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Introductory.-The following notes, which
claim to be nothing more than a pre
liminary list, have been accumulated in
the main between the months of May and
September, 1941. During these five months
the writers were together in Alice Springs.
A few subsequent observations were made in
the New Year of 1942, but the extreme heat
and lack of time precluded extensive work
in the field.

With the limited time at our disposal dur
ing the earlier period (amounting to one
half- day per week) it was impossible to cover
the area thoroughly. Moreover, lack of trans
port was a big handicap. Most of the
longer trips-to Simpson's Gap, Jesse Gap,
and Templebar Gap-were made on a couple
of decrepit borrowed bicycles, the remainder
on foot. H.I. had the fortune to make two
trips by motor lorry to Standley chasm, some
40 miles west of The Alice.

There appear to be few recorded observa
tions on the avifauna of Alice Springs and
environs, Whitlock having worked farther
west in the MacDonnell Ranges. The report
of the Horn Expedition on Aves has not been
available to us, nOI have S. A. White's
accounts of his journeys.

Alice Springs township (formerly Stuart)
lies in a broad valley of the. MacDonnell
Ranges, approximately one thousand miles
from Adelaide. This valley is bounded by
the Heavitree Ridge (average height 1,000
feet above the plain) on the south side,. and
Chewings Range on the north. According
to Madigan in "Central Australia" these two

ranges are limbs of a fold in the Heavitree
quartzite. The two ridges extend in parallel
fashion westward for about 70 miles, when
they converge and fuse at the Ormiston near
Glen Helen. Transverse streams have cut
many gaps in the ranges. The Todd River
flows south past Alice Springs, and a short
distance downstream has eroded the Heavitree
Gap, usually referred to simply as The Gap,
the Heavitree Range otherwise being im
passable in the vicinity. South of this range
several further ranges rise at the railway
line and run west. All of these parallel
ridges rise abruptly from the valley floors
with acutely tilted strata and present steep
slopes or cliff faces on both southerly and
northerly aspects.

Low-lying irregular (gneiss?) hills are
dotted haphazardly around the town in the
Alice Valley. East 'of, and approximately
12 miles north of the town, there is a jumbled
maze of similar hills. They are only
a few hundred feet in height and present no
similarity to the precipitous Heavitree Range
and other ranges of the western MacDonnells.
Mulga (Acacia aneura) would appear to be
the predominant tree of the surrounding
countryside, most of the valleys and adjacent
plains supporting a fairly thick covering.
With the Mulga is to be found Corkwood and
other species of Hakea, the elegant Ironwood
(Acacia estrophiolata) and associated shrubs.
Red Gums (Eucalyptus rostratay line the
Todd and all the bigger streams, while the
beautiful Ghost Gums (Eucalyptus papuana)
are along the smaller creeks and on some
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of the hills. The foothills south of Heavi
tree Range and the big ranges themselves are
densely clothed with Porcupine Grass
iTriodia spp), Mallee (Eucalyptus sp.]
also grows among the foothills. Cycads
(Encephalarctos MacDonnelli) are to be seen
on the slopes of the big ranges. A native
pine (Callitris sp.) is plentiful in this situa
tion, while an occasional Ficus clings to the
rocky wall. Lignum grows on the margins
of claypans.

There is little edible grass. Indeed much
of the country is quite bare and barren. The
prevailing colour of rocks, soil and hills is
red, truly the Red Centre. As an exception
there are the daziling white micaceous sands
of the streams, which are nearly always dry.
The average rainfall for the district is only
eleven inches per annum, spread over the
greater part of the year. Both the exhausted
monsoonal and southern systems bring the
rains, neither being very reliable. For a
great part of the year, especially in the
winter, south-east trade-winds blow. Summer
is extremely hot and the winter days normally
mild. Winter nights are very cold, tempera
tures of 20 deg, Fah. not being uncommon.

LIST OF SPECIES OF BIRDS
Emu (Dromaius nouae-hollandiae] .-Two

seen in the Alice Valley, 1/7/4l.
Diamond Dove (Ceopelia cuneata) .-Quite

numerous in January and February, 1942.
Common Bronzewing (Phaps chalcoptera).

-One bird flushed from a dense growth of
low Teatree in a creek-bed, 23/8/4l.

Plumed Pigeon (Lophophaps plumijera).
-About thirty of these charming pigeons
were seen on 23/8/41 in the vicinity of a
creek which wound through the rough hills
north of Alice Springs. They preferred to
run quickly along the ground when ap
proached but could be observed at close
range. When the watcher pressed them too
closely they rose with a whirr-r-r like quail
and flew off in the same manner as the
Crested Pigeon, that is, a few strong wing
beats followed by a long glide, a few more
beats, and so on. However, the wings whirred
instead of whistling as do those of Ocyphaps,
The Plumed Pigeons invariably alighted on
the ground or rocks, whose rusty-red coloura
tion their plumage matched splendidly. iA
pair were noted 'on 30/8/41 in similar
country. .

Crested Pigeon iDcyphaps lophotes) .
Plentiful around the town and scattered

throughout the surrounding countryside in
flocks of up to 30 birds.

Black-tailed Native Hen (Tribonyx ven
tralis) .-Several were seen among lignum in
!,wampy country 'outside The Gap on 6/1/42,
and a few in the Todd River among grass
on 27/2/42. On both occasions there had
been recent rain.

Banded Plover (Zonijer tricolor) .-In
June, 1941, three seen after rain. On 2/11/41,
heard calling at 10 p.m. after rain.

Black-fronted Dotterel (Charadrius melan
aps).-On 15/11/41 and 1/2/42, a pair on
each occasion seen beside a pool.

White-headed Stilt (Himantopus leucoce
phalus).-On 21/10/41 at 5.30 p.m., five
Stilts flew over Alice Springs going south.
A strong north-east wind was blowing and
a storm seemed to be brewing.

Royal Spoonbill (Platalea regia) .-One
bird flew over the town 'on 25/12/4l.

Egret (Egretta. sp.) .-One reported at
Emily Gap.

Grey Teal? (Querquedula sp.) .-Some
ducks seen on a swamp in May, 1941, were
probably this species.

Wedge-tailed Eagle iUrooetas audax) .-A
common bird along the big ridges and around
the gaps holding water. Along the crest
of Heavitree Ridge these magnificent eagles
will glide by a man at very close quarters
with a great show of indifference. About
ten miles north of the town three Wedgetails
were disturbed while feeding on a recently
shot kangaroo. One bird was so gorged
that it could hardly rise at our approach.

Australian Little Eagle (Hieraaetus morph
noides) .-On a few occasions it was thought
that this bird was seen, but it was never
identified with certainty.

Whistling Eagle (Haliastur sphenurus).
In large numbers, especially around refuse
dumps, where they congregate with the Kites.

Black (Fork-tailed) Kite (Milvus migrans)
-These Kites were the most plentiful birds
of prey. Usually there were some to be seen
wheeling over the town, while at refuse
dumps they were invariably in large numbers.
Here they could be closely approached as
they perched on the rocks 'or adj acent trees.
These birds frequently sported around the
summit of a hill overlooking the town, it
being a pleasure to watch their graceful evo
lutions on the wing. The tail is continually
on' the move as they wheel and stoop and
make mock attack on their fellows, the small
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fork being discernible in most positions.
One evening at dusk, about 40 Kites with a
few Whistling Eagles were settling for the
night in the gums along the Todd, indicating
that they roost in flocks.

Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) .-A
pair seen at Simpson's Gap. They were very
noisy and vigorously chased off a Wedge
tailed Eagle.

Brown Hawk (F. berigora) .-Quite often
seen in all types of country, sometimes call
ing loudly. The blackish cheek-stripe is
prominent in this northern form, but the
underparts are a pallid buff with little dis
cernible marking.

Nankeen Kestrel (F. cenchroidesy .-Fairly
common along the big ridges and timbered
flats, probably nesting in September.

(We were not able to identify several other
hawks seen.)

Owl.-An Owl was Hushed near the foot
of Mt. Gillen one evening in May.

Red-tailed Black Cockatoo (Calyptorhyn
chus banksi) .-C'Ommon in winter in flocks
of up to 50. Very noisy when rain is
approaching.

Galah (K'fkatoe roseicapilla) .-Plentiful.
Can be closely approached when feeding.
Often heard flying down the Todd River at
night. On several occasions a mob of Galahs
has been seen chasing a hawk down the
river, dodging and manoeuvring skilfully
through the trees and calling loudly. They
also mount into the air to quite high alti
tudes in pursuit of various hawks.

Cockatiel (Leptolophus hollandicus).
Rarely seen during the winter of 1941, but
during January and February, 1942, little
groups were often noted.

Port Lincoln Parrot (Barnardius zonarius)
-A handsome parrot, common along the
gum creeks. Chest dark green; ventral parts
greenish; collar yellow; abdominal band
yellow.

Mulga Parrot (Psephotus varius) .-This
quiet little bird was occasionally seen,
usually in pairs.

Budgerygah (Melopsittacus undulatus).
Quite plentiful during June and July, 1941,
when a few were breeding. Not often noted
after that.

Red-backed Kingfisher (Halycon pyrrhopy- I

gius).-First observed in July, 1941; after
wards seen at odd intervals.

Rainbow- Bird (Australian Bee - Eater)
(Merops ornatus).-The first of these mi
grants came down the TQdd River on

11/9/41, and were to be seen and heard for
a few days before they moved on. On
17/9/41 they were noted in a creek-bed,
apparently nesting. At Christmas, 1941,
several were seen hawking from the gum
trees along the River Todd, but they had
gone by the New Year. They appeared spas
modically in early February, 1942.
, Nightjar iEurostopodus sp.) .-On 21/6/42

a Nightjar was flushed among some low,
rough hills supporting a growth of "spinifex"
(Triodia) and mallee,
. Pallid Cuckoo (Cuculus pallidus) .-A

cuckoo seen in early July, 1941, was
probably a juvenile Pallid. A Pallid Cuckoo
called on the night of '3/1/41. They were
heard a few times during January and Feb.
ruary, 1942.

Horsfield Bronze Cuckoo (Chalcites basa
lis) .-On 2/11/42 seen in sparse scrub call
ing continually.

Welcome Swallow (Hirundo neoxena).
Was never seen' or reported.

White·backed Swallow (Cheramoeca leuco
sterna) .-A common bird, often seen about
the town and along creeks. Nesting burrows
were often found in the banks of the latter.

Fairy Martin (Hylochelidon ariel) .-AI·
though this species was never seen, disused
nests were noticed in three localities. '

Willie Wagtail (Rhipidura leucophrys) .
Pairs spread thinly over all types of country.
Found nesting on 1/8/41 and on 4/9/41.

Red-capped Robin (Petroica goodenovii).
-One male only seen, on 23/8/41.

Hooded Robin (Melanodryas cucullata).
Scattered pairs or individuals were seen on
most 'of our excursions, nearly always in
open scrub.

Rufous Whistler (Pachycephala rufioen
tris) .-A few were seen during June and July,
1941. One bird in January, 1942.

Western Shrike-Thrush (Colluricincla rufi·
ventris) .-This was a most illusive bird
whose call mocked us occasionally from the
rugged contours of Heavitree and Chewings
Ranges and Standley Chasm. It was never
heard in any other type 'of country. The
only Thrush seen was in Jesse Gap (Heavi
tree Range). It fed quietly under a Native
Fig, and later flew up the cliff face. This
bird's calls are the same as those of C. har
monica.

Magpie. Lark (Grallina cyanoleuca) .
Plentiful along the gum creeks ~md adjacent
flats.
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Crested Bellbird (Oreoica gutturalis) .
Commonly seen and heard among the low
rugged hills with their sparse covering of
shrubs.

Ground Cuckoo - Shrike iPteropodocys
maxima) .-In early July, 1941, this hand
some bird was seen on four ooeasions. It
is a wary species and the first indication of
its presence (or departure) is the shrill call
of "chew-chew" or "chill-chill," not unlike
a Greenshank's call. In flight the long,
tapered tail and white rump are prominent,
while the loud cry will always arrest atten
tion. The flight is fast and even, with no
undulations. When feeding, these Cuckoo
shrikes stalk around on their long legs in
the fashion of magpies. On 25/2/42, a
nest was found in the top of a big gum on
a conspicuous dead fork. It was bulkier than
the average Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike's nest.
The owner soon returned nervously and
brooded.

Black-faced Cuckoo - Shrike iCoracina
nouae-hollandiae) .-Frequently noted be
tween May and July, after which their num
bers lessened. Apparently nesting In-Decem
ber and February.

Wh~te-winged Triller (Lalage tricolor).
Several: observed during November, 1941,
after rain. The males were singing loudly.

Red-breasted Babbler (PQmatostomus rube
culus}.-Flequently seen amongst timber and
scrub in parties of up to twelve. With their
various shades of brown and rufous, comical
antics, and large variety of quaint calls, they
always attract attention. T~ey give the "c~t
call" of their southern COUSlll P. temporalis,
Indeed, their habits are :very much like those
of the Grey-crowned Babbler. The huge
nests of this northern species are to be seen
everywhere in the topmost branches 'of the
bigger trees.

Crimson, Chat (Epthianura tricolor) .
Only seen on a few occasions in open coun
try. They fly readily into the trees.

Weebill (Smicrornis sp.) .-Weebills are
to be found in small numbers among the
gums, where they present the familiar calls
and habits of the Brown Weebill "down
south."

Eastern Whiteface (Aphelocephala leucop
sis}.-Common among the low trees and
bushes on the flats, sometimes in company
with the Banded Whitefaces or Yellow-tailed
Thornbills.

Banded Whiteface (A. nigricincta) .--Fair-

ly common in similar localities favoured by
the above. This little bird has quite a sweet
and powerful song. Nests with clutches of
two eggs were discovered in July and Sep
tember. The nests were always low down
in bushes. They are quite bulky, about 6
x 9 inches, oval shaped, and made of fine
twigs, and well lined with downy matter.
Young leaving the nest are replicas of the
adults, showing both the black pectoral hand
and the rufous back.

Yellow-tailed Thornbill (Acanthiza chry
sorrhoa) .-Not very 'often noted. Usually
near the bigger timber. A pair nesting on
6/7/41.

Brown Songlark (Cinclorhamphus crura
lis) .-A small number seen in January, 1942.

Rufous Songlark (C. mathewsi) .-In fair
numbers during January and February, 1942.

Grass Wren (Amytornis spp.) .-Of all the
birds we encountered, the species of Amytor
nis were the most puzzling. They were likely
to be found anywhere where "spinifex" grew,
from the crests of the big ranges to the
valleys below. Sometimes they merely
gave a glimpse of a form bouncing around
the tussocks, while on other occasions they
were easily watched from a few feet away
as they sat on, or moved unconcernedly
among, the rocks they favour. Often they
will bound from rock to rock, avoiding the
"spinifex," and run in and out of miniature
caverns and overhanging rocks. It proved
impossible to distinguish the different
species, Sometimes quite a loud and pretty
song is sung about sundown.

Rufous-crowned Emu-Wren (Stipiturus
ruficeps) .-Parallel with, and immediately
south of, 'Heavitree Range are a number of
residual ridges densely covered with "spini
fex" (Triodia) in many parts. It was here
that we located Rufous-crowned Emu-wrens
in July, 1941. The call being very low and
the birds keeping down in the Triodia made
it a difficult matter to find and observe them.
At times perhaps six of these wrens can be
heard sibilantly whispering around an ob
server and yet none may be seen. This is
due to the birds creeping mouse-like through
the grass tussocks or else remaining in the
heart of one. Thus a person may stand
right over a spinifex clump and hear the
Emu-wren within and yet not see it because
of the compact growth. Moreover, the call
is very low, much like the chirrup of crickets
and other insects. Even the persistent
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buzzing of the ever-present flies makes the
recognition of an Emu-wren's call more dif
ficult. However, in some places low scattered
mallee grows among the porcupine, and here
on occasion the Wrens show themselves
briefly by mounting a few feet into the trees.
It is then that the beauty of the male's blue
throat and chest, along with the conspicuous
rufous crown and back, is appreciated. In
the female the blue seems to be confined to
the lores and chin. The tail is different
from those of the southern Emu-wrens in
that it is compact and Malurus-like, and not
"hairy." On 3/9/41 a pair of Emu-wrens
were found whose calls were quite loud.
They showed themselves quite openly. Even
tually the female appeared with some nesting
material. She moved from tussock to tus
sock over the outsides, in contrast to their
usual mode of sneaking through them.
Finally she disappeared into the top of a
Triodia, the male meanwhile fussing about
nearby. On close examination a partially _
finished nest could be seen down in the inter
locked spines. Made of very fine fibres and
grasses, it closely matched its surroundings,
being a hooded structure after the fashion of
a Malurus nest. This nest proved to be un
completed, as it was not lined. The follow
ing week it was deserted, and Rufous-crowned
Emu-wrens were located some distance away,
none being near the nest.

Blue-and-White Wren tMalurus cyanotus).
-The only Malurus seen. A common bird
in patches of lignum or low bush. During
the whole of the period May to September,
1941, fully coloured males were observed.
During August two or three males were often
seen fighting fiercely. A partially completed
nest was found OIL 1/9/41, and on 13/1/41
a nest with one egg, and one nest ready
for eggs. In June, 1942, no fully coloured
males were to be seen.

Masked Wood-Swallow (Artamus persona
tus) .-Plentiful during January, 1942.

Black-faced Wood-Swallow (A. melanops).
-This was the resident Wood-swallow and
one of the commonest birds of the locality.
In habits it is much like the Dusky Wood
swallow. On two dates Black-faced Wood
swallows were seen at dusk clustering around
a vertical branch like a swarm of bees. When
repeatedly disturbed they always returned
to the same roosting site. The weather was
very cold.

Little Wood-Swallow (A. minor).-In
January, 1942, a few pairs were noticed along

the cliffs of Heavitree Range, near Mt, Gillen.
Their call is distinctive. A young bird just
out of the nest was seen.

White-winged Sittella (Neositta leucop
tera) .-Only seen once in the usual little
party. A new locality record?

White-browed Tree-creeper (Climacteris
afJinis) .-It was only in trees away from the
creeks that this small Tree-creeper was seen.
It is a silent bird and only a few pairs were
seen on big Mulgas and Corkwoods on the
flats.

Mistletoe Bird (Dicaeum hirundinaceum).
-A few were always to be seen. They were
plentiful during June and July.

Red-tipped Pardalote (Pardalotus ornatus)
-An occasional individual was observed in
the creek gums.

Red-faced Pardalote (P. rubricatus) .-This
Pardalote proved to be shy, for although
often heard, it was not often seen. The call
is distinctive, but hard to locate.

Golden-backed Honeyeater (Melithreptus
laetior) .-In a rugged valley at the upper
end of Standley Chasm, overgrown with low
mallee and a few Cycads, a pair of these
striking Honeyeaters was observed. In both
habits and call they were much like the
Black-chinned Honeyeater (M. gularis). The
golden-green back was prominent. Both birds
had the naked skin about the eye of a blue
green colour.

Singing Honeyeater (Meliphaga virescens).
Common among the rough, low hills.

Grey-headed Honeyeater (M. keartlandi)?
-In the valley at the end of Standley Chasm
Honeyeaters answering to the description of
M. keartlandi were seen in fair numbers. A
few were also seen among the "Emu Wren
Hills."

Yellow-fronted Honeyeater (M. plumula).
-Once or twice in the Alice .Yalley and
several times in the "Emu Wren Hills" a
Honeyeater was noted which was probably
this species. There is a black line above
the yellow line on the side of the' neck, while
faint vertical chest striations are visible in
some specimens. They have a cheery call
like the Yellow-faced Honeyeater (M.
chrysops) .

White-plumed Honeyeater (M. penicillatw)
-This species is plentiful among the big
gums along the creeks. At dawn they utter
a single clear note which is quite beautiful,
and very different from their usual range of
calls. This northern form is yellowish in
the primaries- and frontal regions, and has
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been seen in favourable localities as far
north as Newcastle Waters.

Yellow-throated Miner (Myzantha flavir
gula) .-Numerous along the gum creeks and
in the taller trees.

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater (Acanthagenys
rufogularis) .-A few seen in mid-July and
several in September. They did not stay
in the vicinity.

Australian Pipit (Anthus australis) .-Fair·
ly common in open areas. They appear to
be of a richer brown colouration than
southern birds.

Zebra Finch iToeniopygio castanotis).
To be seen everywhere, but not in large num
bers.

Western Bower-bird (Chlamydera gutta
ta) ?-In January, 1942, a bird seen in a
fruiting Native Fig was thought to be this
species.

Crow (Corvus sp.] .-Around the town and

especially garbage dumps, crows were in
great numbers. Both dark-eyed and white
eyed birds were noted.

Pied Butcher-bird (Cracticus nigrogularis)
-Of the two Butcher-birds the pied was the
more common and the better songster by far.
They are bold birds and their pipings are
most clear and beautiful. A numerous
species.

Grey Butcher-bird (C. torquatus] .-By no
means plentiful, occasionally being heard
along Heavitree Range. Seen a few times

"in the low rocky hills north of Alice Springs.
Black-hacked Magpie (Gymrwrhina tibi

cen)-In small numbers near the big timber.
White·backed Magpie (G. hypoleuca) .-An

undoubted White·backed male was seen at
The Gap in June, 1942. All other Magpies
seen in the Territory between Alice Springs
and; Birdum have been pure Black-hacked
(G. tibicen),


