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In the early days of colonial settlement, what we 
now know as the budgie was called Scalloped or 
Shell Parrot, among other names. John Gould, 
one of the first to bring live specimens back to 
Britain, knew it as ‘Warbling Grass-Parakeet’ but 
also recorded an Indigenous Australian name as 
‘Betcherrygar’ and ‘Butjeregah’. Olsen’s research 
suggests this name may mean ‘good eating’ 
rather than being an identifying title. A table of 
Indigenous Australian names is included at the 
back of the book.

After reviewing the bird’s origins in Australia, 
Olsen charts its transport overseas, first as skins, 
then as live birds. Live birds were highly sought 
after by the wealthy in the initial stages but the 
hardy and likeable little parrots soon became the 
subject of breeding farms in the UK and Europe. 
This, together with the delivery of huge numbers 
of wild-caught birds by the shipping trade, 
ensured its affordability and enjoyment by the 
less wealthy.

Inevitably, breeders found mutant individuals 
and used these to develop the huge number 
of colour, size and plumage variants available 
today.

Interestingly, budgies were far more popular 
overseas in the late 1800s and early 1900s and 
it was not until the 1930s that the budgie craze 
finally took off in Australia.

The author has cast her research net far and 
wide, covering much avicultural history as well 

as anecdotes of ownership by many well-known 
people. The book is extensively illustrated with 
historical images, photos and modern drawings 
and paintings.

The text has been set in a sans-serif font with a 
fairly light stroke. I found this made the reading 
task more difficult than usual, which for me 
detracted from an otherwise well-produced 
publication.

Merilyn Browne
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