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SOME RECORDS OF NOTE IN THE FLINDERS RANGES
AND ADELAIDE REGIONS

G. B. RAGLESS

I wish to put on record three historical items
and one recent observation.
GALAH Cacatua roseicapilla

A few years ago, my friend Tom Brandon of
Wilmington on the eastern slopes of the southern
Flinders Ranges pointed out to me a hollow in
a large River Red Gum Eucalyptus camaldulensis
where Galahs first bred in the district. The tree
is still standing close to the Willochra Creek,
about four kilometres downstream from the old
Pinda school. The date of the observations was
around 1924. This species was formerly a more
inland one (see, for example, Blakers et al. 1984),
and has moved south due to the provision of
water and cereal-growing operations.
DOLLARBIRD Eurystomus orientalis

Early in February 1985, I receiveda letter from
Emma Wilson of Frome Downs Station with a
description of a bird that had been present
among the trees and shrubs at the Station's
homestead. (Frome Downs is near the southern
shore of Lake Frome in the North-East of South
Australia.) It was a perfect description of this
species and was verified when she found the bird
dead and had a chance to make a close
examination. Unfortunately, it was not possible
to preserve the specimen.

Hornsby (1982) recorded an immature
Dollarbird at Brindana Gorge, ca 165 km N of
Frome Downs HS in February 1982.The species
has also been recorded at Witchelina and Mount
Nor'-West in the summers of 1925 and 1927,
respectively (Condon 1969).
HOUSE SPARROW Passer domesticus

About 1872, when my father was 14 years of
age, he saw this species at Tonsley Farm,
Edwardstown. This area is now part of suburban

Adelaide, and the Mitsubishi office complex on
the South Road now occupies the position where
the Tonsley house stood.

Long (1981) noted that the species was
introduced in Adelaide in 1863.

WHITE-WINGED CHOUGH Corcorax
melanorhamphos

When speaking recently with Mr D. Paynter
of Arden Vale near Quorn in the southern
Flinders Ranges, he said that the 'Black Jay' was.
no longer in the area. This is the name used by
many country people for the White-winged
Chough (and likewise ''Black Magpie" for the
Grey Currawong Strepera versicolor). He
confirmed this identification when he said that
he saw the birds at a large mud nest near the
Quorn Reservoir. He said that another party was
in the vicinity of the Arden Vale School and a
third near a farm in the area, that of the Whillas
family. He considered that it was 1945 when he
saw the nest. I am fairly certain that there are
none in the area at present.
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