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Birds of Onetree Hill District. 
By Lachlan K. McGilp. 

The following birds were observed in this district over a 
period of eleven months-from June, 1927, to May, 1928. 
During that time ,69 species were ob;served, including four 
imported birds. The season was not good, and therefore, with 
abundance of food, I should imagine that the list may be 

·greatly increased:-

1. Stubble-Quail ( Co.turnix pectorali~) .-I understand this 
bird is plentiful.in good seasons, but have only seen one bird. 
During ·harvesting I heard of young birds being seen, and saw 
mt egg whi.ch· wa.s picked up. behind t_he binder. · 

2. Common Bronzewing (Phaps chalcoptera) .-Occasionally 
seen in patches of scmb, but are very shy, and are never noticed 
until they :fly. Two were seen in scrub in May. 
. 3. Cormorant (? sp.) .-A: single bird noted :flying along a 

creek, but too far o_ff to aistinguish the species. It was either 
the White-brea.sted or Pied variety. 

4. Banded Plover (Zonifer tricolor) .-Four birds were 
· observed in a paddock in April. Prior to that I had heard the 

call of the species o.n several occasions. Three birds were seen 
in May. 

5. White-fac.ed Heron (Notophoyx novae-hollandiae) .
There are usually one or two of these birds at ~ swamp close -to 
here. At one time there were four of these bird.s at the swamp, 
but they did not stay together very l9ng. 

6. Black Duck (Anas superciliosa) .-I have only seen a 
single specimen here on a small creek, but heard of a brood of 
nine Y?ung on another creek about two miles away from here. 

'7. Swamp Harrier (Circus approxirnans) .-Two birds noted, 
:flying low over grass paddocks. · 
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8. Australian Gm:hawk (Astur fasciatus) .-Only one speci
men of this bird seen, 'which I secured and forwarded to the S.A. 
Museum for identiftcation. \Vhen shot it had a Sparrow in its 
claws. 

9. Wedge-tailed Eagle (Uroaettts audax).-A pair of these 
birds noted circling high in the air once or twice. I heard that 
they nested for many years out towards Humbug Scrub, but 
cannot say if they still do so. A pair was seen-in May-. 

10. Whistling Eagle (Haliastur sphenurus) .-Observed this 
species on two occasions. On the first occasion the bird w::s a 
very long distance away, an_d I was not sure of the species, but 
on the second occa,siop., 25/4/28, it flew right over me and fa'irly 
Jow, so it was quite easily identified. 

11. ·Brown Hawk (Falco berigora.) .-I have observed this 
bird on two occasions only. One bird was seen in May. 

12. Nankeen Kestrel (Falco cenchroides) .-The only com
mon bird of prey in this district. At }Jresent every haystack 
has one or two in attendance seeking for mic.e. Se\reral ne,sts 
were noted in the past season. · 

13. Boo book Owl (Ninox boobook) .-Often heard away in 
the scrub at night. A pair Jived here in the gumtrees at the ' 
house, but one either died or was killed, and the other departed. 

14. Musk Lorikeet ( Glossopsitta concinna) .-When I came 
here only odd birds were noticed. A'S soon as the fruit 
commenced to ripen they arrived in the gardens in hundreds, 
and ate everything they could find in the shape of fruit. . At 
present they are quite plentiful in the flowering gums. · 

15. Purple - crowned Lorikeet ( Glossopsitta porphyro
cephala) .-These birds arrived in large flocks as soon as the 
gums came out in flower, and are still very common.· 

16. White Cockatoo (Kakatoe galerita) .-Two· birds 
observed flying over a paddock. 

17.. GaJah (Kakatoe roseic'apilla) .-At times large flocks of 
these birds are seen, but they do not a:r>pear to remain long in 
the same vicinity. Four birds were seen in May. 

18. Adelaide .Rosella (PlatycerctlS adelaidae) .-One of the 
commonest birds. in this district. They eat some fruit, but not 
in such wholesale fashion as the Musk Lorikeets. Several nests 
were seen in the usual gum hollow,s. . 

19. Red-backed Parrot (PsephD'tus haematonotm) .-Also 
very common here, and nested freely. Many nests were noted, 
some in gum hollows, and a great number nested in holes in the 
thatch of brush-sheds. 
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20. Laughing Kookaburra (Dacelo gigas). - Noticed 
wherever any small belts of gums are seen. One nest noted in 
a high gum. 

21.· Tawny Frogmouth (Podargus strigoides) .-A pair of 
these birds were seen in a gum close to Mr. Harvey's house; 
they are the first I have seen here. 

22. Black-eared Cuckoo (Owenavis osculans) .-A single 
bird, female, secured 8/5/28; this is the only bird observed. 

23. Horsfield Bronze-Cuckoo (Chalcites ba.salis) .-Cm;nmon 
during nesting tseason. The favourite foster-parcnt:s appear to 
lfe the Superb Blue-Wren (M. cyaneus). 

24. 'Welcome-Swallow (Hirundo neoxena) .-Common about 
houses everywhere. Three pairs built here, under the veranda 
and in barn. 

25. Tree -.Martin (H ylochelidon nigricans).--'- Four birds 
noted 24/4/28. 

26. Grey Fantail (R.hipidura fiabellifera) .-I did not note 
this bi1;d until about the first week in April, but since then I 
have seen se.veral. · 

27. Willie -Wagtail (Rhipidura leucophrys). -Common 
everywhere. One pair nested in a loquat-tree in the garden. 

28. Restless Flycatcher (Seisttra inquieta) .-Almost a'3 
common as Willie-Wagtails. 

29. Jacky Winter (kiicroeca fascinans) ,.:_A pair of· these 
bird.s noticed late in March, and in :rviay many more- were Eeen. 

30. Scarlet Robin (Petroica rnulticolor) .-Often noticed, 
though it is not a eom:mon bird in this locality. 

31. Flame Robin (Pet?·oica · phO'enicea) .-Many of these 
birds were about at the beginning of May, but all appear to have 
departed now. · -

32. Golde~ Whistler (Pachycephala pectoralis); and 

33. Rufous Whistler (Pachycephala rufiventris) .-Many of 
these birds about, especially the Golden, which appear ~o prefer 
denser scrub than the Ruf.ou.s, which is often noticed in fairly 
open positions. One pair of the Rufous often come in the· 
almond-trees close to the house. 

34. Grey Shrik'e-Thrush ( C olluricincla harmonica) .-Two 
birds noted in scrub. · They are the first I have seen in the 
district. 

35. Magpie-Lark (Grallina cyanoleuca) .-Fairly common. 
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36. Ea,stern Shrike-Tit (Falcunculus frontatus) .-One bird 
wa;s seen in a patch of gums; this is the first I have noted here. 

37. Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrike (Coracina novae-hollandiae) .. 
-One observed at intervals; it does not appear to be a common 
species here. In May a pair were often seen in the gums close 
to the hou.se. 

38. White-browed Babbler (Pqm.atostomus superciliosus) .
A small flock of these birds noted. on one occasion in a patch of 
scrub. A flock w_as seen abo)lt the same spot on 24/4/28. 

39. White- fronted Chat (Epthianura albifrons) ,_:_Very 
common, and nested freely, the favourite nesti!lg-spot being in 
a patch of artichokes. No Cuckoo eggs noted in about ten nests 
observed. In May the species became scarcer. 

_ 40. Striated Thornhill (ilcanthiza lineata) .-A small flock 
observed on one oc-casion in the scrub. A large flock was seen 
in April, and identified from a specimen secured. 

41. Yellow-tailecl.·.Thornbill (ilcanthiza chrysorrhoa) .-Very 
common everywhere. 

42. Brown Songlark (Cinclarhamphus cruralis) .-These birds 
were very common at harvest-time, but are only seen 
occasionally now. 

·43. Superb Blue-Wren (Malurus cyaneus)'.-This species is 
very common everywhere. They seem to be favourite foster
patents for the Horsfield Bronze Cuckoo, as of about twelve 
nests examined only one was without the egg of. the Cuckoo 
(C. basalis). 

44. Black-cappecl Sittela (N eositta. pileata) .-Only a rare 
visitor, and I have only noticed it on two occasions. 

45. Mistletoe-Bird (D£caeurn hirundihaceum) .-Very com
mon at some periods; only one bird was seen in May. 

46. Spotted ·P.ardalote (Pardalotus punctatus) .-A pair of 
these birds obser.ved on two occasions. 

47. Reel- tipped Pardalote (Pardalotus ornatus) .-Very 
common,in big gum timber. One nest ob.served with the parents 
.feeding·the young birds. 

48. Grey-ba'ckecl Silvereye (Zosterops halmatttrina) .-I did 
. not observe this bird until March,· but since then I have seen 
quite a number. 

49. White - naped Honeyeater (ili ~lithreptus lunatus) .-
Occasionally noted in flowering gums. In May they became 
fairly common. 
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50. Brown-headed Honeyeater (1vi elith1·eptus brevirostris) .
Not common, but often observed in gum saplings. 

51. Striped Honeyeater (Plectorhyncha lanceolata) ·i and 
52. Tawny-crowned Honeyeater (Gliciphila melanops) .-

Both these species are exceedingly rare, only one Striped and 
two Tawny-:crowned having been observed. 

53. Yellow-plumed Honeyeater (1VI eliphaga ornata) .-Fairly 
common in low- gums. 

54. White-plumed Honeyeater (..ivi eliphaga penicillata) .
Very ·common in high gums. A pair n:ested near the house, 
whe.n I saw the parents feeding a young bird just out of the 
nest. · 

55. Yello>v-winged Hopeyeater (ivfeliornis novae-hollandiae). 
-One of the commonest birds in this locality. Many ne.sts 
observed with two or three eggs or young. Some nests were quite 
close to the ground in low bushes, and others were six or eight 
fee! up in shrub,s. , 

56. Noisy Miner (1\Iyzantha melanocephala) .-Exceedingly 
common everywhere, 'and are great fruit-eaters. This feature, 
added to their discordant cry, make:s them exceedingly 
unpopular. Many nests noticed, one or two in shrubs and 
bushes, and the remainder in gums. 

57. Little Wattle-Bird (Anthochaera chrysoptem); and 
58. Red Wattle-Bird (Anthochaera carunculata) .-Both 

these bird,s are fairly common wherever there is a patch of scrub. 
Several nests were noted, the nesting site being invariably a 
Honeysuckle (Banksia). · 

59. Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater (Acanthagenys. rufogularis). 
-Three birds observed. 

60. Pipit (Anthus- australis).-This bird is seen in: every 
grass paddock. 

61. Diamond-Firetail. (Zon_aeginthus guttatus) .-A! single 
bird observed: 

62. Chestnut-eared Finch (Taeniopygia castanotis) .-A pair 
.of these birds ob.served. 

63. Crow (Corvus ?) .-A few of these birds about, but I 
have not been able to secure one to identify the species to which 
they belong. 

64. White-winged Chough ( C orcorax melanorhamphus) .
Small flocks of these birds are seen occa,sionally in patches of 
open timber. 
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65. White-backed Magpie (Gyrnnorhina. hypoleuca) .-Very 
common m;erywhere, and nested freely. 

IMPORTED BIRDS. 

66. Blackbird (Turd11s merula) .-A pair of this species are 
in the garden, being the :first I haYe observed here. 

67. Goldfinch ( Cardueli~ cm·d11elis) .-Very. common always. 
Dozens nested in orange-trees in the garden here. As many rts 
six eggs· in one nest were noted. 

68. House-Sparrow (Passer dornesticus) .-Very common. 
·They are unpopular owing to the number of pe[ls they eat when 
this fodder is sown for sheep. 

69. Starling (Sturntls vulgaris) .-Also common. These birds 
do much good a,s regards caterpillar and grub destruction. They 
certainly eat a little fruit, but this is more than balanced by the 
amount of good they do in destroying insect pests. . They t.tre 
often noticed on the backs of sheep, and no doubt do much good 
in destroyjng sheep-tick. The. Starling is certainly in this 
locality looked upon as a very useful bird. 

NESTING No•.rEs. 

Apr1l, 1928. 

Yellow-winged .Honeyeater (M eliornis novde-hollandiae) .-
24/4/28: A pair building .in an olive-tree close to the house, the 
nest about half-completed. 24/4/28: Nest about five feet up 
in a prickly shrub. Two young birds about a week old. 

May, 19~8: · . 
During the month I have observed .14 nests of Yellow-winged 

Honeyeaters. Seven contained two eggs each, three contained 
two nestlings each, one had one nestling, and three were being 
built. White-plumed Honeyea~er and Little Wattle-Bird also 
noted building, and on 25/5/28 two eggs were in a nest of the 
latter bird. 


