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SATIN FLYCATCHER AT MARREE. Near mid
day on 18 February 1983, a female-plumaged
myiagrid flycatcher was seen in Marree by R. Sim.
The bird seemed lethargic and an unsuccessful
attempt was made to capture it by hand. It evaded
capture but was picked up dead later that day.
Realizing the value of the specimen, R. Sim
preserved it and forwarded it to me at the earliest
opportunity. It was sexed and aged as an adult
female Satin FlycatcherMyiagra cyanoleuca and is
now in the South Australian Museum, reg. no.
B37635.

Although noted by members of the Strathalbyn
Naturalists Club as resembling illustrations of the
female Leaden Flycatcher Myiagra rubecula in
Slater (1974) and Pizzey (1980), when compared
with specimens in the South Australian Museum
the specimen was easily recognizable as the Satin
Flycatcher M. cyanoleuca. The difficulties of
separating female-plumaged birds of these two
species have been pointed out by Reid & Cox
(1978). Based on the their discussion, R. Sim's
specimen is the only certain South Australian
record of M. cyanoleuca north of Langhorne
Creek. (Reid & Cox (1978) accepted a sighting of a
male from Horsnell Gully. - Ed.)

Several observers have seen female-plumaged
myiagrids in the far north of South Australia in

recent years. Shurcliff (1977), Reid & Cox (1978)
and Badman (1979) listed three such occurrences
and a further one came with a sighting by P.
Langdon at Billa Kalina, ca 170km SE of Coober
Pedy, on the same day as the one found at Marree,
ca 190km to the ENE. He saw the myiagrid again
on 19February 1983but not subsequently.

Interestingly, most observers have so far
favoured M cyanoleuca as the likely identity of the
birds they have seen, a view seemingly supported
by the identification of the specimen described
here. Certainly M cyanoleuca can now be listed as
having occurred in the far north ofSouth Australia
with the possibility that some vagrant birds may do
so over a wide area on autumn passage.
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