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Parts 1 and 2 of the Angove story described the personal 
life of Dr WT Angove and listed the bird species recorded 
by Angove in the Tea Tree Gully area from his egg book, 
his egg collection and his Natural History Notebook. This 
Notebook, like the egg book, was brought from England 
as at the end of the book are notes on birds from the early 
1880s from Lakenheath and surrounds in Suffolk, where 
Angove was living at the time. At the beginning of the 
book are notes on natural history and archaeological 
topics from the early 1880s in England. His Australian 
story begins at the end of August 1887. Again the writing 
is hard to decipher and punctuation was not Angove’s 
strong suit, so a lot of guess work has gone into trying to 
decipher the contents of this book.  

While the killing of birds and taking of eggs and nests 
appears rather callous to the modern reader, one must put 
oneself in Angove’s shoes – he has arrived in a country 
where he knows few of the birds, there are few if any bird 
books to help him and, at this early stage, no 
ornithological society members to refer to. So his 
collections helped him to learn the different bird species, 
their taxonomy and habits and their breeding systems. He 
seems to have been diligent in writing up his notes of 
field trips and the details of his egg collection, at least in 
the early years. What struck me in reading the Natural 

History Notebook was the large amount of free time 
Angove seemed to enjoy. One would think that being a 
doctor and an energetic wine grape grower and vigneron, 
as well as the father of a large family, would leave little 
time for other activities. However he seems to have taken 
walks several times a week in his local area and also often 
ventured out on longer trips to different parts of the state, 
both by motor vehicle and by sailing boat.  
 
One of the earliest such expeditions was a day’s shooting 
at Buckland Park on 21st July 1888. Angove was one of a 
large party, which was posted in shelters around the 
boathouse lagoon. As he arrived late, he did not bag as 
many birds as some others but still managed a couple of 

teal (he calls them Anas punctatum which Philippa Horton 
tells me was the Australian Teal, as the Grey and 
Chestnut had not been differentiated at this time; the Grey 
Teal is probably the more likely). He also shot about 30 
Black-tailed Native-hens from a mob of thousands that 
were in vegetation back towards the station (presumably 
Buckland Park station). According to Mr Mattinson, who 
was possibly the station owner, the birds were seldom 
there and had not been seen for several years. In all 59 
duck were shot, comprising the teal, Australian Wood 
Duck, Pacific Black Duck, Australasian Shoveler, Pink-
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eared Duck and Hardhead. Also seen were Australian 
Bustard, Black Swan and Masked Lapwing. 
 
Picking up on Black-tailed Native-hen irruptions, I 
checked the literature to find out if this 1888 event was 
recorded. Matheson (1974) reported that irruptions were 
more frequent 50 to 100 years prior to the 1970s and thus 
rarer in recent years. He quotes Captain Charles Sturt who 
wrote in 1843 that “the Water Hens which ... came to us 
in thousands, running about the streets and gardens (of 
Adelaide) and into houses as if it had never seen man 
before” (Matheson 1974 quoting Chisholm 1964). Several 
notable ornithologists observed that the Native-hens 
visited the southern parts of South Australia in the early 
years of the twentieth century every few years (Matheson 
1974). A more detailed account is presented in HANZAB 
(Marchant & Higgins 1993), where irruptions to southern 
South Australia were documented in 1840, 1843, 1917, 
1919, 1920, 1922, 1951, 1952, 1967-68, 1969, 1971-73 
and 1975. The large gap between 1843 and 1917 is 
probably an artefact of the lack of an ornithological 
society and journal until 1914, so Angove’s record in 
1888 fills in part of this gap in records. 
 
In June of 1888, Dr Angove joined a group of men for a 
couple of days ‘sport’ at Nalpa station on Lake 
Alexandrina, at that time owned by the Stirling family. 
On the first afternoon three Australian Bustards were 
being chased by two ‘eagle hawks’ (presumably Wedge-
tailed Eagles) and one bustard with a trailing leg was 
stalked and shot by Dr Stirling. [Dr Edward Charles 
Stirling was the Director of the South Australian Museum 
from 1884 to 1912.] The leg wound was old and the bird 
was very thin. Assisted by beaters the group attempted to 
find more game but were unsuccessful. After crossing to 
the station side of the road and moving in a half circle 
along a stretch of high rushes along the lake edge about 
thirty Bustard were driven up and four were shot. On the 
next morning the same area was searched as well as some 
sheoak timber to the east and a point of land by the 
woolshed and about thirteen Bustard were shot and one 
Pacific Black Duck. Angove commented that the Bustards 
were very wary and had very good eyesight and, despite 
slow and laboured flight, they were powerful flyers.  
Apropos of this experience, Eckert (2000) noted that 
bustards were once moderately common in the 
Strathalbyn and Goolwa districts and at least until the turn 
of the century, ‘turkey’ hunts were organised regularly to 
Mulgundawa and Nalpa. 
 
Later on in 1901 and 1902 Angove organised sailing trips 
with a group of men, often accompanied by one or two of 
his sons, particularly his eldest son, Thomas Carlyon 
(‘Skipper’) and Edward, who appears to have been the 
most interested in natural history pursuits. Other members 
included C. Angove, Mr Bawle, Mr Zietz, J. Winchat, Mr 
Sanderson, J. Winchester, C. Smith and J. Powell. They 
went to Kangaroo Island, Port Vincent, Ardrossan, Port 
Noarlunga and Victor Harbor. Fishing occupied a lot of 

time, but attempts were made to collect birds’ eggs and 
shells on some trips.  
 
Other trips described in the Notebook include several to 
the St Kilda/Torrens Island/Gawler Creek region in 
October 1904, where Angove describes some of the birds 
seen and collected. They included some Sericornis 
maculatus (the Spotted Scrub-wren, now accepted as the 
White-browed Scrubwren) with a nest, red headed 
dotterel (the Red-capped Plover), Grey Fantails probably 
nesting in the mangroves, the nest of Superb Fairywrens 
containing fairywren eggs and one of the Horsfield’s 
Bronze-Cuckoos, as well asseveral groups of White-
winged Fairywrens, some with nests and eggs. He reports 
on October 26th at Gawler Creek finding “a ‘whip poor 
will’ 2 eggs. the nest being built in a small bush about 1 ½ 
feet from ground ...loosely built of dried/ twigs ...with 
feathers & outside with bits of thin green ...weed from the 
bottom of the creek.” I am at a loss as to what bird he 
means by the ‘whip poor will’ (perhaps an Owlet 
Nightjar, but the habitat seems quite wrong) and whether 
the nest is attached to the ‘whip poor will’ or to another 
species of bird. 
 
He describes finding Acanthiza pusilla with nest and eggs 
on Torrens Island on October 10th 1904, but in this 
location and as the nests were in samphire, we can be 
confident that the species was in fact the Slender-billed 
Thornbill Acanthiza iredalei. A clutch of three eggs was 
in the nest which was about 1 foot from the ground in a 
samphire fork. In May 1906 at Gawler Creek Angove 
reported the nesting of the “Common shag P. Varius” 
(presumably the Pied Cormorant) and that he took several 
clutches of 2, 3 and 4 fresh eggs. 
 
In 1904-06 Angove visited the River Murray for 
birdwatching, sometimes in the company of Mr Bawle, 
who appears to have been a neighbour from Tea Tree 
Gully. In November 1904 they went to Swan Reach for 
the day, finding Chestnut-crowned Babblers at Rhine 
Villa (the old name for Cambrai) and seven miles further 
on, a Crested Bellbird, which they collected. At the same 
location they saw a quail-thrush, “much more rufous than 
our C. Punctatum”, so this was most likely to be a 
Chestnut Quail-thrush. Other birds seen and/or shot here 
were Yellow-plumed Honeyeater (with nest), Restless 
Flycatcher, Variegated Fairywren, Striated Pardalote, 
Red-rumped and Blue-winged Parrots, Brown 
Treecreeper, Hooded Robin, Banded Lapwing, Grey 
Currawong and a “Black Fantail” (possibly the Willie 
Wagtail). 
 
In September 1906 Bawle and Angove were at Mannum 
where they found Variegated Fairywrens and Yellow 
Thornbills and later at “Pellering” on the Buckley’s 
property (probably Pellaring Flat) amongst many “crows 
and magpies”, they found a Southern Scrub-robin and a 
nest with a chick not yet able to fly, White-browed 
Babblers and a clutch of 4 eggs, a White-eared 
Honeyeater and a Striated Honeyeater (perhaps a Striped 
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Honeyeater). In a hole in a bank White-backed Swallows 
were nesting, but no eggs were found. Near the Mannum 
ferry were Red-rumped Parrots, Peaceful Doves and a 
Pacific Black Duck. 
 
Early in October 1906 Angove was back at Mannum, 
where he found a Spotted Pardalote nest with 3 eggs, 
describing the nest as large enough to hold both adult 
birds comfortably and composed of fibrous bark. 
Curiously he does not describe it as a tunnel built into the 

earth but some words are indecipherable so this may be 
the reason for this omission. However he does say that the 
“nest is 5 inches high, 4½ deep, 3¾ broad, entrance hole 
1½ x 1½ in inside, 2 x 2 x 2 ½ high.” 
 
He spent more time at the Buckley’s where he found a 
Southern Scrub-robin, a Striped Honeyeater and nest, 
Mulga Parrots and Australian Ringnecks, Gilbert’s 
Whistler and, on the water, a Black-fronted Dotterel. 
Several days later at a swamp on the Murray River 
Angove found Striated Pardalotes nesting in martin nests, 
and walking in pine and mallee scrub at the top of the 
cliffs saw Weebills, White-winged Choughs, Hooded 
Robins, White-browed Babblers and Grey Currawongs. 

Returning along the flats he encountered Yellow Rosellas, 
Australian Ringnecks and Tawny Frogmouths with a nest 
and 2 eggs. 
 
At Bakers Lagoon, near “Calootte”, birds seen were a 
Peaceful Dove and two Whistling Eagles, both with 
young, and tantalisingly Angove says he “shot a bittern”. 
Presumably this was an Australasian Bittern. In the 
afternoon he put a boat in the lagoon, finding two “P. 
Melanotus” nests, one with ?12 and one with 5 eggs. 

These Purple Swamphen nests were “in short rushes out 
in the water, nests made of rushes built up on a bunch of 
rushes with a ramp to get up to it from the water.” On the 
next day several nests were found on the opposite bank of 
the River, including that of a White-faced Heron, Tree 
Martin and Restless Flycatcher. 
 
In the next year from late August 1907 Angove travelled 
to Rhine Villa, via Mt Pleasant and Saunders crossing, 
presumably near present-day Saunders Gorge. At 
Saunders crossing he located a Common Bronzewing and 
Yellow Thornbills “in numbers”, with what he took to be 
an unfinished nest of this species. It was in a pine 
(Southern Cypress Pine Callitris gracilis) within reach of 
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the ground and was an untidy domed nest made of grasses 
and lined with feathers. It is not clear where he saw the 
following parrots, but may have been at the same location 
or closer to Cambrai: (possibly) Australian Ringneck, 
Red-rumped Parrot, Crimson Rosella and Rainbow and 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet.  
 
On a different day he drove out on the Swan Reach Road 
about 12 miles out to a location where the scrub was 
dense but with occasional clearings. Here by walking for 
2 days for 20 to 30 miles were seen White-winged 
Choughs and a nest with 5 eggs, White-browed Babblers 
and several nests, Fan-tailed Cuckoo (heard only), Black-
eared Cuckoo, Pallid Cuckoo, Southern Scrub-robin, 
Variegated Fairywren, Australian Ringneck with eggs, 
Mulga Parrot, Grey Shrike-thrush, Grey Butcherbird, 
Chestnut-rumped Thornbill, Weebill, Yellow-plumed 
Honeyeater, White-eared Honeyeater, Striped 
Honeyeater, Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater, Singing 
Honeyeater, Brown-headed Honeyeater, Shy Hylacola, 
Gilbert’s Whistler, Owlet Nightjar, Hooded Robin, 
Chestnut Quail-thrush, White-fronted Chat, Jacky Winter, 
Restless Flycatcher, Willie Wagtail and Striated 
Pardalote. He reported “minahs mobbing C. Harmonica” 
and later listed M. Garrula which is the Noisy Miner, but 
in this region I wonder if it is more likely to be the 
Yellow-throated Miner.  
 
One bird that occurs several times in the Notebook is 
Zerophila albifrons, a name that I could not locate in any 
source. However Philippa Horton has pointed out that 
Xerophila was an early name for the whitefaces and I had 
come to the conclusion based on other clues that this bird 
was most likely to have been the Southern Whiteface. 
This was supported by the specific name ‘albifrons’ 
which means white frons (the area above the bill) which 
the Southern Whiteface does have. Zerophila albifrons 
was seen in the scrub near Swan Reach as well as being 
“in great numbers ...after leaving Mount Pleasant” and 
was nesting at Saunders crossing.  
At the other end of the book (i.e. the front) after two 
pages of English bird notes are scraps of notes of birds 
from Tea Tree Gully and the River Murray from 1887 
onwards, when Angove was learning his birds and 
Australian nomenclature. Of particular interest is the 
record from July 26th 1888 when Angove reported that 
“warty faced honeyeaters [Regent Honeyeater] which 
have been more abundant this season have just left”. 
There are many more bird observations in the Notebook 
that I have not reported, for two reasons. Firstly some of 
the information repeats what is already recorded in Part II 
(Paton 2014). Secondly the difficult handwriting and the 
many obsolete names of birds make it hard to be sure 
exactly which species of bird are referenced.  
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