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The South Australian Ornithological Association. 

MONTHLY PROCEEDINGS. 

-May, 1928.-

The monthly meeting was held at the Roy·al Society's Rooms 
on Friday evening, 25th May, 1928, at 8 p.m. The Vice-
President (Mr. F; E. Parsons) was in the chair. 

Alleged Records from South Australia.-In "The Emu," 
Vol. XXVII, pp. 81-92, in an.article by Messrs. J. R. Kinghorn 
and H. 0 . .!!'letcher, "Notes on a Collection of Birds from South 
and South-western Australia," there are a number of birds 
referred to from South Australia. To several of ~he alleged 
records exception was taken, and a further reference to some bf 
them is made in " The Emu," Vol. JL"'{VII, pp. 280-286. The 
matter was brought before the members at this meeting and 
further discussed. The decision to adhere to the scientific names 
adopted in the R.A.O.U. Checklist was afi:irmed, and it was also 
decided by members from data supplied by• their collections and 
field notes, that those alleged records should be amended as 
follows:-

N eophema pulchella should be N eophema splendida. 
Pachycephala rujogularis (Kangaroo Island) 

should be Pachycephala pectoralis. 
Acanthi2xt reguloides (Ooldea) · 

should be Acan.thiza morgani. 
Pardalotus striatus (Mount Lyndhurst) 

should be Pardalotus ornatus. 
Strepera versicolor (Koppio and Immarna) 

should be' Strepera inter-media. 
(Stre,pera versicolor is in limited nur~bers in the 

Grampians, Western Victori~, al).d one .specimen is known 
from South-east South Australia. 
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Bird notes were handed in by Miss Josephine Heysen, and 
Messrs. J. Neill'vlcGilp and Edwm Ashby. The subject for the· 
evening was the Robin family found iu South Australia-Petroica 
multicolor, Scarlet Robin; 1:'. goodenovii, Red-capped Robin; P. 
phoenicea, Flame Robin; 11-Jelanodryas.cucullata, Hooded Robin; 
Eopsaltria australis, Southern Yellow Robin; E. griseogularis, 
Western Yellow-Robin. P. rodinogaster, Pink Robin, has not 
been observed for years. 

-June.-
The monthly meeting was held at the Royal Society's Rooms 

on Friday evening, 29th June, 1928, at 8 p.m. The President 
(Professor J. B. Cleland) was. in the chair. 

New Member.-Mr. W. J. Harvey, of Coombe, S.A., was. 
proposed and seconded as a member .. 

Correspondence.·-A letter~ from Mr. A. G. Edquist was 
received. He wrqte stating that a friend visited Beatrice Spit 
sanctuary, Kingscote, Kang~roo Island, in May last, and found 
that Silver ·Gulls and Cormorants were nesting together in 
thousands. On the approach of the ,party· the birds left the 

· riests. The Cormorants flew out to sea, while the Gulls circled 
overhead to a musical accompaniment. As the party proceeded 
the Gu1ls settled again and ate the young Cormorants and the 
eggs. He asked if the nesting were late, and 'Yere the actions 
of the Gulls usual? Members stated that it was not late nesting 
for the Cormorants; the Silver Gulls would not be nesting, and 
their eating of the eggs and young -of the Cormorants was a 
common practice with them. Mr. Edquist also forwarded a 
copy of the winning essay in the Schools' Competition for this 
Association's Cup for 1928. The winner was Miss Elsie J. 
Springbett, of Sandy Creek School. This essay was read to 
members. 

London Zoo-an Australian Emu.-The Secretary read an 
·extract from the London " Times " Weekly Edition on the 
"Origin of the Zoo," in which it was stated that "jn the course 
of 1826 and 1827 negotiations with the Crown were successfully 
conducte9. for the use of part of Regent's Park, and the latter 
part of 1826 and 1827 were occupied with the lay'ing-qut of the 
new Zoological Gardens. Early in 1828 there· were a few 
pinioned Duck on a lake, an Emu, an otter some silver-haired 
rabbits, and several birds of prey." ' 

Lyrebirds..'-The President drerw at.tention to a letter re 
Lyrebirds, dated 18th October, 1807, written by Margaret 
Catchpole (printe~ elsewhere). 



The South Australian Ornithological Assoc£ation. 259 

Exhibits.-Dr. A. M. Morgan exhibited the sternum of a 
young Emu (Dromaitis novae~hollandiae), in which the coracoid 
and scapula appeared as separate bones, and with the abortiv!l 
fercula 1:n situ. Mr. Edwin Ashby showed a specimen of the 
Barn-Owl (Tyto alba) sent to him from Saddleworth, where it 
was found dead; the body was very· emaciated and the stomach 
was empty. 

Bird notes. were ha'nded in by Messrs. Keith and Edwin Ashby, 
Alfred Crompton, J. W. Mellor, L. K. McGilp, and Professor 
Cleland. 

Crows.-The Secretary read parts of an article on the genus 
Corv1l8, written by Colonel R. l\l[einertzhagen, in "Novitates 
Zoologicae," Vol. XXXIII, October, 1926, pp. 57-122. It was 
decided to have an evening later on to discuss the matter fully. 

The subject for the evening was the genus Stipiturus, Emu- . 
Wrens. Exhibits were tabled by Messrs. E. Ashby and J. W. 
Mellor, Professor Cleland, and the S.A. Museum (per Dr. A. M. 
Morgan). 

-July.-
Minutes of meeting held in the Royal Society's Rooms on 

Friday, 27th July, 1928, at 8 p.m. The President (Professor 
J. B. Cleland) was in the chair. 

New Member.-Mr. W. J. Harvey, of Coombe, S.A., 
nominated at the June meeting, was duly elected as a member. 

Hoary·-headed Grebes . .--Mr. J. W. Mello!' reported 'that on 
that day in the Central Market he had seen three Hoary-headed 
Grebes (Podiceps poliocephal118) exposed for sale at one of the 
stalls as" Ducks, at 1/- each." As this species is on the totally
protected list, the Hon. Secretary was directed to draw the 
attention of the Chief Inspector of Fisheries and Game to the 
matter. 

Bird notes were hand:ed in by' Professor Cleland and Messrs. 
E. Ashby, J. W. Mellor, L. K.l\![cGilp, and J. Sutton. Those from 
Messrs. E. F. Boehm and W. J. Harvey were read to the meeting. 

Exhipit.-Dr. A. M. Morgan exhibited a specimen of· the 
Roseate Terq (Sterna dougalli) in winter plumage, and partly 
eaten by a cat. .It was sent in to the S.A. Museum by Mr. E: F. 
Boehm, of Sutherlands, nine miles east of ·Eudunda, on the rail
way line to Morgan. This is·the second record of its appearance 
in S.A. 1 the first being at. Brighton Beach, S.A., on 1/11/1923. · 

.Subjects.-The subjectS' for the evening were the Pai:dalotes 
and Babblers. Specimens were exhibited from· the collectfons 
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of Messrs. Edwin Ashby, J. W. Mellor, L. K. McGilp, Professor 
J. B. Cleland, and th~ S.A. Museum (per Dr. A. M. Morgan). 
It is stated ·in the R.A.O."G. Checklist that the Striated Pardalote 
(Pardalotus striatus) inhabits' S.A., but no speiCimen is knowh 
from S.A.,· except the record given by• Mathews as from Mount 
Lofty, which· record was doubted by members. In the case of 
the Grey-crowned Babbler (Pomatogto'I'{/,US temporalis) the 
R.A.O.U. Checklist does not give its habitat as .in S.A., but 
specimens were shown whicli were taken at Salt Creek, Coorong,. 
Kingston, Robe, and Beachport. 


