two nests of Diamond Firetails (Zonaegt"nthus 
guftatus) in the same ttee; at this later date there were none. 

Red-capped Robin (Petr01:ca goodenovii) .-A male and a 
female were seen feeding two young birds, one of which on two 
occasions chased and captured a white moth. 

Singing Honey eater (M eliphaga virescens) .-A parent. bird 
was seen with a young bird, which was calling for .food. 

Dusky Wood-Swallow.-A ,parent bird was seen feeding one 
young one. 

White-backed Magpie ( Gymnorh1'na hypoleuca) .-A young 
bird was seen and heard calling for food with two older birds. 

Fairy Martin (Hylochelidon ariel) .-Since 1923, when I first 
went to Kinchina, I have noticed this, species nesting in a 
drain and in a tunnel under the railway-line-the tunnel I 
distinguish from the drain because by ducking tny head I can get 
through it. On 9th September, although the birds were about, 
'there were no si~ns of any repairs to the old mud nests. On 
lOth December I found that the birds had evidently left the old 
site, which had been used to my knowledge for three y•ears, and 
had started a new site three feet away from the old one. There 
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were signs of 12 foundations at the new position, but as far as 
the erections showed the nests had not been completed, although 
on p;evious occasions I had found the old nests destroyed and on 
the floor of the tunnel on this occasion there were evidences of 
a good. Sttream of water having flowed through whicn might have 
swept away any feathers had the nests been interfered with. 


